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The East Kolkata Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Act, 2006 represents an important
landmark as it paved way for establishment of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority
(EKWMA) for conservation and management of the East Kolkata Wetlands (EKW) and for maters
connected therewith and incidental thereto. The EKWMA was constituted under Section 3(1) of the
EKW(C&M) Act, 2006.

As per the East Kolkata Wetlands (Conservation and Management) (Amendment) Act, 2017 notified
by the State Government vide no. 304-L dated 17.03.2017, the EKWMA has been reconstituted.
According to the said Amendment Act, 2017, the EKWMA is now a thirteen (13) member body
headed by the Hon'ble Minister-in Charge, Department of Environment, Government of West
Bengal along with the Chief Secretary and Secretaries of different Departments of State Government
as well as four experts each in the areas of wetland ecology, hydrology, fisheries and socio-
economics.

The EKWMA has been entrusted with wide range of responsibilities including demarcation of
wetland boundary, prevention of unauthorised land use of EKW, pollution abatement and
conservation of flora and fauna, awareness generation about the utility of the wetland, to promote
basic conservation principles of sewage fed pisciculture and research on various aspects of EKWV.
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Wetlands International South Asia

Wetlands International South Asia is a non-government organisation working for sustaining and
restoring wetlands, their resources and biodiversity in the South Asia region. Its office in New Delhi
(India) was established in 1996 as a part of Wetlands International network. Wetlands International
is a global, independent, non-profit organisation dedicated to conservation and restoration of
wetlands, and presently works in over 100 countries through a network of 18 regional and national
offices and expert networks headquartered in The Netherlands. Wetlands International is also one of
the five International Organization Partners of the Ramsar Convention. In 2005, Wetlands
International South Asia was registered under the Societies Registration Act of Government of India
(retaining remit of South Asia region), consequently gaining an Indian legal entity while subscribing to
the goals and targets of the Wetlands International network. The organisation endeavours to use a
mix of approaches including technical knowledge, policy dialogue and field demonstrations for
addressing various issues related to wetland management. To leverage change, the organisation
works with national and state governments, knowledge centres, civil society as well as the private
sector, often acting as catalysts to enable joined up actions. Given that securing a positive change in
the status of wetlands and linked livelihoods takes considerable time, the organisation works for

long-term engagement, forging strategic and innovative partnerships.
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This plan was drafted under the supervision of the Technical Committee, State Wetlands
Authority, West Bengal comprising:

. Dr. Kalyan Rudra, Chairman, West Bengal Pollution Control Board

. Sri. Niraj Singhal, Chief Environment Officer, Environment Department

. Smt. Esha Sengupta, Director of Fisheries, Fisheries Department

. Sri. Sampad Ranjan Patra, Director of Agriculture, Agriculture Department

. Prof. Arunabha Majumder, Expert Member Ecology, State Wetlands Authority

. Dr. Pratap Kumar Mukhopadhay, Expert Member Fisheries, State Wetlands Authority
. Prof. Basab Chaudhuri, Expert Member Socio-economics, State Wetlands Authority
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In the preparation of the Integrated Management Plan of East Kolkata Wetlands (Management
Action Plan 2021-2026), the valuable contribution of the following experts is acknowledged:

Dr Ritesh Kumar, Director, Wetlands International South Asia

Mr Harsh Ganapathi, Technical Officer, Wetlands International South Asia

Mr Dushyant Mohil, Project Manager, Partners for Resilience, Wetlands International South Asia
Mr Kamal Dalakoti, Junior Technical Officer, Wetlands International South Asia

Report ID: EKW-2021-01

Suggested Citation: EKVWMA and WISA (2021). Integrated Management Plan of East
Kolkata Wetlands (Management Action Plan 2021-2026). East Kolkata Wetlands Management
Authority and Wetlands International South Asia.

Disclaimer: Usual disclaimers apply.

Photograph credits: EKVWMA and WISA Photo Library unless cited.

Front Cover: Wetland features of East Kolkata Wetlands.

Back Cover: Water Hyacinth used as biological screens at East Kolkata Wetlands.

First Edition: February, 2021

Second Revised Edition: August, 2021



MINISTER-IN-CHARGE

Department of Environment
Government of West Bengal
Pranisampad Bhawan, 5th Floor, LB-2 Block,
Salt Lake, Kolkata-700 106
Tel. @ (033) 2335-0238, Fax : (033) 2335-2329
&

Department of Public Health Engineering
Government of West Bengal
New Secretariat Building, 7th Floor,
1, K. S. Roy Road, Kolkata-700 001,
Tel. @& (033) 2248-2130, Fax : (033) 2248-9843

rn fringes of Kolkata city. The
, through the shallow pisciculture
>sides the production of fish and

in flood buffering and climate
rovide many more environmental
rring costs involved in setting up

hat ensure optimal functioning of
1ds are getting degraded globally
r the numerous challenges to the
e an integrated Management Plan
n and sustainable development,
wnities.

2021-2026 comprises four basic
ter Management and Pollution
ts, and Sustainable Resource
. the maintenance of East Kolkata
)f their full range of ecosystem

'onment Department and the East
mtribution in preparing the East

N,

. (Dr.) Saumen Kumar Mahapatra

Charge, Environment Department
and

Wetlands Management Authority



