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Categories of land use Area in ha

Substantially water body oriented area (primarily sewage-fed fishery activities) 5,852.14 

Agricultural area 4,718.56 

Productive garbage farming areas (Dhapa) 602.78 

Urban and rural settlement 1,326.52 

TOTAL 12,500
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1.  Chief Secretary Chairman 

2.  Secretary, Environment Department Member Secretary 
3.  Secretary, Urban Development Department Member 
4.  Secretary, Irrigation & Waterways Department Member 
5.  Secretary, Fisheries Department Member 
6.  Secretary, Forest Department Member 
7.  Secretary, Municipal Affairs Department Member 
8.  Secretary, Land & Land Reforms Department Member 
9.  Secretary, Panchayat & Rural Development Department Member 
10. Chairman, West Bengal Pollution Control Board Member 
11. Member Secretary, West Bengal Pollution Control Board Member 
12. Chief Executive Officer, Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority Member 
13. Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation Member 
14. District Magistrate, South 24 Parganas Member 
15. District Magistrate, North 24 Parganas Member 
16. A representative from an NGO having expertise in the field of wetland 
conservation. 

Member 

17. A representative from an NGO having expertise in the field of wetland 
management 

Member 

18.  A representative from the fishermen’s co-operative societies Member 

19.  One representative of Institute of Environmental Studies and Wetland 
Management, Kolkata 

Member 
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5 22nd December, 
2006 

Shri Amit Kiran Deb, 
IAS 

Shri Madan Lal 
Meena, IAS 

Dr. Netai Kundu 

6 16th January, 
2008 

Shri Amit Kiran Deb, 
IAS 

Shri Madan Lal 
Meena, IAS 

Dr. Netai Kundu 

7 15th July, 2008 Shri Amit Kiran Deb, 
IAS 

Shri Madan Lal 
Meena, IAS 

Dr. Netai Kundu 

8 21st October, 
2008 

Shri Amit Kiran Deb, 
IAS 

Shri Madan Lal 
Meena, IAS  

Dr. Netai Kundu 

9 13th March, 
2009 

Shri Asok Mohan 
Chakrabarti, IAS 

Shri Madan Lal 
Meena, IAS 

Dr. Netai Kundu 

10 10th February, 
2010 

Shri Asok Mohan 
Chakrabarti, IAS 

Shri Madan Lal 
Meena, IAS 

Dr. Netai Kundu 

11 7th June, 2010 Shri Ardhendu Sen, 
IAS 

Shri Madan Lal 
Meena, IAS 

Dr. Netai Kundu 

Meeting 
No. 

Meeting Date Chairman, EKWMA 
 

Member Secretary, 
EKWMA 
 

Chief Technical 
Officer, EKWMA 

1 30th November, 
2005 

Shri Amit Kiran Deb, 
IAS 

Shri Asim Barman, 
IAS 

None appointed 

2 20th April, 2006 Shri Amit Kiran Deb, 
IAS 

Dr. G.D. Gautama, 
IAS 

None appointed

3 21st July, 2006 Shri Amit Kiran Deb, 
IAS 

Shri Madan Lal 
Meena, IAS 

None appointed

4 23rd October, 
2006 

Shri Amit Kiran Deb, 
IAS 

Shri Madan Lal 
Meena, IAS 

None appointed
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16 26th April, 2011 Shri Samar Ghosh, IAS Shri  K. S. Rajendra 
Kumar, IAS 

Dr. Netai Kundu 

17 28th September, 
2011 

Shri Samar Ghosh, IAS Shri R.P.S. Kahlon, 
IAS 

Dr. Netai Kundu 

18 24th February, 
2012 

Shri Samar Ghosh, IAS Shri R.P.S. Kahlon, 
IAS 

Shri Arijit Banerjee, 
IFS 

19 13th August, 
2012 

Shri Samar Ghosh, IAS Shri R.P.S. Kahlon, 
IAS 

Shri Arijit Banerjee, 
IFS 

20 28th December, 
2012 

Shri Sanjay Mitra, IAS Shri R.P.S. Kahlon, 
IAS 

Shri Arijit Banerjee, 
IFS 

Meeting 
No. 

Meeting Date Chairman, EKWMA 
 

Member Secretary, 
EKWMA 

Chief Technical 
Officer, EKWMA 

12 14th September, 
2010 

Shri Ardhendu Sen, 
IAS 

Shri K. S. Rajendra 
Kumar, IAS 

Dr. Netai Kundu 

13 10th December, 
2010 

Shri Samar Ghosh, IAS Shri K. S. Rajendra 
Kumar, IAS 

Dr. Netai Kundu 

14 14th February, 
2011 

Shri Samar Ghosh, IAS Shri K. S. Rajendra 
Kumar, IAS 

Dr. Netai Kundu 

15 6th April, 2011 Shri Samar Ghosh, IAS Shri K. S. Rajendra 
Kumar, IAS 

Dr. Netai Kundu 
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Year Opening Balance 
(Rs.) 

Receipts 
(Rs.) 

Expenditure 
(Rs.) 

Closing Balance 
(Rs.) 

2006-07 NIL 61,69,516 30,000 61,39,516 

2007-08 61,39,516 90,06,923 65,75,781 85,70,658 

2008-09 85,70,658 45,98,511 34,71,246 96,97,923 

2009-10 96,97,923 3,80,414 30,01,781 70,76,556 

2010-11 70,76,556 1,01,90,292 63,18,293 1,09,48,555 

2011-12 1,09,48,555 87,63,884 1,37,93,559 59,18,880 

2012-13 59,18,880 1,22,30,669 84,84,059 96,65,490 

District Police Station No. of FIR lodged 

 

 

24 Parganas (South) 

Kolkata Leather Complex (KLC) 48 

Pragati Maidan 3 

Sonarpur 116 

Tiljola 29 

24 Parganas (North) South Bidhannagar 6 

Total  
202 



 
 
 

Nayabad 4 

Pratapnagar 1 

Ranabhutia 7 

Tardaha 2 

Tihuria 8 

Bonchtala 1 

Chowbaga 6 

 

 

 

 

Nonadanga 1 

Paschim Chowbaga 6 

24 Parganas (North) Dhapa Manpur 6 

Total 202 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kochpukur 1 

Kulberia 14 

Tardaha Kapashati 9 

Dhalenda 12 

Dhapa 6

Atghara 12 

Bhagabanpur 28 

Chak Kalar Khal 3 

Deara 4 

Goalpota 1 

Jagatipota 8 

Kantipota 1 

Karimpur 14 

Kharki 3 

Kheadaha 5 

Khodahati 9 

Mukundapur 6 

District Mouza No. of FIRs 

24 Parganas (South) 
 
 
 

Dakshin Dhapa Manpur 3

Dharmatala Panchuria 6 

Hadia 7

Hatgachha 8 
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Sl. 

No. 

Mouza name, JL No. Full or 

part 

No. of Mouza map(s)/sheets fallen in East 

Kolkata Wetlands area 

1 Dhalenda, 8 Full 1 

2 Chowbaga, 3 Full 1 

3 Paschim Chowbaga, 9 Full 1 

4 Chak Kalar Khal , 1 Full 1 

5 Karimpur, 2 Full 1 

6 Jagatipota, 3 Full 1 

7 Mukundapur, 4 Full 1 

8 Atghara, 5 Full 1 

9 Ranabhutia, 6 Full 1 

10 Kantipota, 7 Full 1 

11 Bhagabanpur, 8 Full 4 

12 Kharki, 9 Full 2 

13 Deara, 10 Full 2 

14 Kheadaha, 11 Full 2 

15 Khodahati, 12 Full 3 

16 Goalpota, 13 Full 1 

17 Kumarpukuria, 14 Full 1 

18 Tardaha, 15 Full 5 

19 Tihuria, 16 Full 2 

20 Nayabad, 17 Full 2 

21 Samukpota, 91 Full 3 

22 Pratapnagar, 92 Full 1 
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Sl. 

No. 

Mouza name, JL No. Full or 

part 

No. of Mouza map(s)/sheets fallen in East 

Kolkata Wetlands area 

32 Bonchtala, 4 Part 2 

33 Nonadanga , 10 Part 3 

34 Kalikapur, 20 Part 1 

35 Dhapa Manpur (presently 

Kochpukur), 2 

Part 1 

36 Dhapa Manpur, 1 Part 13 

37 Thakdari, 19 Part 1 

TOTAL 104 

23 Garal, 93 Full 2 

24 Dakshin Dhapa Manpur , 1 Full 1 

25 Hatgachha, 4 Full 3 

26 Hadia, 5 Full 4 

27 Dharmatala Panchuria, 6 Full 4 

28 Kulberia, 7 Full 5 

29 Beonta, 27 Full 7 

30 Tardaha Kapashati, 38 Full 12 

31 Dhapa, 2 Part 7 
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Chandibose 

Canal Name Length of De-
silted Portion 

Location of De-siltation of the Canals Funding 
Agency 

Bidhyadhari Canal 3500 Meters From Bantala to New Bamanghata NREGA 

Sumitgheri Canal 6150 Meters From Ashok Boser Bheri to Bidyadhari MoEF 

Year Number of cases 

2009-2010 3 

2010-2011 8 

2011-2012 17 

2012-2013 39 
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Canal Name Length of De-
silted Portion 

Location of De-siltation of the Canals Funding 
Agency 

Kanchagheri Canal 1900 Meters From Kanchagheri Jalpath (near Bamunghata 
Bajar) to Nalban(I) Matsyajibi Samabay Samity  

MoEF

Hanakhali Canal  1765 Meters From Chacharia Sriphaltala Khal to Kestopur 
Khal 

MoEF

Bidhyadhari 
Extension Canal 

9312 Meters From Boynala to Tardaha Gram Panchayat  MoEF

Year Particulars Total 
No. 

Location 

2009-
2010 

Hoarding         East Kolkata Wetlands area 

2010-
2011 

Vinyl printing pasted on 
26 swi G.I. sheet with 
1” round pipe, ½” angle 
and complete fitting 
with structure in size: 
4’x4’ 

 

25 

15 

Vinyl printing pasted on 
26 swi G.I. sheet with 
2” round pipe, angle and 
complete fitting with 
structure in size: 6’x8’ 

5

Mohishbathan, Khashmohol, Chainavi, Unish bigharmath, 
Rajarhat near Kulberia pas khal, Rajarhat, Beonta II GP, Beonta 
near DWF canal, Patro para more, Hatgacha south, Hatgacha 
Bridge, Basanti road at Chowbaga, Chowbaga khal, near 
Heritage school, Karimpur, Jogatipota, Kheyadaha-I GP, Tihuria 
more, Tardaha GP, Protapnagar, Kantatola, Basanti road near 
Bantala, Bonchtola, Basanti road near Nalbon, Kheyadaha 
school, Bamanghata bazaar.

E.M Bypass opposite Spring Club, Gangajor, Basanti road near 
KLC, Basanti road near Bantala, Rajarhat.

2011-
2012 

Hoarding in size 8’X6’ 
with wooden frame and 
bamboo structure. 

10 Nuner Bheri near EM Bypass, Basanti Highway near Chowbaga, 
Basanti Highway near Bamanghata jalpath, Bantala near 
Goalbati Khal, Basanti Highway near Bantala Bridge, near 
Bantala Lockgate, near Goaltala Bheri Samabay Samiti Ltd., 
near Chaker Bheri Matsyajibi Samabay Samiti, Dhapa Manpur 
near Munshir bheri, Rajarhat-New Town near Sheikher khal.
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Date Category Topic of Discussion/ 
Activity 

Venue Organiser

16 December 
2008 

Workshop To discuss management plan, 
conservation and management of East 
Kolkata Wetlands area 

Paribesh 
Bhawan 

EKWMA 

19th  

September 
2012 

Workshop Eco-tourism on East Kolkata Wetlands The Sonnet 
Hotel 

EKWMA 
 

Serial 
No. 

Year Location Programme

1. 2008 Ground Near 
Bamanghata 

A rally with local school children and youth.

2. 2009 Sonarpur Police 
Station area 

Distribution of leaflets, posters, booklets among 
participants which included local school children and 
youth clubs. 

3. 2010 Nuner Bheri (near EM 
bypass) 

Seminar/Workshop in association with Jalabhumi 
Bachao Committee and other NGOs.

4. 2011 Jhagrasisha Fishery in 
Mouza Dhapa Manpur 

Local students organized a rally and plantation 
programme.

5 2012 Nuner Bheri No. 2 
Matsyajibi Samabay 
Samity 

Discussion with local farmers and fishermen on issues 
relating to wetlands. 

6 2013 Collector Bheri Mouza 
Nonadanga 

Explanation of values and critical issues and their 
possible solutions to the school students and 
plantation programme around the Bheri. 
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Date Purpose Trainees 

October 
2012 

Study of Wetlands 
Management 

State Forest Service trainees of 2011-13 Course, 
CASFOS, Dehradun 

October 
2012 

Study Trip in East 
Kolkata Wetlands 

Students from Department of Chemical Engineering, 
IIT Kharagpur 

January 
2013 

Educational tour of East 
Kolkata Wetlands 

Students from Zoology and Environmental Science 
Departments of Netaji Nagar College for Women, 
Kolkata

Name  Designation 

Anirudha Paul Scientific Officer 
Supreet Kaur Technical Officer (Law) 
Md. Rejaul Gain Field Supervisor 
Nandini Basu Field Supervisor 

Khondker Shamsur Rahman Technical Assistant 
Shyamal Das Technical Assistant  
Tarak Nath Das Technical Assistant  
Santanu Ghosh Technical Assistant
Sanjay Mandal Technical Assistant

Probir Panja Technical Assistant

Chandril Basak Technical Assistant
Apurba Shome Technical Assistant

Abdul Dalim Sk Peon 
Pratap Chandra Singh Peon
Kalyan Mandal Peon
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1

PROCEEDINGS OF THE 1ST MEETING OF THE EAST KOLKATA WETLANDS MANAGEMENT 
AUTHORITY  

 

The 1st meeting of the East Kolkata Wetland Authority was held on 30 th of November, 2005. The meeting was 
chaired by the Chief Secretary Govt. of West  Bengal The following members were present:- 
1. Shri A.K. Deb Chief Secretary  
2. Shri A.K. Patnaik, Addl. Chief Secretary, Forest Department  
3. Shri A. Barman, Principal Secretary, Environment Department  
4. Shri S. Das, Principal Secretary , L& LR Department  
5. Dr. S.K. Sarkar, Member Secretary ,WBPCB  
6. Prof. S. Banerjee, Chairman, WBPCB  
7. Dr. M.N.Roy, Secretary, P & RD  Department  
8. Shri R.P.S.Kahlon, Secretary Fisheries Department  
9. Dr. N. Chatterjee, Secretary, Urban Development Department  
10. Shri D. Som Secretary, Municipal Affairs Department  
11. Shri A.Bandyopadhyay, Commissioner KMC  
12. Shri Rajeeva  Sinha, Project Director ,KEIP  
13. Shri P.Baviskar, CEO , KMDA  
14. Ms. R.Sen ,DM,  24 Parganas  (S) 
15. Shri M. Panth ,DM, 24 Parganas  (N) 
16. Shri S. Bandyopadhyay, DFO, 24 Parganas  (S) 
17. Shri T.K.Mitra, ex –DG (P & D) KMDA  
18. Shri G. Bhattacharya, OSD  &  E.O. Dy Secretary, P & RD Department  
19. Shri A. Chakrabarti, Chief Engineer, I & W Department  
20. Shri A.K. Kundu, Superintending  Engineer, I & W Department 
21. Dr. N .Kundu, Scientist, Environment Department  
22. Shri S. Barari, Chief Environment Officer, Environment Department  

 
The discussion was based on the agenda notes were circulated earlier to the members and the following decisions 
were present.  

 
1.Co-opting the non –official members of the Authority  
The nomination of the NGOs as per the provision of section 3 (2)(xvi) of the Ordinance, may be done after some 
preliminary initiatives are taken by the EKW Management Authority. 

 
2. Delegation of powers of the Authority to the Chairperson  
The powers of the Authority conferred u/s 4 (a) to (o) of the Ordinance are delegated to the Chairperson, for smooth 
functioning of the Authority. 

 
3. Management Plan of the EKW  
1. The comments of the members on the outline management plan of EKW, post promulgation of the 
Ordinance, should reach the Member Secretary of the Authority within one month. 
2. Detailed Management Plan (master plan ) of the whole EKW  area should be prepared by the Authority. 
The Project Director, KEIP  may take necessary action for inviting tender, preferably global tender, for this purpose, 
on behalf of the Authority, Funding for this purpose should also be done by the KEIP. 
3. For preparation of the master plan, the final report of the Technical Assistance project of the ADB on 
Wetlands Management, the Outline management plan of the EKW and also the DPR on the Nature and Wetland 
Interpretation Center should be taken into consideration. 
4.
 

The master plan should be based on the finalized outline management plan. It should include new ideas and 
concepts for the development of the total asset of the area, wise use of land and enhancement of the livelihood of 
the local people in keeping with the principles of Ramsar Convention. 

ANNEXURE XII
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4.  Formation of Expert Committees 
 

The following expert committees, named as Standing Committees, were constituted as per the provisions of section 
4(m) of the Ordinance. 

 

(i)Standing Committee on Sewage and Fisheries:-This is constituted for an immediate action plan for smooth flow 
of adequate sewage, development of fisheries and storm water flow . 

 

(a) The Committee shall comprise of the following members; 
                        Secretary, Fisheries-Chairman, 
                        Secretary, Irrigation & Waterways Dept., Member  
                        Director, CIFRI- Member  
                        Chief Engineer Drainage, KMC- Member  
                        Chief Engineer S & D, KMDA- Member  
                        Rep of Fish Farmers Producers” Association –Member  
                       Rep of Jalabhumi Bachao Committee –Member  
                       Chief Engineer, WBPCB –Member Convener. 

   

                  (b)The Committee should submit its first report within 2 months  
 

(ii) Standing Committee on Land Management:-This committee should carry out detail enumeration of the 
households in the settlement area and also list out the unauthorized constructions since the High Court judgement in 
a PILcase in 1992  
                 (a)The Committee shall comprise of the following members;- 
                    Commissioner KMC – Chairman  
                    DLRS –Member  
                   District Magistrate 24-Parganas (S) Member  
                  District Magistrate 24-Parganas (N) Member  
                   Chief of Urban Development (Planning Wing)-Member  
                  Chief of KMDA (Planning Wing)-Member  
                  Representative of Fisheries Department –Member  
                Representative from IIT Kharagpur –Member  
                 Dr. N. Kundu, Scientist IESWM –Member –convener. 
(b) The Committee should submit its 1st report within 1 month. 

 
(iii) Standing Committee on Hygiene Sanitation and Welfare;-This Committee would promote solid waste 
management in the sufficiently urbanized rural areas as well as urban  settlements in the EKW, sanitation and 
potable drinking water etc.  
     (a) The Committee shall comprise of the following members;  
      Secretary Panchayat & Rural Development Dept. –Chairman  
     Chief Engineer, SWM of KMC –Member 

 
 
Representative of PHE Dept. - Member  
Chief Engineer, KMDA –Member  
District Magistrate  24 Parganas (S)-Member  
District Magistrate (N) Member  
Prof .A. Majumdar, All India Institute of Hygiene & Public Health –Member  
Senior Environment Officer Environment Dept.-Member-Convener. 
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 (b)The Committee may submit its report within two months.  
  

(iv)Standing Committee on  Biodiversity  Conservation  ;-The Committee will prepare an action plan for 
biodiversity and wild life conservation in the EKW area , in keeping with the Ramsar  guidelines and the principles 
of the State Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan  
(a) The Committee shall comprise of the following members ; 
  Addl. Chief Secretary, Forest Dept.- Chairman  
Chief Conservator of Forests and Director SBR Member  
Director ZSI-Member  
Director BSI –Member  
Dr. Ajit  Banerjee (Forestry  Specialist )-Member  
Representative from the Wild Life Institute of India –Member  
Representative of the Fisheries Department –Member  
Representative of KMDA – Member  
One member of the State Biodiversity Board –Member  
Chief Environment Officer – Member – Convener  

 

(b) The Committee may look after the constitution of Community Reserve in the area in the vicinity of the 
proposed Nature and Wetland Interpretation Centre. 

 

(c) The Chairman of the Biodiversity Committee will call a meeting shortly to discuss the issue of preparation 
of a status report of the Biodiversity of EKW. 

 
(iv) Working   principle of the Standing Committees     
    The Standing Committees will be of permanent nature and should meet at least once a month .The proceedings of 
the meetings and the Action Taken Repo rt of the Committee should be sent to the Member Secretary of the EKW 
Management Authority for further direction by the Chairperson or placing in the Authority meeting as the case may 
be. 

 
 
(v) Procedure for clearance of project /scheme ;- 
Any project proposal on environmental improvement /wetland conservation etc. submitted to the Authority for 
clearance, should be placed the Member Secretary of the Authority, who with approval of the Chairperson may send 
to Standing Committee /Committees concerned, for their views and recommendation .On receiving the report from 
the Committee /Committee the member Secretary of the Authority will place it before the Chairperson for a 
decision. 
(vi) All Standing Committees may co- opt members or invite members in the meetings.  
(vii) The detailed terms of reference of the Standing Committees will be circulated shortly, with the approval of the 
Chairperson  

 
5. Setting up of a Call for co-coordinating and liaising with various departments for discharging the regulatory as 
well as well as promotional functions of the Authority.   
(i)A Cell of the Authority should be constituted by detainment of the following officers (section 8 (1), (2) & (3) read 
with section 4 (e) of the Ordinance). 
District Fisheries Officer, Asst. Engineer I & W Dept., Asst Engineer WBPCB, Asst. Engineer KMC ,Range Officer 
Forest dept. SDL & LRO and Senior Environment Officer, Environment Dept.  
(ii) The respective department should sent the name of the officers to the Member Secretary of the Authority within 
10 days .The Environment Department should notify the constitution of the cell thereafter . 

 
6. Setting up of offices of the Authority

 
(i) The office of the Authority should be set up at Writers ;Building  preferably with 

113



4

 a floor area of around  1500 sqft.  
 

     (ii) The Environment  Department should make a formal request to the PWD for  
          making  a suitable accommodation for this purpose. 

      

    (iii) A  field office should be set up in the Bantala complex ,from where the works of  
       the EKW including that of the NWIC should also be supervised. The Co-ordination                                                                  

     Cell may be provided with adequate space in the Bantala complex .Irrigation  
      Department may take action . 
     7. Preparation of the IEC materials for awareness campaign and capacity building      .  

       programmes with regard to the conservation of wetland in general and EKW in  

      particular . 

(i) KEIP may undertake the job with input from the departments of Environment , 
Irrigation & Waterways ,Fisheries ,the WBPCB ,IESWM and KMC , NGOs. 
    (ii) The IEC materials should cover the proposed  NWIC also . 
    (iii) At least 3 workshops / seminars should be organized as a part of the awareness 
          campaign .The dates may be finalized by the DM/Commissioner, KMC as the case 
          may be . 
• District  level workshop to be organized by the DM  24 Parganas (S) 
• Workshop to be organized by the KMC  
• State level seminar to be organized by the Authority  

 
(iv) The IESWM should assist the KEIP, District Magistrat es and other department for the preparation of the IES 
materials and the workshops. 
(v) KEIP will provide fund for awareness campaign of the NWIC and the EKW at large as well as the capacity 
building  programmes . 

 
8. Declaration of certain portion of the EKW  area as Community Reserve  u/ s 36c of the  Wild Life Protection 
(Amendment ) Act ,2002. 
(i) Forest Department should prepare as action plan for declaration of a Community Reserve and submit to the 
Authority. 
(ii) This issue may be discussed in the meeting of the Standing Committee on Biodiversity Conservation to be 
convened shortly. 

 
9.  Setting up of the Nature and Wetland Interpretation Centre  
(i) KEIP has already advertised for engagement of consultant for the preparation of the  
Detailed Project Report. Follow up action should be taken by the Project Director, KEIP.  

 
(ii) the DPR for setting up of the NWIC should be dovetailed into the master plan of the EKW area . 

 
10.  Removal of hoardings  
All hoardings in the EKW area should be removed by  31st January ,2006 . 

 
 
 

                                                                                                   Sd/- 

                                                                             Chief Secretary & Chairperson  
(A. K. Deb)

                                                   East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 2 ND MEETING OF THE EAST KOLKATA WETLANDS  MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 

HELD ON 20 TH APRIL,  2006

 

The 2nd meeting of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority (EKWMA) was held on 20th of April, 

2006 in the CM’s Conference Hall at Writers’ Building .The meeting was chaired by the Chief Secretary, Govt 

of West Bengal. The following officers were Present:- 

1.  Shri  A. K. Deb Chief Secretary  -Chairman  

2.  Shri A.K.  Patnaik, Addl. Chief Secretary Forest Department  

3.  Shri G.D.  Gautama, Principal Secretary Environment Department  

4.  Shri   S.  Das Principal Secretary Land and Land Reforms Department  

5.  Dr.   M.N. Roy, Secretary Panchayat and Rural Development  

6.  Shri R.P.S. Kahlon, Secretary Fisheries Department  

7.  Shri  D.Som ,Secretary Municipal Affairs Department  

8.  Shri R.Sinha, Project Director, KEIP  

9.  Shri A.Bandopadhyay, Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation  

10. Shri P.R.Baviskar, Chief Executive Officer, Kolkata Metropolitan Dev .Authority  

11. Dr. S. Banerjee, Chairman WBPCB  

12. Shir S.K. Gupta, Member Secretary WBPCB  

13. Shir M. Panth District Magistrate, 24 Parganas (North) 

14. Dr. N. Kundu Scientist IESWM  

15. Shir S. Barari Chief Environment Officer  

16. Shir R.K.Basu Chief Engineer, Irrigation and Waterways Dpt .  

17. Shir T.K. Mitra, Adviser, Planning Kolkata Metropolitan Dev .Authority  

18. Shir P.K.Biswas Associate Town Planner, Urban Development Dept. (T& CP) 

The meeting started with the presentation of the salient features of the proposed project on Scientific Landfill 

(SLF) site at Dhapa. A background notes on the chronology of the events prepared by the Environment Dept, 

(copy enclosed) was circulated to all the participants. The Project Director of the Kolkata Environmental 

Improvement Project (KEIP) made the power point presentation. The highlighted points of the project were:- 

1.
 

The Total area proposed is 113.39 hectares out of which 58 hectares will be set aside for the 

development of the SLF and 26. 88 hectares will be waterbodies. 

2.
 

The SLF is designed for 25 years and the construction period of the whole project will be 2 years (mid-

2007-mid 2009).The estimated cost is Rs. 36 crores.     

3.
 

SLF will consist of access and internal roads, lighting, water supply Weigh Bridge, fire protection unit, 

garland drain for leachate collection and transportation recycling units, gas tapping arrangements, 

fencing, landscaping and green development. 

4.

 
The existing shallow water bodies measuring 26.77 hectares will be reshaped 26.88 hectares of 

waterbody, for sustaining pisciculture, will be developed. 

5.

 

The  significance of the SLF  increases  as it would be the only possible sanitary disposal  site for 

adjoining municipalities  like   Bidhan  Nagar, Rajpur Sonarpur and  government  agencies like 

Railway ,KPT, PWD, Defence  and  Irrigation Depts.  

6.

 

For preparing the project design consultants were engaged and interaction with Stakeholders at all 

levels, surveys and Municipal Solid Waste & leachate sampling and analyses were done. The Dept. of 

Environment was consulted at various stages of design development  

7.

 

The eco-friendly features of the SLF includes improvement of the following existing practices : 

(i)

 

Open dumping to sanitary waste disposal ; 

(ii)

 

Untreated leachate movement to systematic leachate collection and treatment ; 

(iii)

 

Untreated discharge into drainage canal to treated effluent discharge into drainage canal 

(400 BOD reduced to 30 BOD); 

(iv) Uncovered garbage to daily and periodic covering; 
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(v)
 

Toe-wall, daily covering and garland pipeline for leachate movement to contain scattering 

by birds, stray animals, wind, storms, rain  

8.
 

The present  dumping ground will be closed as per MSW rules  

9.
 

Top plateau will be closed with vegetation cover and surface drainage system  

10.
 

After it is closed, the area will be used for social forestry and open areas will be created for recreation 

and leisure. Small waterbodies /fountains, flower gardens, etc, can be added.  

      The presentation was followed by discussion and following decisions were taken:- 
 

1. The possibility of recycling of non-biodegradable waste should be explored. 

2. The KMC should take adequate measures to improve the primary collection of household wastes. 

3. The pumping stations (of Irrigation Dept.) at outfall points in the EKW, especially the outfall of 

Bagjola canal, may be included as part of the Project. The Irrigation Dept. should send a proposal to 

the KEIP for its consideration. 

4. The project is approved on principle by the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority. However 

the KEIP authority should take necessary measure to finalize the project report, with necessary 

modifications, and implement it.  

                                                                                     Sd /- 

                                                                                (A.K. DEB) 

                                                                Chief Secretary & Chairman  

                                              East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority  
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PROCEEDINGS THE 3RD MEETING OF THE EAST KOLKATA WETLANDS MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 
(EKWMA) HELD ON 21ST JULY, 2006 

The 3rd meeting of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority (EKWMA) was held on 21st July, 2006 
(rescheduled from 18th July).The following members were present. 

1.

 

Shri A.K .Deb, Chief Secretary –Chairman  
2.

 

Shri A.K.Patnaik, Addl .Chief Secretary Forest Department  
3.

 

Shri S.Das, Principal Secretary Land and Land Reforms Department  
4.

 

Shri P.K.Pradhan, Principal Secretary Urban Development  & Municipal Affairs Departments 
5.

 

Shri R.P.S.Kahlon, Secretary Fisheries Department  
6.

 

Shri M.L Meena, Secretary Environment Department –Member Secretary   
7.

 

Shri S. K.Biswas, Secretary Irrigation and Waterways Department. 
8.

 

Shri R. Sinha, Project Director, KEIP  
9.

 

Shri A. Bandopadhyay, Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation  
10.

 

Shri P.R. Baviskar, Chief Executive Officer, Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority  
11.

 

Dr. S. Banerjee, Chairman  WBPCB  
12.

 
Shri B.P.Barat, Member Secretary WBPCB  

13.
 

Smt. R. Sen, District Magistrate, 24-Parganas  (South ) district  
14.

 
Dr. N. Kundu, Scientist IESWM  

15.
 

Shri  S. Barari,Chief Envirnment Officer  
16.

 
Shri  G. Bhattacharya, OSD & EO  Dy. secretary, Panchayat and Rural Development  Department  

17.
 

Shri B.C. Patra, ADM  &  DL&LRO , 24 Parganas  ( N )  district   

An agenda note was circulated to all the members prior to the meeting (copy enclosed). The Chief 
Secretary initiated the discussions with reference to the agenda note. The following decisions were taken. 

 

Agenda I: Draft East Kolkata Wetlands  ( Conservation  & Management ) Rules 2006  

 
1. The members of the Authority should give their comments on the draft rules as early as possible.  
2. The members were unanimous on the following points pertaining to the draft rule 

 
a) The Proviso to section  3 of the draft rules which reads, “Provided that no nominated member 

shall hold office as such after he has attained the age of sixty five years”, should be deleted  
b) Sub –section 2 of section 3 may be rephrased as follows: “Every nominated member shall, for 

attending a meeting of the Authority, be entitled to traveling allowance, daily allowance and 
such other allowance as may be decided by the Authority.” 

c)
 

Section  6of the draft rules mat be rephrased as follows: “A  nominated member may be 
removed by the Authority from his office, after a due and proper enquiry

  d)
 

The rules should make a provision of inspection of the compensatory water body by specified 
authority, prior to issuing a clearance permitting change of character or mode of use of land. 

Agenda II   Projects Proposed  in the EKW area  :  

The following 3 Projects proposed in the EKW area were discussed. 
• Water  Supply Scheme of KMC 
• Switching station of the CESC  
• Link road  of  WBHIDCO  
• JMD Medicare project 

 
1. Water Supply Scheme of KMC

  A Point was raised by the Chief Secretary as well as the Secretary, Environment quoting the provisions of 
section 10(5) of the EKW Act which states,”nothing in this section shall empower the Authority to grant 
sanction for change of character or more of use of a land unless the change is for improvement or upkeep of 
the local environment and its surroundings.” 

It was confirmed by the Secretary, Urban Development Department and the Commissioner, KMC that the 
project will supply water to the inhabitants of the East Kolkata Wetland area also .It was also pointed out by 
them that supply of surface water would be a better option to tackle the arsenic problem in the area .The 

117



Commissioner KMC also confirmed that this scheme would also augment conservation of ground water. After 
detailed discussion following decisions were taken  

i. It was decided that the proposed super built structure of 4000m2 in the water supply scheme should be 
reduced to a bare minimum .The minimum construction required for pump house should be considered .The 
Commissioner KMC however confirmed that there is no provision for office and quarters within this area, 
hence the question of construction of the officer and staff quarters within the EKW area does not arise. 
The Chief Engineer of KMC should review the plan and design and come up with the revised proposal as early 
as possible. 

ii. The Institute of Environmental Studies &Wetland Management (IESWM) should also review the designs of 
the built up area proposed in the project and suggest environmental friendly materials that could be used for 
the construction. 

iii. EIA report should be prepared for the project  

2. Switching station of the CESC

  

i. The CESC authority may be requested to reconsider their proposal. 

3 Link road of WBHIDCO
 

The scheme envisaged providing better communication to the local inhabitants, better marketing 
opportunities for their agricultural products and also facilitate access to the proposed scientific landfill site.  

After detailed discussion the following decisions were taken in this regard: 

i. Dr. N. Kundu of the  IESWM  suggested that the wi dth of the road can be reduced to two lanes, since 
eastern expressway is being planned and hence the traffic growth would not be enough to justify six lanes. 
The members felt that six lane road should be avoided through the EKW area. 

ii. The width of the road should be reduced, at least in the EKW area, while realigning the road  

iii. The proposal for the link road should contain the development of roadside plantations.  

iv. EIA report should be prepared for the project. 

4. JMD Medicare project 
 

i. It was decided that a legal opinion on the project should be obtained. 

Agenda III: Sanction of project grants for study on Status of Marsh Mongoose 
 

The grant of Rs. 26,000/-only for the project proposed by the NGO, Nature Environment and Wildlife Society 
on the study of the status and conservation of Marsh Mongoose, endemic to the EKW and the surrounding 
areas was approved by the Authority. 

Agenda IV: Miscellaneous   

 
 1.

 

Any project proposed in the EKW area should be accompanied with the Initial Environment 
Examination ( IEE ) report and the Environmental Management Plan (EMP).This should be 
emphasized for all the projects quoted above .Same should be submitted to the Member Secretary  
EKWMA/ Secretary Environment. 

 
2.

 

The detailed management plan for the EKW area should be taken up. The Department of Environment 
should take necessary action on this .The department may explore the possibility of engaging suitable 
organizations, for this work. 

 3. It was reported that the Fisheries department has moved the Japan Government for financing Rs.120 
crore project on desiltation of the pisciculture ponds in the EKW area .The Authority decided to 
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promote creation of fresh water body by excavation in vested lands within the EKW area .The DMs  24  
Parganas ( N ) and  ( S ) should explore the possibility of providing fund under NREGP for creation of 
water body in identified vested lands . 

4. The Forest Department should take the initiative for development of adequate greenery in the open 
spaces of the EKW area .KMDA has placed some fund for plantation and Forest Department should 
complete this within this year.      

                                                                                                     Sd / - (A. K. Deb) 
                                                                           Chief Secretary, Govt.of West Bengal &           

                                              Chairperson, East Kolkata Wetland Management Authority  
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE   4 TH MEETING OF THE EAST KOLK ATA WETLANDS MANAGEMENT 
AUTHORITY (EKWMA) HELD ON 23 RD OCTOBER,  2006 

The 4th meeting of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority (EKWMA) was held on 23rd October, 
2006. The following persons attended the meeting. 

Members  

 

1. Shri  A. K. Deb,Chief Secretary  
2. Shri  P. K. Pradhan, Principal  Secretary, Urban Development & Municipal Affairs Departments  
3. Shri M. L. Meena, Secretary, Environment Department  
4. Shri  R.P.S. Kahlon, Secretary Fisheries Department  
5. Shri  A.Bandyopadhyay ,Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation  
6. Shri P.R.Baviskar, Chief Executive Officer, Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority  
7. Dr. S. Banerjee, Chairman ,West Bengal Pollution Control Board  
8. Dr. P. Banerjee, Member secretary ,West Bengal Pollution Control Board  
9. Smt. R. Sen. District Magistrate ,24 – Parganas (South) district  
10.

 

Shri  P. K. Mishra, District Magistrate, 24-Parganas (North ) district  

Officials
 

1. Shri  Debal Ray Chief  Environment Officer, Environment Department  
2. Dr. N. Kundu, Scientist, Institute of  Environmental Studies & Wetland Management  
3. Shri  S. Sharma, Law Officer, Environment Department  
4. Shri  G. Bhattacharya, OSD &  EO Dy. Secretary , Panchayat & Rural Development Department  
5. Shri M. J. Iqbal, Joint Secretary, Land & Land Reforms Department  
6. Shri M.K. Sarkar, Joint  Secretary ,Land & Land Reforms Department  
7. Shri  Rajiva  Sinha, Project Director, Kolkata Environmental Improvement Project  

Invitees 

1. Shri  R. K. Modi, Managing Director, Sanjeevani  Project Pvt. Ltd.  
2. Shri  S. K. Kanodia ,Advocate ,for Sanjeevani Projects Pvt. Ltd.  
3. Shri  S. K. Amatsingka ,Director, Green Valley Towers Pvt. Ltd .  
4. Shri  U. N. Kedia ,Authorised Signatory, Green Valley Towers Pvt. Ltd.  
5. Shri  N. Jhunjhunwala, Greenvalley Towers Pvt. Ltd.  
6. Shri  U. Majumdar , Greenvalley Towers Pvt. Ltd.  

The discussions were based on agenda notes circulated earlier to the members. The following decisions 
were taken.  

Agenda  1 - Hearing of Greenvalley Towers Pvt Ltd.in compliance with the direction of  Hon’ble 
Supreme Court of India in  SLP No. 25146- 25147 of 2005 in writ petition (civil)no. 209 of 2006 

 
Agenda  2 – Hearing of Sanjeevani Project Pvt. Ltd. in compliance of direction of hon’ble Supreme 
Court of India in SLP No.25742- 25745 of 2005 in writ petition (civil)no.214 of 2006. 

 
Since both the matters involved almost identical question of law and fact, they were taken together and heard 
simultaneously .The petitioners were present along with their counsels and made their submission before the 
East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority. East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority has considered 
the arguments and proceedings of hearing is enclosed. 

 Agenda  3 – Determination of application fee for changing character or mode of use land Falling 
within  EKW  area .

 It was decided to adopt the following rates as application fee for both commercial and non commercial uses.  
       Project size                                                                              Application fee

 

       Projects costing upto 5 lacs                                                      Rs.      100/-  
       Projects costing beyond  Rs. 5 lacs upto  10  lacs                    Rs.      200/- 
       Projects costing beyond   Rs. 10 lacs upto 1 crore                   Rs.   1,000/- 
       Projects   costing beyond   Rs. 1  crore  upto  5  crore             Rs.    2,000/- 
       Projects   costing beyond   Rs. 5  crore  upto  10  crores          Rs.   5,000/- 
       Projects  costing beyond  Rs.  10  crore                                    Rs.   10,000/- 
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Agenda  4 – Adoption of resoIution dated  23/03/2006 of Search & Selection Committee Constituted 
by  EKWMA  for appointment of Chief Technical Officer (Wetlands) of EKWMA 

 

The recommendation of the committee was considered and  Dr. Nitai Chandra Kundu was selected for the 
post of Chief  Technical Officer (Wetlands)of EKWMA. 

Agenda  5 –Approval of proposal of KMC for construction of 30  MGD water treatment Plan adjacent to 
Dhapa dumping ground. Mouza –Bainchitala ,P.S. Tiljala, Dist.South 24 Parganas. 

 

The project was approved subject to the following conditions. 
1. Construction should be done in most eco friendly manner. Construction material should be carefully 

chosen so that they do not cause any environmental concern and blend perfectly with the 
surroundings. 

2. Before filling up any water body an equivalent water body may be created. 
3. Construction of shed should be kept minimum and that too should be restricted for the operational 

purpose only. 
4. Chemicals and other inventory are to be stored outside EKW area. 
5. The front side of E. M. By Pass and the Basanti Road is to be covered with greeneries. 
6. The project may be executed under strict monitoring of EKWMA, at the designing and implementation 

stages.  

Agenda  6 –Approval of proposal of  5 acre land at Mouza – Bainchitala for 220 KV
 overhead transmission line bringing power for the proposed Budge Budge generating

 station unit 3 and for Subhas Gram substation of  PGCIL.  
 

The EKWMA did not take any decision on this project .It was decided to call project proponents for further 
clarification at a later date. Shri N. Kundu was asked to liaison with project proponents in this matter. 

                                                                                           Sd/ -  
A.

 

K. Deb  
Chief Secretary,Government of West  Bengal 

                                                                   & 
                                              Chairman, East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority  
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th
Minutes of the 5  Meeting of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority

The fifth meeting of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority was held on 22.12.2006. at 12 noon.
The following members were present:

1) Shri. A. K. Deb, Chief Secretary - Chairman.
2) Shri. A. K. Patnaik, Addl. Chief Secretary, Forest Deptt.
3) Shri. M. L. Meena, Principal Secretary, Environment Deptt.
4) Shri. S. Das, Principal Secretary, L&LR Deptt.
5) Shri. P. K. Pradhan, Principal Secretary, Urban Dev. & Municipal Affairs Deptt.
6) Shri. Dr. M. N. Roy, Principal Secretary, Panchayat & Rural Dev. Deptt.
7) Shri. Rajeeva Sinha, Project Director, KEIP.
8) Shri. A. Bandopadhyay, Commissioner, KMC.
9) Shri. P. R. Baviskar, CEO, KMDA.
10) Smt. S. Ghosh, ADM & DLLRO, South 24 Parganas.
11) Shri. P. K. Mishra. DM, North 24 Parganas.
12) Shri. Debal Ray, CEO, Environment Deptt.
13) Dr. Nitai Kundu, Scientist, IESWM & CTO, EKWMA.

The discussions were based on agenda notes circulated earlier to the members. The following decisions were 
taken.

Agenda 1: Confirmation of the minute of the 4th meeting of the EKWMA.
The minutes of 4th meeting was confirmed.

Agenda 2: Desiltation of a canal carrying sewage from Kolkata to EKW area.
Dr. Kundu, CTO, explained the need of the proposal for desiltation of 8 kilometers stretch of kheyadaha 
canal from Bantala to Boynala, was accepted in the meeting. It was suggested by the Principal Secretary, 
P & RD that fund will be made available from NRGES through the DM, South 24 Parganas. However, 
preferably the programme should be implemented with close association of local Gram Panchayats 
under direct supervision of Dr. N. Kundu, CTO, EKWMA. 

Secondly the excavation of Canal stretch from Tollygunj-Panchannagram canal to Bajbarantala (8 
Kms.) will be excavated and fund will be provided by the KEIP. CTO, EKWMA will coordinate the works.

These works are to be completed before monsoon.

Agenda 3: TOR note on preparation of detail management plan for EKW.
A comprehensive plan is to be prepared and detail TOR should be finalized in consultation with stake 
holders.

Agenda 4: Study tour report in connection with Hong Kong visit.
A study tour report of major issues arising out of the draft DPR on EKW’s Nature and wetland 
Interpretation Centre coupled with experience of visit to Hong Kong Wetland Park was presented.

Agenda 5: Declaration of DDO for running the EKWMA.
Proposal Approved and may be moved to Finance Deptt for approval.

Agenda 6: Opening of a bank account.
A bank account will be opened in any nationalized bank. The bank account will jointly e operated as per 
rules of the EKWMA.

Agenda 7: A proposal of CESC for installation of electric transmission line from Budge Budge through 
EKW has been submitted.
The proposal approved on following condition:

1) The transmission line to be installed in between two canals.
2) Number of towers will be one instead of two if possible.
3) The alignment fixed by the IESWM/ EKWMA is to be observed and proposed Wetland 

Interpretation Centre to be kept aside from alignment of transmission line.
4) Tower is to be erected on the land only and should be eco-friendly.
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5) An environment management plan is to be submitted to authority before installation and 
final approval of this project. 

6) Local level hearing is to be conducted and an assessment is to be made in the line so that 
proposed line can’t affect the avi-fauna and project will improve the living condition in the 
EKW community.

7) Proper arrangement to be made so that there should not be any obstruction in the flying 
path of migratory birds.

8) Arrangement may be made to provide Electricity to the villages in EKW.

9) CESC may be asked to apply in a proper format as per EKW Rules with appropriate fees. 
Meeting ended with thanks to the chair.

Sd/-
(A.K.Deb)

Chairman
EKWMA
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th
Minutes of the 6  Meeting of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority

thThe 6  meeting of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority was held on 16.01.2008 at 11.30 a.m.
The following members were present:

1) Shri. Amit Kiran Deb, Chief Secretary, Govt.of West Bengal – Chairman.
2) Shri. M.L.Meena, The Principal Secretary Environment Department
3) Shri. R.P.S Kahlon, The Principal Secretary, Fisheries Department
4) Shri. Tapan Kumar Gupta, The Principal Secretary, Irrigation &Waterways Department.
5) Shri. Barun Roy, Secretary, KMDA.
6) Shri. Probhat Mishra, District Magistrate, North-24-Parganas.
7) Smt. Sanghamitra Ghosh, District Magistrate, South24 Parganas
8) Shri. Santanu Basu, Project Director, KEIP.
9) Shri. Nitai Kundu, CTO, EKWMA.
10) Smt. Bonani Kakkar, President PUBLIC
11) Shri. S.K.Gupta, The Commissioner for The Principal Secretary, Panchayat & Rural Development 

Department.
12) Shri. G.Bayan, Jt. Secretary, Forest Deptt. for The Addl. Chief Secretary, Forest Department.
13) Shri. Dabobrata Bandyopadhyay, Jt. Secretary for The Principal Secretary, Urban Development 

Department.
14) Shri. Sasi Dulal Ghosh, Secretary, Fish Producers Association.

The discussions were based on agenda notes circulated earlier to the members. The following decisions were 
taken.

thAgenda 1: Confirmation of the minutes of the 5  meeting of EKWMA.

thThe minutes of the 5  meeting of EKWMA was approved by all the members present in this meeting.

Agenda 2: Presentation by Wetlands International South Asia regarding preparation of Management 
plan of EKW.

Dr. Chandrima Sinha, W.I., gave a presentation about the procedure and perspective that they are 
following for preparation of Management plan for East Kolkata Wetlands on behalf of Dr. Trisal. 
Following points were described in her presentation:

• Lessons that can be learnt from the wetland area and its local stakeholders.
• Importance of River Basin Management and Wetland Conservation.
• Understanding of wetland hydrology which is key to the management of any wetland.
• Concept of Wise Use.
• Wetland Management in Chilika Lake.
• Management Planning of Loktak and associated wetlands.
• Brief description of East Kolkata Wetlands and associated wetlands.
• Ramsar Guidelines and its use in management Plan of EKW.
• Management planning framework.

The Secretary, Fisheries Department suggested to take an inclusive approach while preparing 
this management plan. He also suggested that Committee of Fisheries can be met time to time and also 
interact with WI for finalization of Management Plan.

The Project Director, KEIP, informed that a study has been conducted in EKW area regarding the 
raw sewage carrying capacity of canals and storing capacity of fisheries. This report also gives 
information about how much sewage can be supplied to the EKW area in addition to the present volume 
to get its full usage for various economic activities.

The Chairman, EKWMA pointed out that KEIP is executing a comprehensive drainage scheme in 
KMC area and after completion of this scheme, it is expected that sewerage discharge would increase 
substantially in EKW area, hence there is need for desiltation and rejuvenation of EKW canal system 
because over the years these canals have become silted and choked. If this is not done, there is likely to 
be over flooding and causing damage to the wetland. So, KEIP was suggested to take up canal desiltation 
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programme prior to disposal of additional volume of sewage in EKW area. CTO also informed that out of 
5852.14Hectare area under substantially waterbody oriented zone approximately 3800 hectares are 
functioning properly and rest area is facing the problem of siltation. If this silted portion can be revived 
then production level of fisheries will increase as well as livelihood of local people will also be improved.

Agenda 3: Progress of canal desiltation work under NREGA in EKW area. 

It was informed that Bidyadhari canal has been desilted from Bantala Lalkuthi to New 
Bamanghata District Board canal stretching 3 km long, 20 feet wide and approximately 7 feet deep. The 
canal has been desilted using NREGA fund. Two culverts have been constructed; one is at Bantala and 
the other at Bagdoba. 5 km length of canal will be desilted in the next phase. Out of Rs 10 lac grant 
Rs.7,90,804 has been used and utilization certificate submitted to the concerned district authority.

Agenda 4: Canal desiltation and conservation programe in EKW area with the fund of the Central Govt.

It was informed by the Member Secretary, EKWMA that it has constituted a Steering Committee 
for supervising the desiltation of canals, afforestation and awareness building activities as a part of the 
action plan related to conservation and management of East Kolkata Wetlands. This action plan is 
supported by the MoEF, Govt. of India. In first phase (1) Lalkuthi no. 2 khal, (2) Chachcharia to Shifaltala 
(via Pukurait) (3) Kachagheri Jhaukhali Khal, (4) Sumidgiri khal have been selected for desiltation. 

KMDA has agreed to start their work of canal desiltation in EKW area recently.
KMDA has agreed to start desiltation work at (1) Paranchaprasi canal, (2) Nerini Canal and (3) 

Ghosher canal in EKW area very soon.

KEIP has also agreed to start desiltation work of another canal in the south western part of EKW area.

As advised by Ms. Kakkar, while desilting the canals some space is required to keep free on both 
sides of the canals so that birds can fly in near the canals and stay there.

Agenda 5: Clearance of project proposals submitted to EKWMA.

The Chairman suggested to form a committee consisting of DM, South-24 Parganas, CTO, 
EKWMA, Bonani Kakkar, President, PUBLIC, Tushar Ghosh, President, JBC; this committee will 
examine all the applications and submit to the EKWMA for decision. Considering the urgency the 
proposal of Fisheries Department of setting up of Pumping Station for lifting sewage to the fishery feeding 
channels during lean period has been approved in this meeting 

CTO informed that urban encroachment is high near Keshtopur canal and along the New Town 
boundary which are basically agricultural area as per land use status in EKW (C&M) Act, 2006. It is 
becoming difficult to control the encroachment day by day. 

The Member Secretary suggested the district administrations (North & South 24 Parganas) to 
stop the registration and mutation of the land in EKW area. 

Ms. Kakkar suggested not to allow construction of new metal road in the core area since that will 
fetch automobile causing pollution and harming biodiversity of the area. 

The Chairman suggested that a particular place need to be identified where all the products from 
Fisheries and Crop Fields will be gathered by cycle van or cycle rickshaw and from there these will be 
taken out from EKW area by Heavy vehicles to the other part of the city. It was suggested to involve the 
local youth of EKW area a guide to the outside visitors as an awareness generation programme. This will 
also help them to find an alternative part time job as well.

Agenda 6: Delegation of powers.

Delegation of power was approved in this meeting. It was decided that since East Kolkata Wetland 
Management Authority is constituted under the East Kolkata (Conservation & Management) Act.2006, 
having quasi judicial power for conservation and management of East Kolkata Wetland and powers need 
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to be utilized strictly as per various legal provisions. Already in one case an interest party has challenged 
the procedure of disposal of one application and same is under legal scrutiny. At present Authority is 
receiving many cases, legal notices, hence a proper legal back up is necessary for effective 
implementation of the statutory provision of the said Act, 2006.

Therefore, following action plan is placed for consideration: -

(a) As per Rule 10(3) of East Kolkata (Conservation & Management) Rules, 2006, proper delegation of 
powers may be made allowing Member-Secretary of the said Authority to issue regulatory and statutory 
orders with the approval of the Chairman. Before issuance of the regulatory and statutory orders, 
wherever necessary hearing may be taken by the Member –Secretary / Law Officer of Department of 
Environment, involving Chief Technical Officer of the said Authority.

(b) After completion of hearing, the matter will be placed before the Chairman of the said Authority for 
necessary action. The Authority should also vest powers to the Chairman for giving approval for 
regulatory orders as and when required. Legal Call of the Department of Environment will look after all 
legal matters of the said Authority in respect of Court cases and also for taking all preparatory action for 
issuing regulatory order as required under the law. Legal Officers, Department of Environment may be 
specifically entrusted for filing affidavit on behalf of the said Authority as has been done on earlier 
occasions in High Court and Hon’ble Supreme Court:

(c) Chief Technical Officer of the said Authority is in-charge and continues to be utilized for causing 
inspection on technical issues and monitor different technical project and maintain liaison with the 
Government of India and other Departments as and when required with the approval of the Member-
Secretary of the said Authority. Chief Technical Officer will also prepare the para-wise technical 
comments in respect of Court cases as and when required and also assist the Legal Cell technical 
matters.

(d) Chief Technical Officer may also be entrusted to look after the financial matters of the said authority 
under the supervision of the Member –Secretary of the said Authority. Ld. Legal Remembrancer may be 
requested to engage a specific Advocate for the said Authority. If in each case new Advocate is appointed, 
it would be difficult for the officers of the Authority to brief the matter to the Advocate as and when 
necessary. Environmental law specially East Kolkata (Conservation & Management) Acts and Rules are 
very specialized subject and appropriate acquaintance can only be developed by engaging a particular 
advocate to handle the case repeatedly.

Agenda 7: Setting up of Wetland Interpretation Centre.

The Chairman informed that the site earlier selected for Wetland Interpretation Centre of EKW will 
have to be changed due to some reason. So its necessary to identify a probable site for it within the EKW area.

Member Secretary and CTO suggested sites at Bantala near defunct Sedimentation tanks are 
situated and where Fisheries Department is going to set up its pumping station under NCDC 
programme.  CTO suggested to incorporate a part of abandoned garbage dumping ground where 
vegetable cultivation is not going on in Dhapa area for the proposed site of Wetland Interpretation 
Centre. It was also suggested to integrate the present bird watching station at Nalban of SFDC under 
Fisheries Department with the proposed Wetland Interpretation Centre. A small Committee consisting of 
CTO, Mr. Tushar Ghosh, Smt. Bonani Kakkar will finalise the site of WIL at the proposed site.

Agenda 8: Miscellaneous.
Annual Audit report for year 2006 – 2007 was placed and approved.
EKWMA will observe the World Wetland Day on February 2nd, 2008 and an expenditure of Rs. 

35,000/- has also been approved.

Meeting ended with the thanks to the chair.
(A. K. Deb)

Chief Secretary &
Chairman, EKWMA.
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thMinutes of the 7  meeting of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority (EKWMA) held in 
the Conference Room attached to Chief Minister’s Secretariat on July 15, 2008 at 4.00 p.m.

Members Present:

1) Shri Amit Kiran Deb, IAS, Chief Secretary, Government of West Bengal.
2) Shri Bijoy Chatterjee, IAS, Additional Chief Secretary, Departments of Forest & Tourism.
3) Shri M.L.Meena, Principal Secretary, IAS, Departments of Environment & Disaster Management.
4) Shri S.C.Tewari, IAS, Secretary & Land Reforms Commissioner, Land & Land Reforms 

Department.
5) Shri R.P.S.Kahlon, IAS, Secretary, Departments of Fisheries & Sports and Youth Services.
6) Shri Vivek Bharadwaj, IAS, Special Secretary, Urban Development Department.
7) Shri Alapan Bandyopadhyay, IAS, Municipal Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation.
8) Shri Barun Ray, IAS, Secretary, Representing Chief Executive Officer, Kolkata Metropolitan 

Development Authority.
9) Shri Anjan Chatterjee, Director, Personnel & ex-officio Chief Engineer, Representing the 

Secretary, Irrigation & Waterways Department.
10) Shri A.N.Basu, Chairman, West Bengal Pollution Control Board.
11) Shri Binod Kumar, IAS, District Magistrate, North 24 Parganas.
12) Smt. Sanghamitra Ghosh, IAS, District Magistrate, South 24 Parganas.
13) Shri Nitai Kundu, CTO, EKWMA.
14) Shri Dhrubajyoti Ghosh, Advisor, EKWMA.
15) Smt. Bananio Kakkar, President, PUBLIC.
16) Shri Tusar Ghosh, Secretary, Jalabhumi Bachao Committee.
17) Shri Sasi Dulal Ghosh, Secretary, Fish Producers Association.
18) Shri N.K.Das, Joint Secretary, Panchayat & Rural Development Department – Representative, 

Secretary, Panchayat & Rural Development Department.
19) Shri G.Bhattacharyya, Officer-on-Special Duty & ex-officio Deputy Secretary, Panchayat & Rural 

Development Department.
20) Shri N.B.Basu, Pr. CE (E), Kolkata Municipal Corporation – Invitee.
21) Shri B.K.Maity, DG (WB), Kolkata Municipal Corporation – Invitee.
22) Smt. Candrima Sinha, Wetlands International South Asia (WISA) – Invitee.
23) Shri Ritesh Kumar, Sr. Technical Officer, WISA – Invitee.
24) Shri C.L.Trisal, Director, WISA – Invitee.
25) Director-General, Water Sector, Kolkata Municipal Corporation – Invitee.

The discussions were based on agenda notes circulated earlier to the members. The following decisions 
were taken: 

th1. Confirmation of the minutes of the 6  meeting of EKWMA:

thThe minutes of the 6  meeting was approved by all the present members in the meeting.

2. Presentation by Wetlands International South Asia (SISA) regarding preparation of 
management plan for EKW:

Dr. C.L.Trisal, Director, WISA presented the draft report of the management plan of East Kolkata 
Wetlands in the meeting. The EKW system, the key issues relating to the area and the resource pool 
available in this area were described by him. The background hydrology of EKW system, i.e. the allied 
system of Adiganga, Bidyadhary, Noai, Sunti etc. was described and stressed the necessity for 
connecting these with the present EKW system to get regular freshwater discharge into EKW.

Considering the importance of this plan, members decided to give their feedback in writing to the 
EKWMA. The Authority will summarize these inputs and will convey to the WISA for integration in the 
final version of the management plan.

3. Submission of supplementary EIA-cum-EMP of the project “30 MGD water treatment 
plant” to be set up at Dhapa area by Kolkata Municipal Corporation (KMC):

The supplementary EIA-cum-EMP by the KMC for the project entitled “30 MGD Water Treatment Plan at 
Dhapa” was briefed by Dr. Nitai Kundu salient points are: 
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Construction should be done in most eco-friendly manner:

Topsoil excavated during construction would be stored for use in horticulture.
Erosion and sediment control measures would be ensured.
Disposal of mucks including excavated materials would not create any adverse effects.
Diesel generator sets would not be used.
Construction spoils and oils from construction equipments would not be allowed to contaminate
watercourse as well as ground water.
Ambient noise-levels would conform to residential standards during day and night.
To minimize suspended particle in air, adequate sprinkler arrangement would be provided.
Use of energy efficient construction materials would be ensured.
Use of ash-based bricks would be explored to the maximum.

Apart of water body (2.1 acre) is required to be filled up for the sake of construction. Hence,
compensatory water body will be double the area in the same location and thus, compensatory water
body will be 4.2 acres. The water body would not be lined and the embankment would not be cemented.
The water body would be kept in natural conditions without disturbing the ecological habitat.

Water treatment plant would be constructed in such a way that the major portion of the
constructed units would remain open to sky. While covered units of WTP has been proposed as 10.04%
of the total land area, the covered units open to sky would be 13.99% of the land area. The units of WTP
which require mandatory coverage have been proposed to be covered for the safety of the water treatment
process.

It is proposed to store Alum/PAC and Chlorine cylinder at a place away from the water treatment
plant. The chemical storage site will be situated within a distance of 1 km from the WTP site; on the
western side of E.M. Bypass (west of the “Bartaman” Building). The water treatment plant will keep
storages of chemicals (Alum/PAC/Chlorine) for a period of 7 to 10 days only for the smooth operation of
WTP. A covered vehicle will be used for bringing Alum/Pac/Chlorine cylinder at the work site on regular
basis.

Multi-row strip plantation of trees (tall, medium and small) all along the periphery of the site.
Growing hedges along the inner roads.
Plantation of tree groves and groves of flowering shrubs on vacant lands.
Plantation along the side of E.M.Bypass and Basanti Road.

There should be monitoring committee at two-levels. At the KMC-level and at the East Kolkata
Wetland-level to review the activities during implementation. KMC will engage agency to supervise the
activities proposed under EMP during the implementation stage. KMC will furnish monthly monitoring
report to the CTO, EKWMA for evaluation.

In additional to the conditions set for KMC, it made some additional commitments to comply the
Section-10 (5), of the EKW (C&M) Act, 2006, these are:

KMC will provide drinking water in the East Kolkata Wetland (EKW) area.

◙

◙

◙

◙

◙

◙

◙

◙

◙

Equivalent water bodies may be created:

Construction shed should be kept minimum:

Chemical and other inventory are to be stored outside the EKW area:

The front of E.M.Bypass and the Basanti Road should be covered with greeneries:

The project may be executed under strict monitoring of EKWMA, at the designing and
implementation state:

◙

◙

◙

◙

■
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■

■

■

KMC will sponsor the sanitation programme taken up by East Kolkata Wetlands Management

Authority (EKWMA).

KMC will provide financial support to EKWMA for setting up the interpretation Centre as a part of

awareness and capacity building programme.

KMC will also guarantee to supply sufficient amount of sewage in the canals of the EKW

throughout the year.

The CTO, EKWMA informed that Supplementary EIA-cum-EMP have been fulfilled all the
conditions except one and that is the creation of greenery along the E.M.Bypass and Basanti Road from
the project site. The Commissioner, KMC agreed to undertake this activity also for sake of the better
environment in EKW area as per the conditions given by the EKWMA.

The project for “Installation of High Power transmission line from Budge Budge to Kasba” by
CESC was ratified by the Authority on the conditions stipulated by EKWMA. CTO, EKWMA informed that
CESC has already undertaken these activities through its agencies.

Kumar Bose & Associates will audit the book of accounts of the EKWMA.

Hearing will be conducted for those applications submitted to the EKWMA by the local people of
EKW area for construction of their own house in the village area.

Sd/-

(Amit Kiran Deb)
Chief Secretary

Government of West Bengal

All the members except Mrs. Bonani Kakkar, approved the proposal.

1. Ratification of the proposal submitted by the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation (CESC):

2. Appointment of Auditor:

3. Miscellaneous:
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thMinutes of the 8  meeting of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority (EKWMA) held in 
the Conference Room attached to Chief Minister’s Secretariat on October 21, 2008 at 12 noon.

Members Present:

1) Shri Amit Kiran Deb, Chief Secretary, Govt. of WB, Chairman, EKWMA.
2) Shri Bijoy Chatterjee, Additional Chief Secretary, Departments of Forest & Tourism.
3) Shri. P. K. Pradhan, Principal Secretary, Urban Development Department.
4) Shri. M.L.Meena, Principal Secretary, Departments of Environment & Disaster Management.
5) Shri K.Bandhapadhaya, Special Secretary, Land & Land Reforms Department.
6) Shri R.P.S.Kahlon, Secretary, Departments of Fisheries & Sports and Youth Services.
7) Shri Alapan Bandyopadhyay, Municipal Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation.
8) Shri P. Baviskar, Chief Executive Officer, Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority.
9) Shri Anjan Chatterjee, Director, Personnel & ex-officio Chief Engineer, Representing the 

Secretary, Irrigation & Waterways Department.
10) Shri Binod Kumar, District Magistrate, North 24 Parganas.
11) Smt. Sanghamitra Ghosh, District Magistrate, South 24 Parganas.
12) Dr. Nitai Kundu, Chief Technical Officer, EKWMA.
13) Smt. Bonani Kakkar, President, PUBLIC.
14) Shri Sasi Dulal Ghosh, Secretary, Fish Producers Association.
15) Shri G.Bhattacharyya, Officer-on-Special Duty & ex-officio Deputy Secretary, Panchayat & Rural 

Development Department.
16) Shri Ritesh Kumar, Sr. Technical Officer, WISA – Invitee.
17) Dr. Candrima Sinha, WISA, New Delhi – Invitee

On behalf of Dr. C. L. Trisal of Wetlands International South Asia, Dr. Ritesh Kumar presented the 
Draft Final report of the EKW management plan in the meeting. Main issues are summarized as under:

• Management Approach and Methodology: The approach adopted for the formulation of 
integrated management plan of EKW emphasizes on development of effective institutional 
mechanisms for its conservation and sustainable development. The methodology for 
management planning is based on the New Guidelines for Management Planning for Ramsar 
Sites and Other Wetlands as adopted by Contracting Parties to the Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands in their seventh meeting held in 2002 

• Rationale and Scope: Establishment of management planning rationale and scope was based on 
rapid inventorization and assessment of wetland features and factors governing the features.

There has been a progressive shift in the land use within EKW leading to a gradual dominance of 
agriculture, which accounts for 40% of the wetland area. The area under fish farms has reduced 
from 7,300 ha in 1945 to 5,842 ha in 2003. Hence, efforts should be made to increase fish farm 
area and ensure that this area is not reduced under any circumstance.

üIt is necessary to ensure enhancing the carrying capacity of the channels and total retention 
capacity of the wetland area.

üIt should be ensured that flow of heavy metals from any source is monitored and totally stopped.

üThe conservation of biodiversity should be given top priority in the Management plan and that 
EKW should ensure.

üEfforts are therefore needed to increase income level of the people within this area.

• Key Management Issues:

üAbsence of effective institutional mechanisms

üAbsence of policies and strategies to guide coordinated action within river basin linking 
hydrological processes

ü
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Full range of values and functions of EKW not integrated into developmental and land use 
planning

üWater allocation biased towards human uses ignoring ecological purposes
üLack of involvement of stakeholders, particularly marginalized communities in planning and 

decision making
üLack of baseline information for planning and decision making
üGradual decline in fish farm areas
üReduced carrying capacity of channels and retention capacity of EKW area
üFlow of heavy metal contents in the EKW
üThreat to biodiversity
üPoor economic condition of the community living in this area
üUnsustainable use of the wetland and non-wetland uses in the EKW.

• Management Planning Framework:

• Key management strategies

üManagement zoning identifying wetland areas as core zone and others as buffer zones

üEstablishing hierarchical and multiscalar inventory of hydrological, ecological, 
socioeconomic and institutional features to support management planning and decision making

üEnsuring hydrological connectivity of EKW with freshwater and coastal processes at basin level

üRegulating industrial effluent discharge as per CPCB standards

üEnvironmental flows as basis for water allocation for conservation and developmental activities

üBiodiversity conservation through habitat improvement of endangered and indigenous species

üEcotourism development along with infrastructural development for enhancing awareness, 
income generation and livelihood diversification

üPoverty reduction through sustainable resource development and utilization

üFormation of multi-stakeholder groups for planning, implementation and monitoring of MAP

• Action plan :

üManagement zoning

üWater management

üHabitat restoration

üEcotourism development

üSustainable resource development and livelihood improvement

üInstitutional development

• Institutional Arrangement

EKWMA be restructured for effective management planning and coordination amongst the line 
departments and agencies. A Cabinet Sub-Committee on Environment and Ecology may be considered 
for overall policy directive. High level steering committee under the EKWMA be constituted for ensuring 
interagency cooperation. Project Implementation Committee be constituted with representation of all 
line departments for MAP implementation. Scientific and community advisory groups be constituted to 
advice on implementation. Implementation of specific action plans be undertaken through project 
management units. 

Apart from the MAP implementation committee, there will be an Area Development Committee to 
monitor all development activities in the EKWIC area.

The EKWMA and EKWIC may be housed together with IESWM. IESWM may provide technical and other 
supports to EKWMA and its WIC. Proper scientific and technical manpower to be deployed to make the 
EKWMA effective.

A budget of Rs.304.4 was estimated to implement the plan.

ü
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After the power point presentation the Chairman invited the members to give theirs comments and 

suggestions. The floor was open for discussion as well.

The Chairman himself expressed the alarming concern of core water area shrinkage. He appreciated the 

view of that serious steps are needed to be taken for expanding the water area and hydrological 

connectivity. But the proper way to make this tool work would be to conduct a survey and draw up an 

elaborate description of feasibilities of new water areas. 

It was mentioned that KMC releases a huge volume of sewage in the SWF canal which is sufficient to feed 

all the fish ponds in this area. But the problem is that the sewage passes away into the Kulti River 

keeping the fishponds high and dry (especially in summer) as the branch canals are almost incapable of 

carrying sewage to the fisheries. Hence WISA proposed a one-time desiltation of the entire main and 

branch canals as well. But the Chief Engineer, Irrigation Department as well as CEO, KMDA suggested 

that it should be a recurring activity to keep the drainage system functioning smoothly. Dr. Kundu 

informed that KEIP together with EKWMA are approaching towards desiltation of a large number of 

canals in coming months as he also informed that some canals have already been desilted with the help 

of NREGS fund. Mr Sashi Dulal Ghosh suggested all the canal desiltation work of the EKWMA may be 

vetted with the KEIP where a cell of Irrigation Department is working for this. He also emphasized on the 

involvement of EKWMA in distribution sewage.

The Chairman suggested to prepare a manual of best practices for water allocation and Hydrology along 

with Housing, Agriculture, Pisciculture, and Floriculture aspects.

Mrs. Bonani Kakkar appreciated all the aspects of the management plan. She pointed out that the 

setting up of Wetland Interpretation Center (WIC) in EKW area will be a good step forward to highlight the 

wetland’s value and it will bring Kolkata in the limelight in international arena. The concept of eco 

tourism was appreciated by all the members as well.

WISA then suggested that North Eastern part of the area which used to be an agriculture field and very 

much adjacent to the Rajarhat new Town is very much suitable for Wetland Interpretation Centre.

The CEO, KMDA appreciated the zoning concept of the management plan specifically along with all other
aspects. He suggested introducing the use of solar energy in wetlands area to uplift the livelihood of local
people.

The Additional Chief Secretary, Forest and Tourism suggested to involve both the Tourism Department 

and Forest Department for the development of eco tourism in wetlands area as it will provide a good 

expert support as well as making the area greener.

As agriculturists are not having a good production in their fields mainly because of insufficient sewage 

supply, an alternative has been suggested to convert these lands into water area where the same people 

can do pisciculture and at the same time wetland would be enhanced. This idea was appreciated by all 

the members.

In case of promoting floriculture some members suggested to stick to the local varieties of flowers as it 

will be easy to maintain at a comparative lower cost.

Dr. Kundu, CTO informed that afforestation program has been started and it will be continued in the 

coming years also.

WISA suggested the State Government to take up an initiative to spread the management plan to the 

grassroots level people of wetlands area for better conservation and management. A film has been 

produced by EKWMA. However a detailed communication strategy is to be prepared
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Finally the Chairman requested WISA to prepare the same in due course of time.

The hard copy of the final report will be submitted by WISA by November 10, 2008 to the EKWMA for 

approval.

Meeting ended with thanks to the Chair.

Sd/-
Amit Kiran Deb
Chief Secretary

Government of West Bengal
&             

Chairman, EKWMA
.
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th
Minutes of the 9  meeting of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority (EKWMA) 

held in the Chief Minister’s Conference Room on March 13, 2009 at 3 p.m.

Members Present:

1) Shri Asok Mohan Chakrabarti, Chief Secretary, Govt. of WB, Chairman, EKWMA.
2) Shri. P. K. Pradhan, Principal Secretary, Urban Development Department.
3) Shri. M.L.Meena, Principal Secretary, Departments of Environment & Disaster Management.
4) Shri Balbir Ram, Principal Secretary, Land & Land Reforms Department.
5) Shri R.P.S.Kahlon, Pr. Secretary, Departments of Fisheries & Sports and Youth Services.
6) Shri Alapan Bandyopadhyay, Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation.
7) Shri P. Baviskar, Chief Executive Officer, Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority.
8) Shri. Khalil Ahmed, District Magistrate, South 24 Parganas.
9) Shri Vivek Bhardwaj, Project Director, KEIP.
10)Shri Anjan Chatterjee, Director, Personnel & Ex-officio Chief Engineer, Representing the 

Secretary, Irrigation & Waterways Department.
11)Dr. Nitai Kundu, Chief Technical Officer, EKWMA.
12)Shri. Tapas Chowdhury, ADM, LR, South 24 Parganas.
13)Shri. G Bhattacharya, OSD & E. O. Dy. Sec, P & RD Dept.
14)Shri. A. K. Ghosh Dastidar, DSC, KEIP.
15)Shri Sasi Dulal Ghosh, Secretary, Fish Producers Association.
16)Shri. Tushar Ghosh, Secretary, Jalabhumi Banchao Committee.

The discussions were based on agenda items circulated earlier to the members. The following 
decisions were taken:

thConfirmation of the minutes of the 8  meeting of EKWMA

thThe minutes of the 8  meeting was approved by all the present members in the meeting.

Highlights of the Management Plan – A presentation

The Chief Technical Officer of EKWMA gave a power point presentation about the Management 
Action Plan and conservation approach of East Kolkata Wetlands. His presentation is briefly described 
below:

ØBrief description of geographical location and hydraulic structures of EKW.
ØManagement challenges of this area.
ØManagement approach following Ramsar guidelines.
ØStrategies for better management.
ØSynopsis of the Management Plan taken up by the EKWMA in 2008.
ØProposed land use pattern and scope for creation of new water area within the boundary of EKW.
ØDevelopment of eco tourism and setting up of Wetland Interpretation Center with the help of 

HIDCO.

Disposal of the applications submitted to the EKWMA & Encroachment removal
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After the presentation of the CTO, the Member Secretary, EKWMA pointed out the focal issues that need 
to be addressed immediately for implementation of the Management Action Plan. These are,

i. Solving the problem of continuous encroachment in wetland area,
ii. Accommodation of the growing population of the EKW inhabitants,
iii. Disposal of the applications submitted by the local villagers for granting permission for 

construction of one storied own house.
iv. Canal desiltation in all over EKW area.

The Member Secretary also suggested to constitute a small committee that will look after all the 
applications submitted to the EKWMA for NOC of building construction and allied activities. This 
committee will advise the EKWMA about which applications can be granted NOC and which can’t be and 
with valid reasons.

After this, the Chairman pointed out that the Authority should immediately take steps for 
preventing the new encroachment in EKW area and start removing the previous encroachments after the 
ensuing election. The Member Secretary and the CTO informed that some Govt. Departments are also 
not following the proper procedure for construction in EKW area like Benfish doing a construction in 
Dhapa Manpur and Bidhannagar Municipality in Khashmahal area. The Chairman requested the 
Secretary, Fisheries Department and Pr. Secretary, U D Department about these issues.

Desiltation Programme:

The chairmen also added that Canal desiltation programme should also be given priority as this is 
highly linked with the pisciculture activities in EKW area.

It was informed that the Govt. of India has provided fund in previous as well as current financial 
year for desiltation of canals in this area. But it was very unfortunate that the fund could not be used as 
the vetting for the desiltation schemes were not approved by the state Irrigation and Waterways 
Department. The Chairman advised the CTO and the representative of Irrigation and Waterways 
Department to sort out as quickly as possible and start desiltation work at a faster pace.

The Project Director, KEIP declared that it has a total budget of Rs. 15 crore for desiltation of 
canals in EKW area and KEIP is going to implement it. The Secretary, Fish Producers’ Association (an 
NGO) pointed out that only random canal desiltation will not be much effective but a balanced desiltation 
(canals as well as fish ponds) in all over EKW area is highly expected. In that case HIDCO can be involved 
for excavation works for creation of new waterbody around the Keshtopur canal area and other areas of 
EKW also.

Secretary of Jalabhumi Banchao Committee (NGO) informed that people of the Wetland area have 
become much aware of the importance of this water area and hence they are themselves protecting 
waterbodies from any kind of encroachment by insiders as well as outsiders. But in return of this, they 
are not getting any developmental service from the EKWMA like desiltation of canals, power supply in 
remote villages, safe drinking water supply as KMC has promised to provide them. He requested that 
local people who have submitted prayer for construction/ extension of their dwelling units should be 
allowed

Implementation of Management Action Plan

135



The Chairman requested the members present about their opinion and suggestions on the 
implementation of Management Plan.

Members participated in the discussion have focused on as how to implement the Management 
Action Plan.

After detailed discussion Chairman suggested:

ØTo prepare specific action oriented programme for implementation of the management plan covering 
the following points:

• Specific objectives
• Goals.
• Time frame to achieve these goals.
• Budget for implementation of the work.

ØIt was also decided to constitute a committee to examine the applications submitted to the EKWMA 
with following members:

1. Mr. Balbir Ram, Pr. Secy.,L & L.R. Deptt.

2. Mr. M. L. Meena, Pr. Secretary, Env. Deptt.

3. Mr. A. Bandyopadhyay, Commissioner, KMC

4. DM, South 24 Parganas

5. Mr. Tushar Ghosh, Secretary, JBC

6. Dr. Nitai Kundu, CTO, EKWMA

ØAs proposed the desiltation of canals can be done by the BDO concerned through the Panchayat 
Samiti.

ØThe Management Plan can be published jointly by the EKWMA and Wetlands International, South 
Asia.

ØThe chairman also suggested to conduct the next meeting in the first week of June, 2009.

Sd/-
A.M. Chakrabarti

Chairman, EKWMA,
& Chief Secretary, GoWB.
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th
Minutes of the 10  Meeting of East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority (EKWMA) held 

on 10.02.2010 at 2:30 pm in the Conference Hall in Writers’ Building, Kolkata

Sri Asok Mohan Chakrabarti, Chief Secretary, Govt. of West Bengal & Chairman, EKWMA chaired the 

meeting.

Following members were present in the meeting:

1) Sri M.L. Meena, Principal Secretary, Environment Department & Member Secretary, EKWMA, 

Govt. of West Bengal

2. Principal Secretary, Land and Land Reforms Department, Govt. of West Bengal

3. Principal Secretary, Fisheries Department, Govt. of West Bengal

4. Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation

5. Chief Executive Officer, Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority

6. District Magistrate, North 24 parganas

7. District Magistrate, South 24 parganas

8. Sri Tapas Chowdhury, ADM (LR), South 24 parganas --- Representative of DM, South 24 

parganas

9. Sri Goutam Bhattacharya, Joint Secretary, Panchayet & Rural Development, Govt. of West 

Bengal — Representative of Principal Secretary, Panchayet & Rural Development, Govt. of West 

Bengal

10.Sri P.D. Bandyopadhyay, Joint Secretary, Forest Department, Govt. of West Bengal--- 

Representative of Additional Chief Secretary, Forest Department, Govt. of West Bengal

11.Ms. Bonani Kakkar, President, PUBLIC

12.Sri Tushar Ghosh, Secretary, Jalabhumi Banchao Committee

13.Sri Sasi Dulal Ghosh, Secretary, Fish Producers Association

14.Dr. Nitai Kundu, Chief Technical Officer, EKWMA

The following decisions were taken after detailed discussion based on Agenda items circulated earlier to 

all the members of EKWMA:

Ø1. Confirmation of the minutes of the 9  Meeting of EKWMA
thThe minutes of the 9  Meeting is approved by all the present members of EKWMA in the meeting.

Ø2. Audit Report of EKWMA of the financial year 2006-07, 2007-08, 2008-09

Committee approved the Annual Accounts report of EKWMA of the financial year 2006-07, 2007-08, 

and 2008-09 and decided to request Principal Accountant General (Audit) for final audit.

Chairman, EKWMA also instructed to send the copy of the Annual Accounts report to all members of 

EKWMA for information and observations, if any.

Ø3. Disposal of application for NOC under East Kolkata Wetlands (EKW) area

Member Secretary, EKWMA informed that a Committee constituted vide EKWMA Meeting heldon 

13.03.2009 & committee comprising of EKWMA members to examine application for NOC/Change of 

character of land of all applications on 13.07.2009 and decided all applicants who are the original 

residents of EKW area are recommended only for construction of their own residential houses and 

th
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such number is 112. The Committee regretted remaining 133 applications who were either outsider 

or not applied in proper format.

Chairman, EKWMA mentioned that, EKWMA should fix the criteria for the selection process of 

applications for NOC, and the permissible built up area for residential purpose. 

Thus the Committee decided that, authority will finalize all above mentioned criteria in the 

subcommittee constituted earlier. This Committee then recommends applications on the basis of 

such criteria to the EKWMA for final approval.

Committee also decided that, EKWMA would examine the applications for NOC sent by KMC.

Ø

The Committee is very much concerned about this issue. Thus the Committee decided to demolish all 

unauthorized construction in the EKW area. It is decided to organize a demolition programme for 

removing the encroachments in Dhapa area under Tiljola Police Station on 17.02.2010 and other 

parts of EKW area on 18.02.2010. EKWMA, KMC, DM, South 24 parganas will assists this 

programme. Chairman, EKWMA also instructed to District Magistrate, South 24 parganas to 

arrange the police support for security and Commissioner, KMC for logistic support in this 

demolition programme.

Ø5. Extension of the Project, entitled “Conservation & Management of East Kolkata 

Wetlands”

Committee agreed the extension of the Project “Conservation & Management of East Kolkata 

Wetlands” and approved the new proposal of the project “Conservation & Management of East 

Kolkata Wetlands”.

Ø6. Implementation of Management Plan of EKW

The Management Plan submitted by WISA has been approved by EKWMA earlier and sent to MoEF 

for their approval. MoEF has already released fund for implementation of few components of the 

Management Plan. As suggested in the Management Plan of EKW, Committee agreed to prepare a 

master plan for renovation of Linkage canals which connect EKW canals from outside. This is 

considered in the Management Plan and also very useful for restoration of fish ponds and also unique 

eco-system of EKW area.

It is thus decided that a detailed Project Report (DPR) is to be prepared under supervision of Irrigation 

Department; Govt. of West Bengal The DPR will be submitted to Govt. of India for funding. Secretary, 

Irrigation Department will be requested to take initiative to make a team for preparation of this DPR. 

Necessary cost for preparation of the DPR will be borne by the EKWMA.

Ø7 Report about the re-excavation and de-silting of canals of EKW for improvement of 

sewage distribution system of EKW, awareness generation and afforestation at EKW area

CTO, EKWMA illustrated de-siltation programme which will cover around 75 km canal by KEIP at the 

first phase and around 50 km by EKWMA. EKWMA has completed one canal earlier. Another canal 

4. Encroachment Issue
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named Sumit gheri (length- 6150 m) is approved and ready for issuance of the Work Order. EKWMA 

also approved the proposal of the Heder bheri and Nuner bheri-Captain bheri connecting Khal. KEIP 

will start de-siltation programme from 14th February, 2010. Awareness programme and plantation 

programme is also going on.

Committee approved all the re-excavation and de-silting, afforestation and awareness generation 

programme in EKW. 

Principal Secretary, Fisheries Department pointed out de-siltation of the outlet canals for scientific 

aquaculture of the EKW area. Commissioner, KMC requested the Fish Producers Association and 

Jalabhumi Banchao Committee to meet and discuss on the possibilities of such outlet arrangement.

Ø

Committee principally agreed to set up Wetland Interpretation Centre at Bantala area. 

Commissioner, KMC will examine the land availability around Bantala. CTO, EKWMA informed that 

WWT, UK prepared the DPR of Wetland Interpretation Centre earlier, Committee decided to go 

forward taking help from this DPR to set up the Wetland Interpretation Center at the proposed 

location around Bantala. 

Ø9. Promotion of Eco-tourism activities at EKW area

Secretary, Fish Producers Association pointed out that farmers get proper engagement in 4 months 

in a year, it is thus necessary to arrange the engagement of the farmers for rest of the period. 

Management Plan thus focused on promotion of eco-tourism in various parts of EKW area for proper 

engagement of the local people throughout the year.

EKWMA thus principally agreed to promote such eco-tourism activities which will have no 

environmental adverse impact in the eco-system of EKW. The Committee constituted earlier will 

prepare a guideline and also examine the proposal before sending to the EKWMA for decision.

Applicants already submitted for eco-tourism activities may be requested to submit the detailed 

Project Report to the EKWMA for decision.

Ø10.Miscellaneous

The Secretary, Jalabhumi Banchao Committee informed that Fisheries Department under UNDP 

finance installed Pumping Station at Bantala. Annually 70-75 lakhs is needed for O&M of the 

pumping station.

He requests EKWMA to run this pumping station and KMC is also requested to provide financial 

assistance towards this.

Apart from the maintenance of land use in the EKW area it is necessary to improve the overall level of 

the fish ponds and introduce new varieties which may fetch more economic return in EKW fisheries. 

This will be a positive step towards enhancement of livelihood in EKW.

Considering this the EKWMA will consider a research project to support Eco-monitoring and 

8. Setting up Wetland Interpretation Centre, Wetland park at EKW area
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sustainability of wetland and captive breeding of endangered fish species in East Kolkata Wetlands 

jointly submitted by The University of Burdwan and Centre for Environmental Management and 

Participatory Development (CEMPD), Kolkata.

Secretary, Jalabhumi Banchao Committee requested that some initiative may be taken by the 

EKWMA for electrification of the non-electrified villages above which WBSEDCL lay132 KV D/C the 

power line.

Chairman, EKWMA agreed to prepare a detail plan.

Post facto approval for the project on Demonstration-cum-Training Centre at Bamanghata of the 

Food Processing Industries & Horticulture Department, Govt. of West Bengal was placed and 

approved in the meeting. 

The meeting ended with thanks to the chair.

Sd/-
Asok Mohan Chakrabarti

Chairman, EKWMA &
Chief Secretary, Govt. of West Bengal
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th
Minutes of the 11  Meeting of East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority (EKWMA) held on 

07.06.2010 at 4:30 pm at the CM’s Secretariat Conference Hall-II in Writers’ Building, Kolkata

Sri Ardhendu Sen, Chief Secretary, Govt. of West Bengal & Chairman, EKWMA chaired the meeting.

Following members were present in the meeting:

1. Additional Chief Secretary, Forest Department, GoWB

2. Principal Secretary, Environment Department, GoWB

3. Principal Secretary, Urban Development Department, GoWB

4. Secretary, Municipal Affairs Department, GoWB

5. Principal Secretary, Fisheries Department, GoWB

6. Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation

7. Chief Executive Officer, Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority

8. ADM & LR, North 24 parganas — Representative of DM, North 24 paraganas

9. ADM & LR, South 24 parganas — Representative of DM, South 24 parganas

10.Sri Goutam Bhattacharya, Joint Secretary, Panchayet & Rural Development, Govt. of West 

Bengal — Representative of Principal Secretary, Panchayet & Rural Development, Govt. of West 

Bengal

11.Ms. Bonani Kakkar, President, PUBLIC

12.Sri Tushar Ghosh, Secretary, Jalabhumi Banchao Committee

13.Sri Sasi Dulal Ghosh, Secretary, Fish Producers Association

14.Sri Salil Kumar Chattopadhyay, CE-II, I&WD, GoWB — Representative of Secretary, I&WD, 

GoWB 

15.Dr. Nitai Kundu, Chief Technical Officer, EKWMA

th 1. Confirmation of the minutes of the 10 meeting of EKWMA.

ØThe minutes of 10 meeting was confirmed.

2. Submission of a Proposal for financial assistance from MoEF for implementation of Integrated 

Management Action Plan of EKW.

ØEarlier EKWMA has submitted Management Plan of EKW to MoEF and mentioned that a detail 

scheme was under preparation for financial assistance. Now this detailed financial proposal from 

Management Plan is ready after discussion with the stake holders and EKWMA has approved 

this. Meanwhile the proposal of Rs. 196 lakhs (as part of detail financial proposal) may be sent to 

MoEF for allocation of fund.

th
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3. Review of the work relating to the preparation of DPR- “Rejuvenation of adjacent sub-basins 

along with core area of EKW” assigned to Irrigation & Waterways Department, Govt. of West 

Bengal.

ØAs per the decision of the EKWMA a committee has been formed consisting of technical personnel 

from EKWMA and Irrigation & Waterways Department, GoWB for preparation of the DPR - 

“Rejuvenation of adjacent sub-basins along with core area of EKW” and this committee has 

started working on it. The committee will submit report within 3months. An expenditure of Rs. 2 

lakh is to be given for technical assistance to I & W Deptt. 

4. Appointment of DDO

ØPresently the EKWMA office is located at Institute of Environmental Studies and Wetland 

Management (IESWM). It is thus decided to appoint The Director of the Institute of 

Environmental Studies and Wetland Management, Department of Environment, GoWB as the 

DDO for EKWMA.

5. Miscellaneous

i. Progress of rejuvenation of 22 km stretch of Adiganga

ØCTO mentioned the progress of work and Authority also decided that afforestation should 

start after completion of de-siltation work to stop soil erosion. I & W department is not facing 

any problem. A report of progress may be sent to MoEF.

ii. Establishment of Wetland Interpretation Centre of EKW at Bantala with the financial help 

from both the Govt. of India and State Govt. of West Bengal

ØAs per the Management Plan of EKWMA it is proposed to set up Wetland Interpretation 

Centre. Fund will be provided by the Govt. of India and State Government. KMC has been 

requested to provide 30 acres of land at Bantala. This WIC can be developed by the 

department of forest as per detailed guideline. However technical supervision will continue to 

be with IESWM.

iii. Committee constitution for preparation of guidelines for eco-tourism and residential houses 

of villagers in EKW area

ØA committee has been constituted regarding above mentioned subject taking having following 

composition:

1) Commissioner , KMC --- Chairman

2) Dr. S. Kaul, Director, MoEF, GoI---- Member

3) Representative from KMDA---- Member

4) Representative from Fisheries Deptt, GoWB---- Member

5) Representative from L & LR Deptt, GoWB----- Member
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6)  Representative from Tourism Deptt, GoWB---- Member

7) Bonani kakkar, PUBLIC(NGO)--- Member

8) Tushar Ghosh , JBC (NGO)--- Member

9) Chief Technical Officer, EKWMA--- Member convener.

iv. Operation & Maintenance of sewage pumping station at Bantala in EKW

ØIt is decided that the Operation and Maintenance cost (approx Rs. 5 lakh monthly at present) 

of the sewage pumping station at Bantala installed by the Fisheries Deptt. will be borne by 

Fisheries Department and KMC equally. EKWMA will coordinate its operation.

The meeting ended with thanks to the chair.

Sd/-
Ardhendu Sen

Chairman, EKWMA &
Chief Secretary, Govt. of West Bengal
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thMinutes of the 12  meeting of East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority (EKWMA) 

held on 14.09.10 at 1.30 p.m. at the Chief Secretary’s room in Writer’s Building, Kolkata.

Sri Ardhendu Sen, Chief Secretary, Govt. of West Bengal & Chairman, EKWMA chaired the meeting.

Following members were present in the meeting:

1. The Additional Chief Secretary, Forest Department

2. The Principal Secretary, Urban development Department

3. The Secretary, Fisheries Department

4. The Secretary, Irrigation and waterways Department

5. The Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation

6. The Chief Executive Officer, Kolkata Metropolitan Development authority

7. The Member Secretary, West Bengal Pollution Control Board

8. The District Magistrate, Dist: 24 Parganas (South) ADM(R) –in-charge of DM

9. The District Magistrate, Dist: 24 Parganas (North)

10.Ms. Bonani Kakkar, President, PUBLIC

11.Mr. Tushar Ghosh, Secretary, Jalabhumi Bachao Committee

12.Mr. Sashi Dulal Ghosh, Secretary, Fish Producers Association

13.The Project Director, KEIP

14.DGO (SAP), KMDA

15.Project Director, I& WD, KEIP

16.G.Bhattacharya, Joint Secretary, P & RD Deptt.

17.Mr.Arindam Ray, Additional Director, KMDA

18.Mr. K.Bandopadhay Special Secretary, L&LR Deptt.

Agenda wise discussion was held and following decisions were taken:-
th1. Confirmation of the minutes of the 11  meeting of EKWMA

thThe minutes of the 11  meeting is confirmed.

2. Submission of the report of the committee on Guidelines of Eco-Tourism & Housing for Local 

Residents in the EKW area

On behalf of the committee on guidelines of Eco-Tourism & Housing for Local Residents in the 

EKW area, Dr Nitai Kundu, CTO EKWMA has presented the report.

The committee in this report recommended that housing for the local people shall be allowed only 

on settlement designated plots under The East Kolkata Wetlands (conservation and 

management) Act, 2006. The committee has prohibited the following as under.

1. Prohibiting the following activities in the EKW area

a) Construction beyond first floor- maximum 8m above G L.

b) Open discharge of sewage and sewerage.

c) Embankments which interfere with hydrological regimes.

d) Raising the housing plinths beyond certain level as per rules of sanctioning authority which 

require to be endorsed by EKWMA.

e) Excavation beyond a certain limit (should be determined through site inspection).
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f) Covered area beyond 200 sq.m.

g) Ground coverage 30% of the total area for residential building.

h) Use of organic construction material should be promoted as far as possible.

I) Color of the building may be blending with the overall wetland habitat.

j) The building plan of the respective authorities in the EKW area shall incorporate special 

directions of the EKWMA.

k) Optional use of water harvesting structures within the wetland settlement.

l) An urgent plan needs to be undertaken regarding water and sanitation provisions within EKW 
residential area.

m) Sanitation, proper connectivity, education facilities, health facilities are to be extended which 
enables the local people to enhance their livelihood without compromising the basic 
principles of the EKW under Ramsar wise use policy. Improvement of fish markets, proper 
storage of vegetables, fish, horticultural crops, medicinal plants produced in EKW area and 
its primary processing are also to be thought with proper restrictions. 

n) Educational facilities, like schools, colleges, research institutions related subjects are to be 
allowed on the condition that local stakeholders interests are to be fulfilled and also for up 
keeping of environment in exercise of Sec 10 of The East Kolkata Wetlands (conservation and 
management) Act, 2006. 

2. Demarcation /Boundary of the site shall be made of 3 feet brick and rest will be steel covered with 

green verge.

3. Solar lighting and use of alternative sources of energy is to be encouraged in the area as a general 

program.

4. Use of water harvesting structures within the wetland settlements is to be encouraged. 

Dr. Nitai Kundu also presented the guideline for eco-tourism in EKW area. He informed that the entire 

EKW area has been divided into 5 zones in this report, on the basis of need for enhancement of the 

livelihood and mandate for conservation of Biodiversity (See Map). The zones are described as under: 

Zone1:

This is ecologically the most important zone of the Ramsar site. This zone is ecologically sensitive. No 

construction of buildings will be permitted. Temporary structures shall be made only for operational 

purpose like tourist sitting, toilet facilities and eating centre. In this zone generally there will be no 

provision for night stay of the tourists.

Zone2:

In this zone eco-tourism can be promoted for providing additional employment opportunity as 

employment is not guaranteed throughout the year. Labour intensive ecotourism may be promoted 

extensively to cater inherent need of the area. Eco-friendly establishments like log huts and cottage may 

be allowed for ecotourism purpose with maximum cover area of 10% of the total land area. The proposed 

land use shall be as: compulsory plantation in 50% of the land area and 30% will be open space, and 10% 

will be used for infrastructure like pathways and 10% will be cover area.

Zone3:

It covers mainly Dhapa area; it is fragile and vulnerable area. Construction work cannot be permitted. 

Only low impact tourism may be permitted. No development or change of use is permitted in this zone 

excepting temporary sheds for the purpose of solid waste management or temporary sheds for 

operational purposes of Eco-Tourism like tourist sitting, toilet facilities and eating centre.
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Zone4:
Eco-tourism as well as productive farming including Horticulture, Floriculture, Apiculture or similar 

activities including Green House Conditions may be promoted in this area for livelihood improvement of 

the local people. Limited construction activity may be allowed for eco-tourism and diversification of 

livelihood with no pollution load. Institutional, Educational, Multipurpose Cold storage and such other 

buildings with restriction of 8 metre shall be allowed. Proposed land use shall be as: Compensatory 

water area in 40% of the project area, plantation in 15% of the project area and 20% will be open space 

and 13% will be used for infrastructure like road and 12% will be cover area excluding existing 

waterbodies designated in The East Kolkata Wetlands (conservation and management) Act, 2006. The 

ground coverage will be 12% of the area and height shall not exceed two storied and 8 metre.

Zone5:

This zone is identified for recreational activity and low degree of developmental activity shall be allowed 

for eco-tourism keeping parity with wetland conservation. Waste recycling activities are proposed in this 

zone. Research and Development, Educational and other institutions may be allowed as per the 

demarcation in the drawing with the guidelines made in the respective sector with preference to local 

farmer and local people. Proposed land use shall be as: compulsory water area in 40% of the project area, 

plantation in 20% of the project area and 10% will be open space and 15% will used for infrastructure 

like road and 15% will be cover area existing waterbodies designated in The East Kolkata Wetlands 

(Conservation and Management) Act, 2006. The height of the building will be two storied and 8 metre and 

ground coverage will be 15% of the area. 

The activities or events that are specified for the development of Eco-Tourism in this report are: 

a) Development of recreational facilities

i) Board Walk and Nature Trails
ii) Guided boat rides
iii) Watch Towers
iv) Angling Spots
v) Showcasing Bheries
vi) Wetland Park
vii) Natural Aquarium
viii) Mangroves and Banbibi
ix) Waste Recycling Park

b) Development of visitor education facilities at EKW area

• Exhibits including posters, models, flying patterns hanging from ceiling, wetland birds 

interactive panel and ecosystem food chain 

• Viewing Gallery comprising panels highlighting the ecological, socioeconomic and cultural 

aspects. Desks fitted with adequate displays, bird identifications books and wooden benches 

should be constructed along the gallery

• Hydrological model of East Kolkata Wetlands indicating the various hydrological influences and 

wetland conservation 

• Waste recycling model of East Kolkata Wetlands indicating treatment of wastes through natural 

processes and functions of wetlands

• Children’s Play area consisting of open dioramas and floorings with underwater paintings should 

be developed as a special section to cater to the young visitors. The area should have several 

innovative environment oriented games and interactive food chain, fish trap games, jigsaw 
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puzzles etc Auditorium having audiovisual facilities for screening documentaries and arranging 

talks / workshops / meetings

• Souvenir Shop for visitors having wetland products, wetland biodiversity replicas, reading 

materials, photographs, maps for the visitors to take away on payment basis as memorabilia from 

the visit.

Dr. Kundu mentioned that the following guidelines are therefore proposed for regulating eco-tourism 

activities within the EKW area in all these zones:

1. Transfer of water body and land should be done in its present configuration to avoid 

fragmentation, filling up and change of character. 

2. Use of organic construction material should be promoted as far as possible 

3. Demarcation /Boundary of the site shall be made of 3 feet brick and rest will be steel covered with 

green verge.

4. Solar lighting and use of alternative sources of energy is to be encouraged in the area as a general 

Program.

5. Color of the building should be blending with the overall wetland habitat 

6. Compulsory use of water harvesting structures within the wetland settlements

7. Allied activities like live stock rearing, horticulture, floriculture eco friendly resort tourist spot 

etc. may be carried out in the holdings marked as water body or farming area along with 

agriculture and aquaculture.

8. Permit will be given in two stages: consent to establish and consent to operate. If it is found that 

the Ecotourism programme is not in the line of guidelines the consent to operate will not be issued 

till the applicant is not complying with guidelines.

9. Submission of Annual Environmental Report is mandatory: Any lapse in the condition will result 

into closure and all facilities including electricity & water supply will be withdrawn or stopped.

10.There should be a committee to consider the consent to establish, consent to operate and annual 

renewal on the basis of environmental performance.

11.Participation of the applicants for Eco-Tourism permission in the CEPA programme is also 

mandatory. The concerned committee will finalize the responsibility of the applicant.

After detailed discussion the authority accepted the report. Authority requested the committee to 

prepare a separate guideline for integration of the interest of the local stakeholders with the Eco Tourism 

and submit to the authority as soon as possible.

3. Proposals of the Conservation and Management programme in EKW area. 

Dr. Kundu informed the committee that afforestation and disiltation of canal has been taken up with the 
Government Of India sponsored scheme, it was also decided that DWF and SWF canal from Topsia to 
Chowbagan point is to be taken up for afforestation along both sides so that encroachment of land side 
can be avoided. It was further decided that a letter is to be initiated by the EKWAMA to KEIP requesting to 
take care of the damages of culvert, bridge, houses during the disiltation work. Further, another 
separate letter is to be initiated by EKWMA to take up two other canals for disiltation for better sewage 
management in the EKW area.

4. Infrastructural support to EKWMA related programmes.

Presently the regular activities of EKW are carried out by a team of scientists engaged through 

project. Considering the significance of monitoring of such important wetland eco-system the 

committee proposed to initiate proposal for creation of posts for better management. Posts may 

be filled up from Forest and Fisheries Department on deputation as much as possible.
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5. Wetland Interpretation Centre

EKWMA has already decided to set up a Wetland Interpretation Centre for which DPR has already 

been prepared by WWT,UK. Now the site has to be selected.

6. Miscellaneous

A) The WBSCDCL and CESC are to be asked to comply the condition given by EKWMA at the time of 

issuance of NOC.

B) A grant of 40 lakhs to BDO, Bhangor to repair the road from Bamunghata to Hatgacha.

C) Project submitted by Burdwan University on breeding of endangered fish may be recommended 

to the Finance Department through environment department for financial assistance.

D) The progress of the implementation of the Adiganga Project has been discussed at length. It is 

decided that I&D, Silt Trap, Lifting Station and STP is not required as informed by KMDA. Fund 

allotted for this purpose may be utilized for other components like construction of roads along the 

Adiganga upto Suryapur. These components will be taken up under JNNURM programme later if 

required. A letter is to be initiated by EKWMA to MOEF in this line. 

Meeting ended with thanks to the Chair.

Sd/-
(Ardhendu Sen)

Chairman, EKWMA &
Chief Secretary, Govt. of West Bengal
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th Minutes of the 13 Meeting of East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority (EKWMA) held 

on 10.12.10 at 3 p.m. at the Conference Room-II in Writer’s Building, Kolkata

Sri Samar Ghosh, Chief Secretary, Govt. of West Bengal & Chairman, EKWMA chaired the meeting.

Following members were present in the meeting:

1. The Additional Chief Secretary, Forest Department

2. The Principal Secretary, Urban development Department

3. The Principal Secretary, Fisheries Department

4. The Principal Secretary, Land and Land Reforms Department

5. The Secretary, Irrigation and Waterways Department

6. The Secretary, Municipal Affairs Department

7. The Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation

8. The Chief Executive Officer, Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority

9. The Chairman, West Bengal Pollution Control Board

10. The District Magistrate, Dist: 24 Parganas (South)

11. The Addl. District Magistrate (LR),Dist: 24 Parganas (North)

12. Ms. Bonani Kakkar, President, PUBLIC

13. Mr. Sashi Dulal Ghosh, Secretary, Fish Producers Association

14. The Project Director, KEIP

15. Dr. Nitai Kundu, Chief Technical Officer, EKWMA

Agenda wise discussion was held and following decisions were taken:-

th1. Confirmation of the minutes of the 12  meeting of EKWMA
thThe minutes of the 12  meeting is confirmed with the following modifications.

i) In regard to the housing of the local people that the ground coverage will be as under 

upto 3 katha- 50%, above 3 katha and upto 5 katha- 40%, subject to a minimum of 1.5 katha, 

above 5 katha to 10 katha- 30%, subject to a minimum of 2 katha. The coverage above 10 

katha will be fixed by EKWMA if required.

ii) The application for construction of housing upto 5 katha only will be processed at present.

iii) There will be a application fee for permission for own housing is fixed up as under :

Upto 3 katha- Rs. 100/-

Above 3 katha and upto 5 katha – Rs. 500/-

Above 5 katha and upto 10 katha – Rs. 10,000/

Application money for more than 10 katha is to be decided by the EKWMA if required.

iv) Educational facilities, like schools, colleges, research institutions related subjects are to be 

allowed only in the settlement designated area as per EKW(C&M)Act, 2006 and the height of 

the building will not exceed 8 mts.

Dr. Kundu presented the historical background of East Kolkata Wetlands since the 

construction of the underground drainage system in KMC area and subsequent changes of 

the EKW changes due to change in character of water from brackish to sewage fed fisheries.
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He also discussed in details the significance of sewage fed fisheries in EKW area in respect of 
single pond based waste water treatment system and informed that this resource recovery 
system has been accepted and recommended by UNEP, World Bank for treatment of domestic 
waste water in different cities of the world. He also discussed several policy decisions on the 
East Kolkata including Umesh Chandra Banerjee verdict in respect of EKW and EKW(C&M) 
Act, 2006. He then informed that management plan has been prepared in 2008 and few 
components like desiltation, plantation, awareness etc have been undertaken with the 
financial assistance of MOEF, GOI. He also described the conservation and management 
programme of current financial year (2010-2011).

Chief Secretary, Govt. of West Bengal and Chairman of EKWMA stressed on the participation 
of the line departments of the State Govt. in implementation of the conservation and 
management plan and integration with the departmental programmes accordingly in 
consultation with the EKWMA. EKWMA shall coordinate the programmes of different 
departments in EKW.

2. Appointment of Auditor

thM/s Roy Ghosh & Associates, 545, G.T. Road (South) Hind Apartment, 4  Floor, Room No-3, 
Howrah-1 is appointed as an internal auditor for 2009-2010 and 2010-2011.

3. Recommendation of the Committee for Consent to Establish, Consent to Operate & 
Evaluation of the Annual Environment Report

The proposal of the Committee for Consent to Establish, Consent to Operate & Evaluation of the 
Annual Environment Report is accepted and the minutes of the 12th meeting has been modified 
accordingly.
Regarding eco tourism sector it is proposed that 60% of the built up area in ecotourism project shall 
be used for common facilities related to eco tourism. Only 40% can be used for temporary 
accommodation. The fees admissible in regard to Eco tourism activities will be @Rs.10/- per sq. ft on 
the basis of total built up area in the project concerned.
No leasing, sub-leasing or selling of the land/built up area under eco-tourism projects will be 
allowed. Permits will be issued for eco-tourism in the EKW area on examination of DPR. An annual 
environment report has to be submitted by the companies to the Authority for renewal of the 
permission every year.

The Demarcation /Boundary of the eco tourism sites submitted till date will be allowed as per the 
thspecification adopted in 12  meeting.

4. Wetland Interpretation Centre

The WIC will be set up at Bantala as decided earlier and DPR for which has already been prepared by 
WWT, UK in collaboration with CEMPD. KMC may be requested to take up the work under the 
supervision of WWT, UK and CEMPD,Kolkata. EKWMA will coordinate and supervise the entire 
implementation process.

5. Operation of Sluice gate at Dhapa Sedimentation Tank

It is decided that, Irrigation department will manage the operation of the pumping station newly set 
up by the Fisheries Department. They will do so in consultation with and support from KMC and 
Fisheries Department.

6. Report on implementation plan of the Conservation and Management Plan in EKW area.

It is decided that Institute of Environmental Studies and Wetland Management (IESWM) will be the 
technical agency to oversee the technical aspect of the implementation of the Conservation Plan. 
There will be a committee responsible for the rendering technical services to EKWMA time to time. 
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The committee may be constituted as under:

Mr. Arijit Banerjee, Director, IESWM - Chairman
Mr. Alak Haldar, - Member
Chief Administrative Officer, IESWM
Mr. Tapan Saha, Sr. Scientist, IESWM - Member- Secretary
Dr. Ajit K.Patnaik, Chief Executive, - Member
Chilika Development Authority
Mr. Sandipan Mukherjee, Member Secretary - Member
West Bengal Pollution Control Board (WBPCB)

A Steering Committee is also constituted under the chairmanship of Additional Chief Secretary for 
monitoring the works under Management Action Plan.

The committee may be constituted as under:

The Additional Chief Secretary, - Chairman
Dept. of Environment
The Commissioner, KMC - Member
Mr. Sasidulal Ghosh - Member
Mr. Tusar Ghosh - Member
Mrs. Banani Kakkar - Member
Dr. Mausumi Pal,
Scientist-in-Charge, EKWMA - Member
Dr. Nitai Kundu,
Chief Technical Officer - Member Secretary

Both these committees are approved. As regards implementation plan following activities are 
suggested and approved.

ØIt is required to undertake survey for preparation of baseline data, i.e. pre project status in terms 
of various relevant parameters, particularly soil texture, extent of silt, quantum of biomass, soil 
moisture content, quality of water, extent of obnoxious weeds, groundwater level and variety & 
range of biodiversity in terms of flora, fauna including birds and fish. The executing Department 
during and after conclusion of the project will undertake assessment of impact of the scheme in 
terms of the above state parameters.

Wetlands International South Asia (WISA) may be engaged for this purpose. Since WISA is engaged 
for preparation of Management Plan for EKW area.

ØFormation of Multi stakeholders group is to be constituted in Sonarpur Block, Bhangor-I and II, 
Kolkata Municipal Corporation and Bidhannagar Municipal Corporation to advice and assist the 
different issues and activities of Authority.

ØCapacity Building workshop for fisheries, sustainable agriculture and horticulture development 
along with demonstration of Floriculture, Medicinal plants are to be organized by involving 
competent educational institutes, University, NGO like Ramkrishna Mission- Lok Shiksha 
Parishad etc.

ØTraining and Awareness programme may be done through the involvement of NGO’s.

ØMonitoring and evaluation, management and zoning regulation will be done by East Kolkata 
Wetland personnel with the support from outside to be hired on project mode.
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Water management and Biodiversity Conservation- Desiltation of canals, Biodiversity 
conservation like plantation and afforestation in EKW area is to be done through the engagement 
of Self Help Group (SHG) as far as practicable.

ØSustainable Fisheries Development like setting up the fisheries and restructuring and 
improvement of existing fish market is to be done after proper discussion in Multi stakeholders 
committee and Monitoring Committee.

ØFish Production training may be conducted through the involvement of Fish Producers 
Association and NGO’s under the supervision of EKW.

ØLivelihood improvement like drinking water facility and sanitation is to be finalized after 
discussion in the Multi Stakeholder meeting.

ØEco-tourism development activities work is to be merged with the proposed repairing of the roads 
from Bamanghata Auto stand to Hatgachha Bridge in Bamanghata GP. Already 40 lakh have 
been approved in the 12th meeting of the Authority (14.09.2010). Now the cost has been 
escalated for the escalation of the PWD rate/schedule.

ØAfter detailed discussion the proposals discussed above are approved. Chairman further added 
those Fisheries, Irrigation and some other activities which are very much urgent for conservation 
and management of EKW especially for the betterment of livelihood can be taken up by EKWMA.

7. Miscellaneous

A) DM (South) will coordinate and look into the matter. So that police assistance may be effectively 
used.

B) The proposal of disposal of 22 hearing cases is also approved.

C) The proposal for repairing of village road as submitted by BDO, Bhangor-I and cost of which is 
estimated Rs. 27.50 lakh is approved.

stD) The proposal to organize a National Workshop on Ramsar Wetlands Conservation in India on 21  
January,2011 at Kolkata in collaboration with IESWM and EKWMA is appreciated and approved

thE) A special meeting will be held on 6  January, 2011 at 3 pm for the presentation of the solid waste 
management proposal at Dhapa by KMC along with other agenda. 

F) Additional Chief Secretary, Environment and Member Secretary, EKWMA pointed out that one 
the important component of the management plan is the de-siltation of fish pond in EKW area for 
which a DPR is to be prepared with the help of experts and professionals. The proposal is 
approved.

G) Shri Debasis Sen, Secretary, UD requested to clear the treatment plant for Salt Lake City at EKW 
area.

Dr. Kundu informed that the EKW is known for treatment of municipal sold waste through single 
pond treatment system. Therefore, the proposed project may not be necessary. Salt Lake city can 
discharge the sewage directly into EKW system.

Chairman requested CEO, KMDA to examine the issue and submit a report in this respect. 
Decision will be taken on the basis of the report.

Meeting ended with thanks to the Chair.

Sd/-
(Samar Ghosh)

Chairman, EKWMA and Chief Secretary, Govt. of West Bengal

Ø
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th 
Minutes of the 14 Meeting of East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority (EKWMA) held 

th
on 14  February, 2011 at 3 p.m. in the Conference Room attached to Chief Minister’s 

Secretariat, Writers’ Buildings, Kolkata

Shri Samar Ghosh, Chief Secretary, Government of West Bengal & Chairman, EKWMA chaired the meeting.

Following members were present in the meeting:

1. Additional Chief Secretary, Forest Department

2. Secretary, Municipal Affairs Department.

3. Joint Secretary, Land and Land Reforms Department.

4. Municipal Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation

5. Representative of Chief Executive Officer, Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority

6. Member Secretary, West Bengal Pollution Control Board

7. District Magistrate, South 24 Parganas district.

8. Additional District Magistrate (LR), North 24 Parganas district.

9. Project Director, KEIP

10.Shri Tusar Ghosh, Secretary, Jalabhumi Bachao Committee

11.Representative of Panchayat and Rural Development Department.

12.Dr. Nitai Kundu, Chief Technical Officer, EKWMA

Chief Secretary chaired the meeting

Agenda wise discussion was held and following decisions were taken:

1. Minutes of the 13th meeting of EKWMA is confirmed and approved.

2. Chief Technical Officer (CTO) informed that twelve proposals of Eco Tourism are submitted to the 
East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority (EKWMA). As per the existing procedure, the 
Committee for Consent to Establish, Consent to Operation and Evaluation of the Annual 
Environment Report has examined the applications and asked all the applicants to present their 
project proposals before the Committee. Out of twelve, ten applicants presented, out of which 2 
applicants were asked to resubmit their proposal and present their revised proposal before the 
Committee. The Committee then asked the 7 applicants to present their Detailed Project Reports 
(DPR), so that this can be placed to the Authority meeting for final approval. But Six applicants 
submitted their DPRs for approval of their eco tourism project. Sonarpur Panchayat Samity did not 
submit the DPR. Total 6 DPR are submitted for which decision has to be taken.

A point was raised whether the authority could approve such types of eco tourism projects when 
there is a ban on the change of the land uses in the EKW area under the High Court order. CTO  
informed the East Kolkata Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Act, 2006 was enacted to 
implement the High Court order. Dr. Kundu also added that there was a provision in the Act for 
allowing certain activities for betterment and upkeep of local environment. After detailed discussion 
it was decided that opinion of Ld. Advocate General would be sought on this point, that is whether 
EKWMA can approve these Eco-Tourism projects when the High Court totally banned any kind of 
land use change earlier. The CTO was also advised to ascertain the details of eco-tourism projects 
that had been implemented Ramsar sites. 

Chief Secretary, Government of West Bengal instructed CTO to submit a note alongwith relevant 
document which is to be sent to Ld Advocate General for advice.
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3. It was decided that EKWMA would act as a State Level Agency for wetlands and CTO, EKWMA 
would act as a nodal officer at State Level. A Management Plan of EKW incorporating the definition of 
wetlands laid down in the Rules, would be prepared and submitted to the EKWMA for approval within 
a month. 

4. CTO informed that the proposals relating to STPs in Bidhannagar Municipality had been 
dropped. The untreated sewage collected from different parts of Bidhannagar Municipality would be 
discharged into the canals which carries sewage into the fish ponds. Fund kept for STPs will be used 
for de-siltation of canals and placed to EKWMA.

5. The proposal of KMC for sanitary landfill site covering an area of 113 acres at Dhapa for 
immediate solution of disposal problem of KMC is principally approved. But the KMC should initiate 
a long term effort either to install a common facility at Dhapa or in EKW designated area at Beonta 
parallelly. The unauthorized dumping of the Bidhannagar Municipality would be stopped by issuing 
a notice to the Municipality.

6. Sewage Quality monitoring at different points of canals and fish ponds fortnightly and monitoring 
the Biodiversity of EKW will be carried out by IESWM as discussed earlier. EKWMA will release 8 lakh 
per annum for this work. 

Meeting ended with thanks to the chair.

Sd/-
(Samar Ghosh)
Chief Secretary

Government of West Bengal
&

Chairman, EKWMA
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th
Minutes of the 15  meeting of East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority (EKWMA) held 

on April, 6, 2011 at 3.00 p.m. in the Conference Room attached to Chief Minister’s 
Secretariat, Writers’ Buildings, Kolkata

Shri Samar Ghosh, Chief Secretary, Government of West Bengal & Chairman, EKWMA chaired the meeting.

Following members were present in the meeting:

1. Additional Chief Secretary, Forest Department

2. Principal Secretary, Urban Development & Fisheries Department

3. Secretary, Municipal Affairs Department.

4. Joint Secretary, Land and Land Reforms Department.

5. Secretary, Irrigation and Waterways Department

6. Joint Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation

7. Chief Executive Officer, Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority

8. Additional District Magistrate (LR), South 24 Parganas district.

9. Additional District Magistrate (LR), North 24 Parganas district.

10.Project Director, KEIP

11.Smt. Bonani Kakkar, President, PUBLIC

12.Shri Sashi Dulal Ghosh, Secretary, Fish Producers Association

13.Dr. Nitai Kundu, Chief Technical Officer, EKWMA

Agenda wise discussion was held and following decisions were taken:

1. Minutes of the 14th meeting of EKWMA is confirmed and approved.

2. Dr. Kundu explained in details necessity of preparation of a Management Plan of EKW which 
would be submitted to the Ministry of environment and Forests although a detailed management 
plan was submitted earlier. The definition of wetlands is also explained as incorporated in the new 
Wetland Rules, 2010 where it is stated that agricultural land should not be included in the wetlands. 
East Kolkata can be divided into two parts. 1) Core Wetland area and 2) Non-core Wetland Area. The 
core wetland area includes garbage farming area and sewage fed fisheries area whereas settlement 
and agriculture area included in non-core wetland area.

East Kolkata is known for recycling of waste water through pisciculture and solid waste through 
garbage farming since 1880. The EKW is considered as a Ramsar Site because of its recycling 
character. But both these recycling activities will come to a grinding halt in the East Kolkata 
Wetlands if the discharge of untreated wastewater and disposal of domestic solid waste of the Kolkata 
city would be prohibited as per Wetlands Rules of Government of India which would lead to the 
veritable extinction of the EKW as a historically evolved eco-friendly system. So, in the current 
Management Plan, the Government of West Bengal proposed to improve the waste recycling system 
in EKW area, and would like to not only continue but also actively promote sewage and garbage based 
recycling practices.

Action Plan has been worked out to implement the Management Plan for the purpose of 
Conservation and Management of Wetlands which emphasizes biodiversity conservation, water bird 
conservation and enhancing fish biodiversity. Also promotion of ecotourism development has been 
undertaken as a part of Communication, Education and Public Awareness programme which will 
improve the livelihood of the local people. The promotion of eco-tourism in the agriculture area is 
most likely to generate employment opportunities in the EKW area. Sustainable fisheries 
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development, pisciculture, horticulture development will further provide alternative livelihood 
opportunities to the local people.

Furthermore, effort has been suggested to improve livelihood of the people by micro enterprise 
development; vegetation based micro enterprise development, ornamental fish culture, goatery, and 
piggery, fish cum duck rearing. For the betterment of the general living condition of the local people it 
is proposed to supply safe drinking water, proper sanitation and accommodation facilities.

In EKW area around, there are as many as 100 villages with more than 30,000 households 
residing in the area for the last 100 years. The EKWMA has to allow certain level of house building 
and repairing activities in the settlement area only as per the EKWMA Guidelines.

It was decided in the meeting that the draft management plan will be uploaded in the public 
domain and public suggestion will be incorporated as per viability of the proposal. This incorporated 
version will be presented before the committee on April 26, 2011 at 11.00 a.m.

3. The decision for approval of proposals of eco-tourism submitted to the East Kolkata Wetlands 
Management Authority (EKWMA) has been withheld till the State Assembly Election. The guidelines 
for ecotourism projects which are already suggested will be refined by the members of the Authority 
in the next scheduled meeting of Authority.

4. It was decided that whether EKWMA would act as a State Level Agency for wetlands and CTO, 
EKWMA would act as a nodal officer at State Level till the formation of a new authority will be 
explored in the ensuing meeting of Authority on April 26, 2011 at 11.00 a.m. 

Shri S. D. Ghosh informed that desiltation of DWF from Ambedkar Bridge to Chowbagha end cannot be 
done due to the unauthorized encroachment by the plastic sellers which have to be removed 
immediately. It was decided that action will be taken after the State assembly Election.

CTO was asked to write to all the respective departments to take care of the decision of the authority 
regarding the operation of Bantala lock gate as decided earlier in the EKWMA.

The EKWMA approved the disposal of the hearing cases as per the housing guidelines of EKWMA. 

Meeting ended with thanks to the chair.

Sd/-

(Samar Ghosh)

Chief Secretary

Government of West Bengal

&

Chairman, EKWMA
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th
Minutes of the 16  meeting of East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority (EKWMA) held 

on April 26, 2011 at 11.00 a.m. in the Conference Room attached to Chief Minister’s 
Secretariat, Writers’ Buildings, Kolkata

Shri Samar Ghosh, Chief Secretary, Government of West Bengal & Chairman, EKWMA chaired the meeting.

Following members were present in the meeting:

1. Additional Chief Secretary, Forest & Environment Departments.

2. Principal Secretary, Urban Development & Fisheries Departments.

3. Secretary, Municipal Affairs Department.

4. Joint Secretary, Land & Land Reforms Department.

5. Secretary, Irrigation & Waterways Department.

6. Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation.

7. Chief Executive Officer, Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority.

8. Member Secretary, West Bengal Pollution Control Board.

9. Smt. Bonani Kakkar, President, PUBLIC.

10.OSD and ex-officio Special Secretary, L & LR Department.

11.OSD and ex-officio Deputy Secretary, P & RD Department.

12.DGO, Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority.

13.Joint Municipal Commissioner, KMC

14.Shri Sashi Dulal Ghosh, Secretary, Fish Producers Association.

15.Dr. Nitai Kundu, Chief Technical Officer, EKWMA.

Agenda-wise discussion was held and following decisions were taken:

th1. Minutes of the 15  meeting of EKWMA was confirmed with the following modification in para-2 of 
ththe minutes of 15  meeting:

East Kolkata Wetland can be divided into five zones.

2. Dr. Kundu informed that draft Conservation and Management Plan was uploaded in the EKWMA 

website which is a public domain for comments and suggestions from the public with due notice 

published. Uploading on the website was advertised in the daily newspapers, Ananda Bazaar 

Patrika in Bengali and The Times of India in English. The authority received eleven comments 

and suggestions from the Department of Urban Development, Department of Irrigation & 

Waterways, Department of Land & Land Reforms, West Bengal Pollution Control Board, Jalla 

Bhumi Bachao Committee, 24 Parganas Fish Producer Association, PUBLIC as well as from the 

individuals which were incorporated in the draft final version of Management plan. The updated 

management plan was presented by CTO for discussion and approval of the authority.

During the presentation of the updated plan Dr. Kundu explained the purpose of the 

Conservation and Management Plan. The Central Rules prohibited the disposal of untreated 

sewage and solid waste in the EKW area and construction of any kind in the EKW area. The 

Ministry of Environment & Forests was requested to waive these restrictions of the Central Rules 

in the view of the history of the waste recycling practice in the EKW as well as the basic needs of 

the local people living in 100 villages.
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Dr Kundu presented the entire management plan under four chapters. EKW area has been 

classified under five zones for the purpose of Conservation and Management. Dr. Kundu also 

explained the purpose and methodology of the Management Plan.

The second chapter dealt dealing with the management issues in EKW area. In this section the 

issues were classified under four categories like hydrology, biodiversity, socio-economic and 

institutional arrangements in details. CTO also explained the management-planning framework 

where the conservation goal and strategies are explained.

Finally Dr. Kundu presented the Action Plan where all the suggestions of different Departments 

and individuals were incorporated. The Action Plan included inventorization and database 

preparation which is be kept in public domain for general people. EKW area is to be demarcated 

with pillar on the land. Dr. Kundu explained the hydrological connectivity with 6 canals and 

rivers both for the inflow from the adjacent catchments and from the Kolkata basin through some 

rejuvenation activities.

Dr. Kundu also added the action-included conservation of biodiversity through water bird 

conservation, habitat restoration and fish diversity enhancement. Livelihood improvement 

options were suggested principally through Fisheries development by enhancing fish yield, 

Agriculture and horticulture development through diversified cropping pattern and development 

of eco-tourism in agriculture area which would fulfill the conservation and livelihood need of 

stakeholders. Micro enterprise development, providing basic amenities like sanitary latrine and 

safe drinking water supply and better housing for local people were the other options included in 

action plan for livelihood improvement.

Chief Secretary, Government of West Bengal suggested that the issue of connectivity with the 

adjacent catchments and rejuvenation of the different canals of the Kolkata basin was purely 

technical. A Technical committee should be constituted under the Chairmanship of Irrigation & 

Waterways Secretary with other members from KMC and Fisheries Department. CTO, EKWMA 

will be the Member Secretary of the committee. This committee would finalize both the 

optimization of the hydrological connectivity and rehabilitation of the inflow regime.

Chief Secretary, Government of West Bengal also informed that Chairman, Pollution Control 

Board has requested to remove the anomaly regarding the area of EKW. The area of EKW earlier 

decided is 12,500 ha. But later 241 ha were added to make the system integral. The committee 

decided that the area would be 12,741 ha and the information is to be communicated to the 

Ramsar Authority through Ministry of Environment and Forests.

LUDCP of KMDA was also Jto be dovetailed to the prohibitory provision of EKW that no water area 

should be filled up or encroached for any purpose. 

Mr. Debasis Sen mentioned about the operation of sewage lifting pump at Bantala. It was decided 

that a committee would be set up for the operation and maintenance of the pump house and 

Irrigation & waterways Department will provide manpower for operation and maintenance of the 

pump house. The committee may be constituted with members from Department of Irrigation & 

waterways, Fisheries, KMC and CTO, EKWMA. CTO, EKWMA will be the member Convener of the 

committee.

158



It was further decided that suggestions made earlier would be incorporated in the plan by CTO. 

After incorporation and editing the report would be sent to all the members for final checking. The 

members were requested to return the same with corrections, modifications, if any, to the CTO by 

May 7, 2011. If there are no input/corrections it would be presumed that there were no further 

comments to offer.

3. CTO informed that the points raised by Mrs. Bonani Kakkar in respect of ecotourism guidelines 

had been considered. After detail discussion, the Committee agreed to the development of eco-

tourism in a limited way with due regard to the need for keeping harmony with the ecology and 

environment of the EKW. Details in this regard would have to be worked out later.

It was also decided that the final version of the DPR would be submitted to the Government for the 

approval after election process is completed.

Meeting ended with thanks to and from the chair.

Sd/-

(Samar Ghosh)
Chief Secretary

Government of West Bengal
&

Chairman, EKWMA
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th
Minutes of the 17  meeting of East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority (EKWMA) held 
on September 28, 2011 at 03.30 p.m. in the Conference Room attached to Chief Minister’s 

Secretariat, Writers’ Buildings, Kolkata

Shri Samar Ghosh, Chief Secretary, Government of West Bengal & Chairman, EKWMA chaired the meeting.

Following members were present in the meeting:

1. Principal Secretary, Forest & Environment Department.

2. Principal Secretary, Environment Department.

3. Principal Secretary, Urban Development.

4. Principal Secretary, Land & Land Reforms Department.

5. OSD & EO, Deputy Secretary, Fisheries Department.

6. Secretary, Irrigation & Waterways Department.

7. District Magistrate, South 24 Parganas.

8. Additional District Magistrate, North 24 Parganas.

9. Joint Secretary, Panchayat and Rural Development Department.

10.Joint Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation.

11.Smt. Bonani Kakkar, President, PUBLIC.

12.Shri Sasi Dulal Ghosh, Secretary, Fish Producers Associations

13.Shri Tusar Ghosh, Secretary, Jalabhumi Bachao Committee

14.Dr. Nitai Kundu, Chief Technical Officer, EKWMA.

15.U. Sengupta (CEIC) GAO/KMDA

Agenda-wise discussion was held and following decisions were taken:

1. Minutes of the 16th meeting of EKWMA were confirmed.

2. Audit Reports of 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 were placed and discussed. After detailed discussion the 
audit reports of 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 were approved and recommended to Environment 
Department for necessary action. It was also decided to send the Report of the Principal Accountant 
General to State Assembly for further action.

3. Conservation Activities of EKW Area.
EKWMA has completed desiltation of around 19 km of canals and around 7 km is in the process of 
desiltation under the financial assistance of MoEF. Earlier EKWMA desilted 5 kms of sewage canal 
with the help of NREGA fund (Dist. 24 Paraganas South).

The KMC under KEIP programme desilted around 63 kms of canals. It is learnt from KEIP that nearly 
20 crores of rupees are available out of the fund allotted for desiltation and other related work in EKW 
area after completion of the work undertaken by KEIP. The available fund can be utilized for 
desiltation of other canals in the EKW area and other conservation work like afforestation along the 
canal etc. But the necessity of such activities is required to be examined and a report in this regard is 
to be prepared with technical details. A committee is to be proposed under the chairmanship of 
Secretary, Irrigation Department. Other members are: Representative of the Fisheries Dept. 
Representative of the KMC, Mr Sashi Dulal Ghosh, Member EKWMA, and CTO, EKWMA for 
preparation of this feasibility report. CTO, EKWMA will be the Member- Convenor of this committee.

Afforestation programme has been taken up in the newly excavated canal side. A good number of 
fruit saplings were distributed among the co-operative fisheries and local residents to plant within 
their area. EKWMA involved Local NGO’s, schools and SHG’s in this programme.

Police arrangement is to be ensured so that this encroachment in EKW area can be stopped. 
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Unauthorised plastic godowns have encroached large areas along the SWF and DWF from Ambedkar 
bridge to Chowbaga village. This has to be removed with the help of District Administration and KMC. 
EKWMA has already requested District Administration and the KMC in this regard. It is decided that 
CTO, EKWMA and DM (South 24 Paraganas) and Commissioner, KMC will fix up a date for removal of 
encroachments after puja. 

4. Miscellaneous.

o Dr. Kundu informed that Principal Secretary, Environment Dept. and CTO, EKWMA attended 
2nd meeting of Central Wetlands Regulatory Authority (CWRA) on 22.09.2011. CTO presented 
the management plan before CWRA which was earlier approved by the EKWMA. The presentation 
stressed on 4 points for the approval and endorsement of the CWRA. These are: disposal of 
untreated domestic sewage, solid waste recycling practices at Dhapa and its extension to other 
parts of EKW area. Ecotourism for the enhancement of the livelihood of the local people as per 
approved guidelines of EKWMA without compromising the basic characteristics of EKW 
ecosystem and housing for the local people in the urban rural settlement area designated in the 
East Kolkata Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Act, 2006 as per the approved guidelines 
of the EKWMA.

o The CWRA members present in the meeting under the chairmanship of Secretary, MoEF advised 
to introduce a monitoring system of wastewater and its product on regular basis by the EKWMA 
for environmental safety. CWRA agreed on continuation of existing practice of untreated sewage 
disposal for pisciculture and promotion of ecotourism for enhancement of livelihood and better 
awareness generation in EKW area. The committee has assured that CWRA will consider the 
issue of solid waste recycling at Dhapa and housing of the local people for approval. The 
Secretary, MOEF, Govt. of India informed that these two issues will be taken up during his visit of 
EKW in November, 2011.

It is decided that IESWM Lab will test samples of sewage, water in the fish pond, fish, vegetables, soil in 
every fortnight interval. CIFRI, Barrackpore will also be requested to test these samples every three 
months as cross checking in the interest of public health.

o Principal Secretary, Environment informed that Committee for Consent to Establish, Consent to 
Operate & Evaluation of the Annual Environment Report in its meetings on 9th meeting held on 
12/08/2011 examined the EIA Report submitted by the 6 agencies and recommended for 
decision of the EKWMA. Earlier 13 applications were submitted out of that 8 submitted DPR of 
their proposed projects.

The authority received 776 applications for housing in the EKW area from its inception till 
26.09.2011, out of which 162 are cleared and 128 are regretted; rest are pending for decision.

The Authority decided that the issue of the NOC for housing of the local people is to be stopped 
and whatever NOC issued earlier also stand cancelled. The DM (South) and DM (North) are 
instructed not to issue any conversion certificates also. The execution of such decision may 
require proper police arrangements to monitor illegal land-use change. DM (North & South) are 
thus instructed to help EKWMA with proper police arrangements and KMC for demolition of 
illegal construction. The District Administration are also requested to arrange police assistance 
to stop new encroachments in the EKW area.

o It is also decided that four local level committees are to be constituted in different Panchayat 
samities in EKW area to advise the implementation of the conservation plan and monitoring 
activities.

o CTO informed that the Dept. of Environment, Govt. of West Bengal has not released any fund 
towards this project after 2008-09. The money received from MoEF, Govt. of India has been spent 
on salary and other activities like canal desiltation programme, awareness generation 
programme, plantation programme, etc.
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The proposal for release of the pending fund with Finance Dept. is as under:-

This amount is to be released at an early date for adjusting the GOI fund to avoid any kind of audit 
problem. It is decided that Principal Secretary will take up the matter with the Finance Secretary, Govt. 
of West Bengal.

o Since the inception of the EKWMA three standing committees were constituted namely- Standing 
Committee on Sewage and Fisheries, Standing Committee on Hygiene, Sanitation and Welfare 
and Standing Committee on Biodiversity Conservation. It is decided to revive these committees 
with the members constituted earlier. CTO will be the Member Convenor of these committees.

o Earlier it was decided that a Committee will be constituted to run the pumping station installed 
by the Fisheries Dept. at Bantala. It is now decided on the recommendation of the Committee that 
the pump house along with its area is to be handed over to EKWMA. KMC and Fisheries Dept. will 
share the Operations and Maintenance cost on 50:50 basis. The estimated cost for running the 
pump house is 50 lakh per annum.

o EKWMA decided earlier that the work of the Wetland Interpretation Centre (WIC) is to be started 
as soon as possible. CTO informed that land is not yet handed over to EKWMA. KMC is thus 
requested to expedite the handover process of the land at Bantala to EKWMA. It was also decided 
that the fund kept for setting up of WIC in the budget of Environment Dept. is to be released 
urgently. CTO will write to Environment Dept. in this regard.

Meeting ended with thanks to and from the chair.

Sd/-
(Samar Ghosh)
Chief Secretary

Govt. of West Bengal
&

Chairman, EKWMA

Financial Year Amount to be released (Rs) 

2008-09 8,50,000.00 (balance fund to be released) 

2009-10 26,23,000.00 

2010-11              69,59,600.00 

2011-12              29,95,800.00 

Total 1,34,28,400.00 
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TH
MINUTES OF THE 18  MEETING OF THE EAST KOLKATA WETLANDS MANAGEMENT 

AUTHORITY (EKWMA)

thThe 18  meeting of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority was held on February 24, 2012 at 

3:30 pm in the Conference Room attached to Chief Minister’s Secretariat, Writers’ Buildings, Kolkata. 

The meeting was chaired by Shri Samar Ghosh, Chief Secretary, Government of West Bengal & 

Chairman, EKWMA.

Following members were present in the meeting:

1. Principal Secretary, Environment Department, Government of West Bengal & Member Secretary, 

EKWMA.

2. Principal Secretary, Urban Development Department, Government of West Bengal.

3. Principal Secretary, Land & Land Reforms Department, Government of West Bengal.

4. Secretary, Fisheries Department, Government of West Bengal.

5. Joint Secretary, Irrigation & Waterways Department, Government of West Bengal

6. Representative of Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority.

7. Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation.

8. District Magistrate, South 24 Parganas.

9. District Magistrate, North 24 Parganas.

10.Ms. Bonani Kakkar, President, PUBLIC.

11.Mr. Tushar Ghosh, Secretary, Jalabhumi Bachao Committee.

12.Mr. Sasi Dulal Ghosh, Secretary, Fish Producers Association.

13.Mr. Arijit Banerjee, Chief Technical officer, EKWMA

Discussion was carried out in accordance with the agenda note which was circulated amongst the 
members prior to the meeting, and following decisions were reached:-

th1. Confirmation of the minutes on the 17  meeting of EKWMA
The minutes of the 17th meeting of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority held on 28th 
September, 2011 were confirmed.

2. Audit Reports of 2009-10 and 2010-11
It was informed that the Audit Reports of 2009-10 and 2010-11 which were placed and discussed in the 

th17  meeting of EKWMA had been sent to the Principal Account General to State Assembly for further 
action.

3. KEIP surplus of 20 Crores
On the matter relating to the availability of surplus of 20 crore with KEIP, CTO communicated to the 
members that a meeting was held in the chamber of Secretary, Irrigation & Waterways Department 
where the Project Director, KEIP divulged that no such funds have been earmarked for EKW and till now 
work was being carried out from funds available out of the sewerage/drainage head. Any further 
utilization of funds would require approval of ADB.

It was agreed that a Detailed Project Report for canal desiltation, etc. to correct regional imbalances 
would be drawn up and funding would be explored. Commissioner, KMC based on inputs from Shri Sasi 
Dulal Ghosh & CTO would try to accommodate some small works within existing/ongoing packages of 
KEIP.

4. Fish Monitoring
The testing of samples of sewage, water in fish pond, fish, vegetables, soils by IESWM and CIFRI will be 
carried out as decided earlier i.e. IESWM shall do it monthly and CIFRI at an appropriate frequency. The 
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report will then be forwarded to the West Bengal Pollution Control Board who will take appropriate 
action as merited.

5. Revocation of NOC
CTO, EKWMA informed the members that as per the decision taken in the 17th meeting, the Authority 
had revoked all the 162 NOCs which were issued between 31/12/2010 and 09/09/2011 and no new 
applications were being accepted.

Ms. Bonani Kakkar, President, PUBLIC strongly supported the view that the East Kolkata Wetlands is a 
no construction zone and therefore no activity that results in land conversion should be allowed. 
However, Shri Tushar Ghosh, Secretary, Jalabhumi Bachao Committee requested some flexibility in 
favour of traditional villagers who have been residing there for generations. Commissioner, KMC 
proposed that it is preferable to have a comprehensive management plan in place that among other 
things would accommodate legitimate housing needs of the locals.

Chief Secretary pointed that since there would always exist a conflict of interest between two groups 
giving contradictory opinion, at this point it would be best if the ban was kept in place. The preparation of 
management plan should be acted upon as a priority. 

6. Encroachment along SWF and DWF canal
To materialize the Authority’s decision to remove the plastic godowns which have encroached large areas 
along the SWF and DWF canal, KMC agreed to provide logistic support. It was also decided that The 
Irrigation and Waterways Department and District Magistrate (South 24 Paraganas) would extend 
necessary support. In view of possible political/demographic fall out it was resolved that only when an 
appropriate decision is taken and conveyed should action on removing encroachments be initiated.

7. Revival of Four Local Level Committees and Three Standing Committees
It was unanimously agreed that four local level committees in different Panchayat samities to advice on 
the implementation of conservation and monitoring activities and three Standing Committees – 
Standing Committee on Sewage and Fisheries, Standing Committee on Hygiene, Sanitation and Welfare 
and Standing Committee on Biodiversity Conservation should be revived. To start the work on Wetland 
Interpretation Centre, first an ideal site has to be selected and a formal proposal carrying all 
specifications must be sent from EKWMA to KMC. A formal communication would be sent to KMC 
requesting land, by CTO.

8. Pumping Station at Bantala
For the maintenance of the pump house at Bantala, CTO explained that the staff of EKWMA does not 
possess the expertise required to maintain such a costly pump house and suggested that its charge 
should be taken over by KMC. Secretary, Fisheries Department also shared a similar view and agreed 
that KMC possesses the necessary expertise. However, Commissioner, KMC was not keen on this as the 
pump house was located outside the KMC area.
After much deliberation over the matter it was finally agreed that KMC would arrange for operation of the 
pump house and the costs shall be shared by KMC and Fisheries Department on a 50:50 basis.

9. Eco-tourism

On matters relating to eco-tourism CTO raised two issues:-

a. There was lack of transparency as the entire process was marked by loopholes. The DPRs and 
EIAs submitted are mere clones of each other and in one case even without a DPR, permission to 
make fencing was given. 

b. The projects only talk about establishment of bars, restaurants, SPAs, golf course, etc. There is 
no mention of any activity (like yoga, nature’s trail, bird watching, trekking, etc.) on which the 
concept of eco-tourism is based. None of the proposals attend to the area of income 
supplementation of the locals.
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Since the main objective of promoting eco-tourism was to provide alternative employment to the local 

villagers, the Chairman pointed out that there can be many other activities (like boating, 
horticulture, etc.) that can be taken up to generate additional income. He advised that a broad 
concept of nature tourism should be developed and placed for consideration. The Authority 
resolved that the permission for fencing granted should be cancelled.

10. Matters relating to Bengal Institute of Technology (BIT) and Meghnad Saha Institute of 
Technology (MSIT)

On the BIT and MSIT issue it was agreed that since the Institute came up before the Act came 
into force and also it is not practical to close down an institute which harbours the future of 
thousands of students. For any legal violation that has been done they can be asked to create 
and maintain waterbody for perpetuity and also an appropriate fine (of not less than 5 lacs) can 
be imposed.
However, members also raised concern that if regularization is allowed in one case then a 
number of similar cases will spring up demanding permission. The Chairman advised that 
status quo should be maintained and instead of making it a criminal offence, a case in the civil 
court can be filed, subject to the same being provided by law.

11. SFDC bar license
The Principal Secretary, Environment Dept. laid down that the Bar-cum-restaurant was not 
within the East Kolkata Wetlands. Ms. Kakkar argued that it was situated on the fringe of the 
wetland and not outside it. On this it was stated that a bar is being run on a temporary license 
anyway. EKWMA does not have locus standi to decide on the matter as it comes under the 
purview of Excise Department. Information in this regard would be conveyed to SFDC.

12. Physical Demarcation of EKW boundary
The Authority agreed to CTO’s proposal to demarcate EKW boundary using monoliths of 
approximate size of 2.5 ft.

13. Demolition at Nonadanga
CTO also informed the members of the demolition that was carried out Nonadanga and 
requested KMC to extend a helping hand in filling up the bheri with water.

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the chair.
Sd/-

(R.P.S Kahlon)
Principal Secretary, Environment Department

Govt. of West Bengal
&

Member Secretary, EKWMA
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TH
MINUTES OF THE 19  MEETING OF THE EAST KOLKATA WETLANDS MANAGEMENT 

AUTHORITY (EKWMA)

thThe 19  meeting of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority was held on 13th August, 2012 at 

3:30 pm in the Conference Room-II attached to Chief Minister’s Secretariat, Writers’ Buildings, Kolkata. 

The meeting was chaired by Shri Samar Ghosh, Chief Secretary, Government of West Bengal & 

Chairman, EKWMA.

Following members were present in the meeting:

1. Additional Chief Secretary, Forest Department and Fisheries Department, Government of West 

Bengal.

2. Principal Secretary, Environment Department, Government of West Bengal. 

(Member Secretary, EKWMA).

3. Principal Secretary, Urban Development Department, Government of West Bengal.

4. Principal Secretary, Land & Land Reforms Department, Government of West Bengal.

5. Secretary, Irrigation & Waterways Department, Government of West Bengal.

6. Chief Executive Officer, Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority.

7. Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation.

8. District Magistrate, South 24 Parganas.

9. Joint Secretary, Municipal Affairs Department, Government of West Bengal.

10.Joint Secretary, Urban Development Department, Government of West Bengal.

11.Additional District Magistrate (LR), North 24 Parganas.

12.Superintending Engineer, Irrigation & Waterways Department, Government of West Bengal.

13.Ms. Bonani Kakkar, President, PUBLIC.

14.Mr. Tushar Ghosh, Secretary, Jalabhumi Bachao Committee.

15.Mr. Sasi Dulal Ghosh, Secretary, Fish Producers Association.

16.Mr. Arijit Banerjee, Chief Technical Officer, EKWMA

Discussion was carried out in accordance with the agenda note which was circulated amongst the 
members prior to the meeting, and following decisions were reached:-

1. Confirmation of the minutes on the 18th meeting of EKWMA

The minutes of the 18th meeting of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority held on 24th 
February, 2012 were confirmed.

2. Revival of the Three Standing Committee and formation of Four Local Level Committees in 
different Panchayat Samitis in EKW

Chief Technical Officer (CTO) informed the members that the three Standing Committees namely – 
Standing Committee on Sewage and Fisheries, Standing Committee on Hygiene, Sanitation and Welfare, 
and Standing Committee on Biodiversity Conservation have already been constituted.

The structure of Four Local Level Committees constituted at different Panchayat Samitis has been 
altered a little and instead of forming four committees, one committee comprising of following members 
will be constituted:
1. Three Sub Divisional Officer of Alipore, Baruipur and Salt Lake.
2. Sabhapati of four Panchayat Samitis namely Sonarpur, Bhangar I, Bhangar II, and Rajarhat.
3. Four Block Development Officers of Sonarpur, Bhangar I, Bhangar II, and Rajarhat Block
4. I.C. /O.C. of seven police stations in EKW area (Sonarpur, Kolkata Leather Complex, Tiljala, Pragati 
Maidan, Purba Jadavpur, South Bidhannagar and Rajarhat)
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5. CTO, EKWMA, Chairman cum Member Convenor

3. Eco-tourism and BIT and MSIT
It was informed to all the members that the cancellation of project relating to eco-tourism has been 
completed and in case of BIT and MSIT they have been asked to maintain their status quo.

4. Solid Waste Management in Beonta

On matter relating to the establishment of Solid Waste Management facility at Beonta mouza, Principal 
Secretary, Urban Development Department highlighted the fact that since the New Town area came up 
near Rajarhat, Beonta Mouza was chosen as an appropriate area for solid waste dumping. He further 
followed up on the importance of having a scientific recycling plant for treatment of solid waste for that 
area. He emphasized that a precedent has always existed in this matter as previously an NOC was also 
issued to Bidhannagar Municipality for solid waste dumping at Mollar Bheri and hence the precedent 
should be followed in this matter as well.

On this issue, Principal Secretary, Environment Department placed a copy of the Wetlands 
(Conservation and Management) Rules, 2010 of the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government 
of India which clearly prohibits solid waste dumping under clause (iv) of sub rule (1) of Rule 4. The clause 
also lays down that if such practice existed before the commencement of the Rules then, it shall be 
phased out within a period of, not exceeding, six months from the date of commencement of these Rules. 
It was asserted that in case of Dhapa, the practice not only predates the Wetlands (Conservation and 
Management) Rules, 2010 but also The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance Especially 
as Waterfowl Habitat (Ramsar Convention, 1971). It is also important for the survival of the city. The 
Principal Secretary, Environment Department agreed to the fact that because of the rigidity of the Rules 
it is becoming increasingly difficult to arrange for a land for solid waste management. He agreed that 
Commissioner, KMC is also encountering problems because of this as The World Bank is not 
acquiescing to granting of funds unless and until the proposal is backed up by proper legal provisions. 
He also told that repeated requests have been made to the Central Wetlands Regulatory Authority and 
Ministry of Environment and Forests for granting of special exception to the East Kolkata Wetlands 
because of the exclusive nature of the wetlands, but unfortunately no action so far has been taken on the 
matter. 

Mrs. Kakkar, President, PUBLIC raised her doubts about giving permission for dumping of solid waste 
within the wetlands since the East Kolkata Wetlands depend on wastewater recycling and not on solid 
waste dumping for their survival and a township cannot be planned without having a previous proposal 
for a dumping ground. On this the Principal Secretary, Environment Department agreed that the 
township was planned without an Environment Impact Assessment Report. After hearing of all 
concerned, Chairman ruled that the UD Deptt. should scout for an alternative location and a new solid 
waste dump in the wetlands was neither permissible nor recommended.

5. Municipal Solid Waste Management at Mollar Bheri

An NOC was issued to Bibhannagar Municipality after examination of DPR on certain conditions. It was 
revealed that the municipality did not adhere to all the conditions imposed nor did they renew the yearly 
NOC. In this case as well CTO placed before the members that the matter was critical because of the 
restrictions laid down under the Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2010. He acquainted 
the members with the fact that EKWMA was not authorized to give permission for Solid Waste Dumping. 
It is assumed that Bidhannagar Municipality did not take permission from WBPCB. He agreed that it 
was a multiple use wetland and so it was important to handle it differently. It was possible to denotify 
certain areas but that would also entail permission from MoEF. In this case as well it was decided that 
the matter will be taken up with MoEF. CEO, KMDA was advised to plan safeguards to the existing site so 
that it does not encroaches on the wetlands and also draw up a plan for phasing out the Mollar Bheri 
SWM site.
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6. Operation of lock gates at Bantala & Topsia Point ‘A

During monsoon the lock gates of Bantala & Topsia ‘A’ are operated by I & W Dept. with the assistance of 
local stakeholders and KMC. The main aim of this operation is to assure smooth drainage of rainwater 
from the city of Kolkata and the same time support the livelihood of people who depend on wastewater 
irrigation. Shri Sasi Dulal Ghosh pointed out that such practice has been followed for last 10 years 
without any confrontation with stakeholders. But it was noticed that this practice is not being 
maintained in this season because the rainfall is less. The Chairman agreed to that the existing practice 
should be continued.

7. Parking of Funds utilization recommended by the Office of the Principal Accountant General 

The CTO informed all the members that EKWMA has received Rs. 5,50,000.00 (Rupees Five lakhs fifty 
thousand only) from Environment Department , Govt. of West Bengal in 2006-07 but no records are 
found regarding the receiving of such fund and the purpose of utilization of it. For this reason the funds 
shows unspent in the Final Accounts of the Authority year after year as ‘X’ Project. He recommended that 
this fund may be first revalidated and then used for carrying out a detailed Socioeconomic Survey and 
formulation of a need based livelihood support project for residents of EKW area. This project could be 
posed for funding when ready. On this it was decided that the permission will be given subject to the 
clearance of the project.

8. Audit Report On The Accounts of The East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority for the year 
2009-2010 and 2010-2011

Separate Audit Report of the Comptroller Auditor General of India on the Accounts of East Kolkata 
Wetlands Management Authority for the years 2009-2010 & 2010-2011 were placed and adopted.

9. Mutation in EKW area

The CTO, told the members that although in the 17th meeting it was decided that the Authority shall not 
consider request for land use change and construction permissions within the EKW area but it is in the 
interest of all to allow mutation so that there is clarity on ownership and also to allow registration so as to 
bring in some revenue. However, the stand for not issuing NOC may continue.
On this District Magistrate, South 24 Parganas replied that the Environment Department had 
previously issued a notification no. S/EN/487/177/08 dated 03/03/2008 wherein registration of land, 
house or water bodies of the EKW area & transfer land to any person or persons in any manner through 
deed of sale or through providing lease or tenancy right, without obtaining prior sanction from the 
EKWMA was restricted. He also said that if mutation & registration was to be allowed then the 
notification must be withdrawn.The Member Secretary, EKWMA agreed to this and it was decided that 
the notification will be revoked and a new notification is issued so that registration and mutation can be 
done directly.

10.Afforestation within East Kolkata Wetlands

Part of proposed Metro alignment between New Garia and Airport via EM by Pass- New Town Rajarhat is 
passing through the “Captain Bheri”, a water body within the East Kolkata Wetlands area. CTO informed 
that earlier an interaction was carried out between the RVNL and NGOs. In the interaction concern 
about the felling of trees due to construction of Metro rail. RVNL was explained. It was decided in the 
interaction that the compensatory afforestation for planting trees in case of felled trees shall be 
undertaken by Forest Department. Additional Chief Secretary, Forest Department, Govt. of West Bengal 
was requested to direct to plant maximum no.of trees within EKW and he agreed accordingly.

11.Physical Demarcation of EKW Area

All the members unanimously agreed that it was important to physically demarcate the boundaries of 
EKW with monoliths and the Chief Secretary acceded to the request for posing the proposal to the 
Environment Department for funds.
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12.Meeting Minutes on the Website

On the matter pertaining to putting up of minutes of the meeting on the official website, it was decided 
that it could get a copy on applying as per procedure.

13.Canal Desiltation & Re-Excavation Of Lalkuthi 2 Canal by EKWMA

On matter relating to excavation of Lalkuthi 2 canal it was decided that a proposal of the canal desiltation 
will be submitted to District Magistrate, South 24 Parganas for approval. He will take the decision in this 
regard based on particularities for sanction under NREGS.

14.Pumping station at Bantala

The decision in the 17th meeting of the Authority regarding this matter will prevail. It was recommended 
that KMC and Fisheries Department should take necessary steps as early as possible for the operation of 
pumping station.

15.Nominal depth of sewage fed fisheries in EKW area

Shri Sasi Dulal Ghosh flagged that after receiving and retaining sewage water for quite a long period of 
time the depth of the sewage fed fisheries is gradually decreasing and now depth of the pond has lead to 
uneconomic situation. Most of the fisheries units are running at loss. The city of Kolkata has no 
conventional wastewater treatment plan which is excessively capital intensive, sometimes operationally 
unreliable, highly energy expensive and recurring maintenance & other costs are involved. Whereas 
these sewage fed fisheries save lots of crores of rupees per year as natural purifier of wastewater. He 
requested Chairman to take necessary steps in this regards. Chairman advised to form a Technical 
Committee and submit a report.

16.Breeding of Endangered species

Shri Sasi Dulal Ghosh requested to follow up the issue which was approved earlier.

17.Wetland Interpretation Centre (WIC)

Smt. Bonani Kakkar raised the issue of WIC which has been pending for a long time. The absence of a 
WIC is denying students and other residents of Kolkata the opportunity to learn about the wetlands and 
to strengthen public participation in conservation. Authority decided earlier that the work of the WIC is 
to be started as soon as possible. CTO informed that land is not yet handed over to EKWMA. Chief 
Secretary advised the Commissioner, KMC to hand over the land as early as possible.

18.Circulation of report on fish monitoring

CTO informed all the members that as per decision of the 17th meeting of the Authority the responsibility 
of monthly monitoring is already given to IESWM. After receiving the test report it will be put in public 
domain.

19.Restoration of wetland at Nonadanga

Smt. Kakkar flagged that although the boundary wall has been pulled down, the waterbody remains dry. 
Although there have been repeated requests to KMC for filling up of the waterbody yet no step has been 
taken so far. Chief Secretary advised Commissioner, KMC to look after the matter.

20.Removal of hogla and other flora from Nalban

Smt. Kakkar also raised the issue that Nalban has always been one of the most important waterbodies in 
the EKW and has justified the Ramsar status because it was a habitat for wildfowl. However, over time, 
the hogla and other flora that attracted birds had been removed particularly all along the southern part 
of Sector V. Chief Secretary suggested the Additional Chief Secretary, Fisheries Department to restore 
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floral species and to place safeguards while permitting recreational activities at Nalban so that birds can 
be encouraged to return to this prime habitat once again.

21.Development of broad concept of nature tourism in EKW area

Chief Secretary requested CTO to draw up the concept of nature tourism early.

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the chair.

Sd/-
(R. P.S. Kahlon)

Principal Secretary, Environment Department
Govt. of West Bengal

&
Member Secretary, EKWMA
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TH
MINUTES OF THE 20  MEETING OF THE EAST KOLKATA WETLANDS MANAGEMENT 

AUTHORITY (EKWMA)

thThe 20th meeting of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority was held on 28  December, 2012 

at 1:00 pm in the Conference Room-II attached to Chief Minister’s Secretariat, Writers’ Buildings, 

Kolkata. The meeting was chaired by the Chief Secretary, Government of West Bengal & Chairman, 

EKWMA.

Following members were present in the meeting:

1. Principal Secretary, Environment Department, Government of West Bengal. (Member Secretary, 

EKWMA).

2. Principal Secretary, Urban Development Department, Government of West Bengal.

3. Principal Secretary, Land & Land Reforms Department, Government of West Bengal.

4. Principal Secretary, Municipal Affairs Department, Government of West Bengal

5. Chief Executive Officer, Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority.

6. Commissioner, Kolkata Municipal Corporation.

7. District Magistrate, North 24 Parganas.

8. District Magistrate, South 24 Parganas.

9. Ms. Bonani Kakkar, President, PUBLIC.

10.Mr. Tushar Ghosh, Secretary, Jalabhumi Bachao Committee.

11.Mr. Sasi Dulal Ghosh, Secretary, Fish Producers Association.

12.Mr. Arijit Banerjee, Chief Technical Officer, EKWMA and Director, IESWM

Member Secretary initiated the meeting by welcoming the new Chairman and introducing him to the 
members representing the Non-Governmental Organisations.

Discussion was carried out in accordance with the agenda notes which were circulated amongst the 
members prior to the meeting, and following decisions were reached:-

1. Confirmation of the minutes on the 19th meeting of EKWMA

The minutes of the 19th meeting of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority held on 13th 
August, 2012 were confirmed.

2. Creation of Local Level Committee
The Chief Technical Officer, EKWMA informed the members that the Local Level Committee has been 
formed as per the decision taken in the last meeting. The Chairman suggested that the Committee 
should meet and discuss relevant issues.

3. Solid Waste Management in Mouza Beonta (J.L. No. 27), South 24 Parganas

The Chief Technical Officer informed the Chairman that Solid Watse dumping within a wetland is 
prohibited under the Central Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2010. In the 19th 
meeting dicussion on this matter was taken up and it was decided that UD Deptt. should scout for an 
alternative loction. Following this decision, the file was returned to the UD Deptt.

Member Secretary also informed that the State Government has also approached MoEf, GoI a number of 
times for making an exception to the East Kolkata Wetlands in the matter of waste disposal considering 
its unique nature and to amend the Central Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2010. 
The Chairman agreed to the necessity of having a solid waste dumping ground for the city of Kolkata and 
its surrounding areas. He suggested that Principal Secretary, UD Deptt. should refer it again to EKWMA 
and circulate a status paper on Solid Waste Management in Kolkata and its surroundings with detailed 
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justification regarding possible sites. This would be discussed and then taken up with the Government 
of India.

4. Mutation in EKW area
All the members were informed that earlier notification no. S/EN/487/177/08 dated 03/03/2008 has 
been revoked and new notification no. EN/ 2158 /(S) dated 20.09.2012 has been issued which allows 
mutation of land within the EKW area.

5. Issues related to Kolkata Municipal Corporation (KMC)

The CTO briefed the members that on issue relating to the handing over of pumping station at Bantala, 
joint field verification will be organised on 06/01/2013. Commissioner, KMC informed that the matter 
relating to Wetlands Interpretation Centre will be taken up at the next KMC Mayor-in- Council meeting. 
For restoration of the waterbody at Nonadanga, Commissioner, KMC informed that the exercise will be 
carried out within a week.

6. Issues regarding Metro Rail within EKW area

A background regarding Metro Rail Case was dicussed in details. The following issues were raised during 
the discussions:- 

a. The Chairman expressed his concern regarding filling up of Captain Bheri, even if temporarily as 
such a step would make the waterbody ecologically dead. He suggested that RVNL should adopt 
all technological means which will allow the piers to be constructed without filling up of the 
waterbody.

b. The CTO suggested that RVNL shall compensate any loss of livelihood resulting from denial of 
access to waterbody during this operation. 

c. The Chairman also questioned if it would be advisable to increase the depth of the waterbody for 
restoration purposes.

d. Member Secretary also advised that RVNL shall take necessary steps to control noise and dust 
pollution. 

Finally, the Chairman held up three points which are:-
a. RVNL shall make use of the technology that will not dry up the waterbody.
b. Compensation for loss of livelihoods should be ensured. Fisheries Department shall identify and 

compute the loss of livelihoods and make figures available.
c. RVNL shall fully dredge the waterbody after the completion of the task under technical 

supervision of EKWMA.
d. Aqueduct shall be created beneath the EM Bypass connecting the two flanks of the waterbody. 

This exercise shall be under the technical supervision of KMDA and after seeking formal 
permission.

7. Annual Accounts and Statutory Audit Report on Annual Accounts of the East Kolkata 

Wetlands Management Authority for the year 2011-2012

Annual Accounts and Statutory Audit Report of the East Kolkata Wetlands Management Authority for 
the year 2011-2012 were placed and approved and it was also decided to send the Report of the Principal 
Accountant General (Economic & Revenue Sector Audit), West Bengal, for further necessary action.

8. Proposal for construction of school in EKW area

On matter relating to the proposal given by Splendour Commercial Pvt. Ltd for establishment of a school, 
it was informed that they have filed a a Writ Petition being W.P. No. 23860 (W) of 2012 at the High Court 
of Calcutta. It was decided that it would be best to wait for and act, according to the court’s order in this 
matter.
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9. Unnayan Developers Pvt. Ltd vs State of West Bengal & Ors.

The CTO familiarized the members with the case relating to Unnayan Developers and highlighted the 
drawback in their proposed ecotourism project which was more commercial in nature. Due to this 
drawback the permission for fencing which was granted to Unnayan Developers Pvt. Ltd was canceled as 
per the decision taken in the 18th Meeting of EKWMA. Dissatisfied with this the developers approached 
the High Court and the Court passed an order in their favour on the ground that any decision taken 
either with participation of the non-members or in the absence of the members cannot be regarded as a 
decision of the said Authority. The Chairman suggested that it would be appropriate to appeal to the 
Court once again in this matter.

10.Ecotourism in EKW area

Regarding the development of ecotourism related activities with the East Kolkata Wetlands, the CTO 
informed the Chairman that the proposals submitted by the seven parties were models with large carbon 
footprint and are significantly water intensive. The proposal to establish ecotourism with facilities such 
as golf course, ayurvedic spa, squash courts, tennis and swimming academy, seminar rooms, eco-
cottages, etc. give an impression that it is more of a profit making venture rather than a low-impact 
tourism.
The Chairman suggested that a request be made to the Tourism Department to take an initiative for low-
impact tourism in EKW area.

11.Miscellaneous

The CTO, EKWMA also raised concerns regarding the authenticity of the Management Plan prepared by 
the Wetlands International, South Asia and the basis on which the entire EKW area was divided into 5 
zones. He also highlighted the fact that following an approval of Management Plan by the authority an 
approval of the State Government is equally important. 

Shri Tushar Ghosh, Secretary, Jalabhumi Bachao Committee requested some flexibility in favour of 
traditional villagers with regard to the granting of NOC who have been residing within the EKW area for 
generations.

It was agreed that the individual Mouza maps of EKW (in convenient scale possible) will be uploaded on 
the official website.

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the chair.

Sd/-
(R.P.S Kahlon)

Principal Secretary, Environment Department
Govt. of West Bengal

&
Member Secretary, EKWMA
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ANNEXURE XIII

People United for Better living v. State of W.B.                  1993(1) CLJ 105

1993(1)CLJ People United for better living v. State of W.B.

[CONSTITUTIONAL WRIT JURISDICTION]
Before Mr. Justice Umesh Chandra Banerjee

Decision :  September 24, 1992

People United for Better Living in Calcutta,
Public & Anr. Petitioner

Versus
State of West Bengal & Others. Respondents

Ecology and Environmental Problem – Social Problem – Duty of the Law Courts 
– Developmental programme of Government – World Trade Centre – Striking balance 
between development and ecology – Reclamation of wetland in eastern part of the 
metropolis – Value of wetland.

In the name of People United for Better Living in Calcutta – Public and another 
instituted a writ petition against the State of West Bengal challenging the attempt of the 
State Govt. to reclaim the wetlands on the eastern side of the Calcutta metropolis for 
proposed World Trade Centre to promote trading activities not only of Calcutta but also 
of the country as a whole. In support of the writ petition it has been contended on behalf 
of the petitioners that the proposed World Trade Centre will be another shopping plaza or 
a commercial complex.  The proposal for establishing a World Trade Centre is not a 
Government proposal but a private entrepreneurs proposal for private gain and as such, 
the Law Courts would not be justified in granting such a proposal for private gain at the 
cost of the society at large.  It is contended that preservation of wetlands in this part of the 
city is necessary for the protection of environment and there should be a balance between 
development process and protection of environment.  The contention of the State 
Government in this respect, on the other hand is that the proposed World Trade Centre in 
Salt Lake would not only ensure benefit for the trading activities of the metropolis but 
will enhance the trading activities of the country as a whole.  It is to promote 
International trade by providing all facilities under one roof.  It is further contended that 
setting up of a World Trade Centre has become all the more necessary now with the 
globalization of the economy and the World Trade Centre would help push export which 
is a national objective, that this itself in turn would create additional demand for goods 
and services leading to an increase in production and expansion of service facilities which 
would consequently result in generation of more employment.  The State Govt. is 
desirous of establishing a World Trade Centre because it will create employment for the 
people of the State and ensure their welfare.
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The Court allowing the writ petition.
HELD ;  The issue of environmental  degradation cannot but be termed to be a 
social problem and considering the growing awareness and considering the impact 
of this problem on the society in regard thereto, Law Courts should also rise upto 
the occasion to deal with the situation as it demands in the present day context.   
Law Courts have a  social duty since it is a part of the society and as such must 
always function having due regard to the present day problems which the society 
faces.  The social problems shall have to be dealt with in the way and in the manner 
it calls for since benefit to the society ought to be the prime consideration of the 
Law Courts and ecological imbalance being the social problem ought to be decided 
by a court of law so that the society may thrive and prosper without any  affection.

(Para 29)
While the Law Court ought not to put an embargo to the development project which 
is in the offing, it shall have to strike a balance between the development and 
ecology.

(Para 37)
The wetland being a bounty of nature do have a significant role to play in the 
proper development of the society be it from environmental perspective or from 
economic perspective.

(Para 39)
Case referred to :-Calcutta Youth Front & Another v. State of West Bengal & Ors., 

1986(2) Cal  LJ 26
Mr. Sudipta Sarkar and Anjan Verma ……….for the Petitioner
Mr. N.N.Gupta (Advocate General), 

    S.C.Ukil and Pobitra Gupta ………..for the State

Mr. Apurba Basu ………..Added Respondent 

The judgment of the Court was as follows :-
Population growth and modern technological developments by themselves 

pose a great threat to the very existence of living and non-living organisms-this is 
not confined to a particular region, but it has crossed trans-national frontiers.  In 
1972 the Stockholm Conference Under the auspices of the United Nations did 
deliberate upon the issues of protection of human environment.  The Habitat 
Conference, Vancouver, British Columbia, 1976 and the World Water Conference 
at Argentina in 1977 recorded a detailed discussion as regards the water pollution.  
It is not out of place to mention that water pollution along with the pollution in the 
air and the noise pollution are in a much higher degree in the metropolitan centres 
than in the rural sectors and as such population influx and technological 
developments can be ascribed to be
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the two basic factors for such environmental degradation. The National 
Environmental Engineering Research Institute has confirmed that levels of sulpher-
dioxide and other particulate matters in big cities have exceeded the permissible 
limits as prescribed by the World Health Organisation (WHO). 

2. While it is true that in a developing country there shall have to be 
developments, but that development shall have to be in closest possible harmony 
with the environment, as otherwise there would be development but no 
environment, which would result in total devastation, though, however, may not be 
felt in present but at some future point of time, but then it would be too late in the 
day, however, to control and improve the environment. Nature will not tolerate us 
after a certain degree of its destruction and it will in any event, have its toll on the 
lives of the people: Can the present day society afford to have such a state and allow 
the nature to have its toll in future – the answer shall have to be in the negative: The 
present day society has a responsibility towards the posterity for their proper growth 
and development so as to allow the posterity to breathe normally and live in a 
cleaner environment and have a consequent fuller development: Time has now 
come therefore, to check and control the degradation of the environment and since 
the Law Courts also have a duty towards the society for its proper growth and 
further development, it is a plain exercise of the judicial power to see that there is 
no such degradation of the society and there ought not to be any hesitation in regard 
thereto-but does that mean an imply stoppage of every developmental programme-
the answer is again ‘no’: There shall have to be a proper balance between the 
development and the environment so that both can co-exist without affecting the 

stother. On the wake of the 21 century, in my view, it is neither feasible nor 
practicable to have a negative approach to the development process of the country 
or of the society, but that does not mean, without any consideration for the 
environment. As noted above, there should be a proper balance between the 
protection of the environment and the development process: The society shall have 
to prosper, but not at the cost of the environment and in the similar vein, the 
environment shall have to be protected but not at the cost of the development of the 
society-there shall have to be both development and proper environment and as 
such, a balance has to be found out and administrative actions ought to proceed in 
accordance therewith and not d’hors the same. 

3. Erroneously at times pollution is equated with environment. In fact, 
pollution is one of the aspects of environment and the expression ‘environment’ has 
to be viewed with all its components and considered in its totality. There are indeed 
a wide range of physical, biological and man-made component that interact in 
building up an environment. This 
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has made the subject complex and a matter for multi-disciplinary study. Environmental 
conditions get substantially influenced by local factors; factors like regular recurrence of 
natural calamities, i.e., floods, draught, land subsidence and the like of features like 
intensives, explosion of natural resources, e.g., mining, deforestation or a highly effective 
health phenomenon in the form of predominance of an endemic disease or a typical socio 
economic condition engulfing a large percentage of local population – all exert profound 
influences of different nature and dimensions on the environment that revolve in a 
particular area. The intensity of the major factor determines the essential character of the 
environment under such circumstances. In – depth studies of such problem areas reveal 
interesting features exposing intricate linkages between environmental conditions and the 
pattern of human behaviour and response. Some possible solution towards meeting the 
challenges of nature may also be struck which, if adopted, may bring a significant change 
for the better.

4. Turning attention now on to the present writ petition, it appears that the entire 
thrust of challenge in the petition is in regard to the maintenance of wetlands in the 
eastern fringe of the city of Calcutta – but what is this wetland ? The Water Board of the 
New South Wales Government, Australia in its Secondary Poster 2 ‘Protecting our 
Wetlands’ records the following :

“Wetlands’ often called bogs, swamps, marshes, billabongs and a host of other 
names, are areas of wetland. The amount of water in them varies depending on the 
weather and the time of year. Sometimes they can be quite dry. Special plants, such as 
seeds, grow in wetland areas. Wetlands also provide a home for a host of different 
wildlife ranging from migratory and local birds to fish, reptiles, amphibians and insects. 
All these living things depend on wetlands for their existence. 

Estuarine wetlands are found where rivers start to join the sea. Their water is 
brackish (a mixture of salt and fresh water) and it rises and falls along with the tide. 
Mangroves grow in estuarine wetlands.

Billabongs are old river beds that are left when the river takes a different 
direction. When the new river floods of there is a heavy rain, the billabongs fill with 
water.

Marshes and swamps can be found in many places. They are shallow, low laying 
areas of ground filled with reeds and wild life.”

The Secondary Poster also records:
“Each wetland functions as an ecosystem, i.e., a system where all the parts (land, 

plants, animals, water, solar energy) depend on each other. If one part of the system, the 
amount of sunlight for 

177



People United for Better living v. State of W.B.                  1993(1) CLJ 109

instance, is changed, all the other parts will be affected too. Often change to one 
element of an ecosystem results in the destruction of the whole.

Not only are the wetlands fragile ecosystems in themselves, but they form a vital 
part of the world’s ecosystem as well.

Wetlands rely on established water drainage pattern. Any population nearby, with 
its paved streets, gardens, storm water wastes etc. inevitably alters water drainage pattern 
and affects the wetland.

We need to take steps to prevent destruction of our wetlands.”

5. The poster noted above also record the importance of wetlands as follows :-
“Even though many people never notice wetlands, they play a very important part in our 
lives. 

Wetlands provide a haven for vast numbers of living creatures which rely on them 
for food, shelter and as a breeding place. While they may not live permanently in the 
area, huge numbers of birds, animals, reptiles, fish, amphibians and insects regularly visit 
and use wetlands. Disappearance of wetlands threatens their very existence.

Migratory birds, some from as far away as Siberia and Japan, travel to Australian 
wetlands every years to escape the cold winter. Many of these migratory birds are rare 
and endangered species.

Many kinds of fish hatch and grow to maturity in the safety of the wetland 
mangrove swamps. When they are adults they move into the ocean. Most of the fish we 
eat depend on these mangrove ‘nurseries’ for hatching their young and for the survival of 
the species.

Many species of plants survive only in the special environment of the wetlands. 
Loss of wetlands threatens their survival.

Wetlands play and important rose in the water cycle, cleaning and purifying water 
as it passes through them. They can also help control flood water by stopping and 
releasing it slowly through the ground.

There is growing evidence that wetlands are a vital link in the food chain, 
‘processing’ food for some species, and also play a part in nitrogen fixing, a process 
which alters nitrogen to a form where it can be used by living creatures.

Wetlands are also important for people, as areas where environmental scientists 
can learn more about or total environment, and as areas for relaxation where people can 
enjoy canoeing, fishing, picnics, photography, walking, bird watching and sometimes, 
just sitting in a quiet and beautiful place.”
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6. The New South Wales Water Board, as appears from relevant statistics 
look after around 500 wetland areas. As part of the Special Environment Programme, 
scientists and wetlands specialists are working to rebuild wetlands that have been 
damaged and to protect wetlands in the future. The Water Board is teaching people ways 
and means to protect the wetlands.

7. It is to be noted that the American environmentalists also in their turn are 
making frantic efforts so as to maintain American wetlands system. It has been calculated 
in the United States that one acre of wetlands is worth tens of thousands of U.S. Dollars 
for the services it renders. According to the American environmentalists, the following 
can be ascribed to be the contribution of the wetlands :-

(i) Wetlands act as water purifier ;
(ii) They help maintain surface moisture ;
(iii) They help curb soil erosion ;
(iv) They lessen the impact of both floods as well as droughts ;
(v) They contribute pure water to wells ;
(vi) They preserve the wildlife ; and
(vii) They support the fishing industry.

8. History records that the American city of Grand Fox had extensive 
wetlands, but people chose to do away with them for commercially more lucrative option 
– the end result being that there were 8 floods in 30 years which should have come once 
otherwise in 80 to 100 years. The Mayor of Grand Fox is now making an all-out effort to 
convince and impress upon the farmers to convert their fields into wetlands even by 
compensating them lucratively as it will be cheaper than tackling the repeated floods.

9. Wetlands being an unseen storehouse of nature’s bounty and a gift of 
nature to mankind act as regulators and reservoirs for rivers. The marshes slow down the 
speed of the water flowing from the streams to the rivers – these delay gives the river 
much required time to adjust to the various types: but with the removal of the wetlands 
the water from the streams will start flowing faster on to the rivers and the rivers, not 
being able to adjust, will flood the surrounding areas. The American environmentalists 
have assessed on the basis of economic data that about 13 millions water fowls depend on 
the wetlands of the state of Alaska alone for their survival and about 5 million dollars 
worth of Salmond fish come from these wetlands.

10. Kerry Turner in his article ‘Economics and Wetland Management’ published by 
the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences stated that wetland ecosystems are among the 
most threatened of all environmental 
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resources. The over-utilisation of the total wetlands stock has been the result of a 
combination of economic development pressure, information failure and market and 
intervention failure. There is an urgent need for a balance to be struck between wetland 
conservation, sustainable utilization and wetland conversion – Sustainable utilization and 
the maintenance of a sustainable flow of income derived from the wetland stock is the 
key issue for developing economics. Economic valuation of the multi functional wetland 
resources is required, principles and methods used in the assessment of temperate 
wetlands in developed countries can aid the analysis of tropical wetlands in developing 
countries. 

11. Turner also notes that development projects have often stimulated wetland 
conversion largely because of information failure planners just did not realise how 
important some wetlands were for sustainable development.  Nevertheless, there is a 
growing awareness that most wetlands are more valuable economic resources when 
retained in their natural  or semi natural state. Conversion or degradation of such natural 
capital assets will therefore, often not represent an increase in resource use efficiency .  
Social efficiency in wetland use is connected to the fact that wetlands are multifunctional 
resources and that, under heavy utilisation pressure, some of the multiple uses conflict 
with  each other.  The inefficiency is not a consequence of the multiple-use conflict itself, 
but of the fact that not all the uses are properly evaluated and accounted for.

12 Goodland and Ledec in a published paper “Wildlands; Balancing 
Conversion with Conservation In World Bank Project (1989; Environment 31,6 to 11 and 
27 to 35)” have remarked that until two or three decades ago a large proportion  of the 
world’s wildlands including wetlands were protected by their remoteness, their vastness 
and  their marginal direct usefulness for agriculture or other economic activities.  The last 
30 years or so, however, have witnessed rapid conversions of wetlands in all developing 
economics..  The author pointed out that the over-utilisation of the total wetland has been   
the result of a combination of factors.  Given the special location of the majority of 
wetlands, i.e. along rivers on coasts and on level terrain, often with inherently fertile 
soils, multiple-use pressure is inevitable as the economic development process gathers 
pace.  All these factors combine to make such sites attractive for a diverse range of 
competing economic activities.   In this sense, the ‘natural’ use conflicts that arise can be 
considered to be in some sense almost inevitable.  This situation need not be viewed 
negatively in the sense of a straightforward conservation versus Development conflict.  
Further, a balanced approach is required in which many wetlands will be utilised for
commercial output (timber, livestock, fodder, fish etc.) under a sustainable management 
programme on a water basin - wide level. 
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It is stated that wetlands have been lost inadvertently because of policy interventions 
which have been badly coordinated or poorly designed. 

13. As earlier noted the population influx and modern technological 
development have been identified as the chief culprits to contribute a major share of the 
pollution in the cities. But the obsession with the phenomenon of pollution which is 
associated with urban and industrial areas make us lose sight of the environmental 
conditions of the rural areas where a major percentage of our population leave. In that 
view of the matter, environment needs to be protected not only in the urban areas but also 
in the rural areas.

14. Turning attention on to the Calcutta wetland’s we find that there are 40 
species of algae and 2 species of fern, 7 species of monocods and 21 species dicods. 
Latest datas suggest presence of about 155 species of summer birds of which 64 species 
are resident birds and 91 are migratory. There are 90 species of winter birds of which 44 
are residents and 46 are migratory. These migratory birds are mainly from Siberia and 
East Europe and they arrive at the city through Trans-Asia Migration Route. Admittedly, 
Calcutta has had around 20,000 acres approximately of wetland area, of which 10,000 
acres have already been reclaimed and the sprawling metropolis under the name of Salt 
Lake City being a satellite township area of Calcutta exists, and the East Calcutta 
Wetlands now therefore comprises of around 9,000 and odd hundred acres approximately 
on the eastern fringe of the city with a natural slope from the West to the East. The entire 
area comprises of low lands characterised by marshes and ponds etc. as regards the soil, 
there is no manner of doubt that it has very high moisture content of a mixed clay and 
aluvium type. On the issue of hydrology, the entire waste and drainage (sewer) water of 
Calcutta runs through a system of main and ancillary channels going through the 
wetlands; these flows are channelised into the sewage-fed fisheries for pisciculture and 
the wetlands purify the entire waste water through a natural process of oxidation, 
radiation, biological break down of organic wastes and pisciculture. As regards surface 
utilisation, wetlands are used for pisciculture, agriculture, garbage, dumping for solid 
waste, horticulture on garbage dump. The climate and micro climate of 1983 appears to 
be 10 degree centigrade to 40 degree centigrade with a rainfall of average 1605 mm. 

15. On the issue of the characteristics and importance of wetlands and the 
impact of wetlands on ecosystem, it has been stated that in this region, 1 square metre of 
surface water can produce 23.75 gm. of oxygen per minute after meeting the requirement 
of aquatic animals. Average individual human being needs 2.1 gm. oxygen per minute 
and per day, therefore, it is 3024 gms. and any loss of wetland, therefore, will have 
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tremendous impact on to the living organisms as also human being on the surface. It has 
been argued that the role and importance of wetlands in relation to its surrounding cannot 
in any way be undermined. It is vital for maintaining micro climatic condition ; absorbing 
pollution from air receptacle for rain water and sewage; waste recycling; pisciculture; 
habitat for aquatic flora and fauna : proven high biomass density : gainful occupation to 
large population supplying low cost fish and vegetation. It was further contended that 
within urban limits, water bodies act as detention centers and outside the core area, they 
provide the spill basin and any change may lead to floods. It has been suggested that in 
the United States of America, detention centers are created to control the passage of 
storm water and sewage.

16. In continuation of his submission in regard to the beneficial role of 
Calcutta wetlands, Mr. Sarkar, appearing in support of the application, stressed that 
efficient management of the sewage outfall channels with periodic dredging will ensue 
adequate waters to save the wetlands. Tidal flows from the mouth of Bidyadhri river do 
not reach the backwaters due to siltation. It was further suggested that pisciculture, 
horticulture, agriculture from a chain in the recycling of resources and generate essential 
nutrients for human consumption. Mr. Sarkar laid stress that acquiring the wetlands for 
industrial activity will disrupt the fragile ecosystem and Calcutta will die through 
permanent damage to natural sewage system : loss of cheap nutrients : loss of habitat for 
flora and fauna : threat to their survival : loss of unique system of natural waste disposal 
forcing costlier and environmentally hazardous options : damage Calcutta’s micro 
climate involving rainfall, humidity, temperature control, oxygen generation : displace 
marginal families who depend on primary and secondary occupations on the wetlands.

17. It is on this factual backdrop that the instant matter shall have to be decided by 
the Court as to whether further encroachment of 784 acres of Calcutta’s wetlands will 
lead to such a degradation of environmental conditions so as to have its roll on the 
society. Admittedly, as appears from records, Calcutta’s wetlands comprised of fishing 
ponds popularly known in Bengal parlance as ‘bheris’ and pisciculture admittedly to a 
substantial extent, takes place in that wetland area through which a good number of 
people earn their livelihood and it is, therefore, seen that these wetlands remain not only 
for the purpose of environment but for the purpose of economic purpose as well.

18. It is at this juncture, however, the views expressed by A.K. Ghosh, Joint 
Director and Incharge, Environmental Monitoring Wing, Zoological Survey of India, 
ought to be considered. In his paper on ‘Ecology and Environment of Calcutta’ published 
by the Government of West Bengal, Shri Ghosh on the issue of ‘Problem and Prospects 
of Calcutta’s Growth in Table 9 recorded the following :-
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Sl. 
No

Parameter East and South-eastern 
growth

Northwards Growth

1. Environmental 
consideration

Loss of wetlands ; Increases 
air pollution ; destroys 
valuable ecosystem and waste 
treatment facility.

The wetland eco-systesm 
remains intact.

2. Drainages flood 
cushioning and 
health

Reclamation and urban 
constructions cause major loss 
of drainage outfall basins. 
Less facilities for disposal of 
rainfall excesses ; increasing 
health hazards.

Wetland facilities in the 
eastern metropolitan fringe 
can be utilized healthier.

3. Water supplies Increasing mineralization and 
hardness of water ; 
unpredictable salinity in 
ground water. Consequent 
need to tap and treat Hugli 
water.

Prolific ground water supplies 
major basin; lesser pumping 
costs and mineralization 
problems (only iron removal 
called for); safe and potable 
for human beings.

4. Sewage / 
treatment and 
solid waste 
disposal

Natural Dhapa system being 
lost by reclamation. Calls for 
very costly treatment plants. 
Gradual loss of garbage 
disposal sites as well.

Natural facilities retained. 
Additional system can be 
designed in eastern metro 
fringe wetlands.

5. Economic 
Products

Rich fish haul as primary 
source of protein rapidly 
dwindling. Vegetable growing 
areas also likely to be usurped 
for urban construction 
ultimately.

Fisheries development can be 
further strengthened with 
State / Panchayat control; 
more of vegetable mixed 
farming products.

6. Hinterland and 
Communication

Away from the city’s 
hinterland increased 
freightage and communication 
/ traffic problems in core 
Calcutta.

Nearness to hinterland easier 
disposal of trans Hugli 
facilities shall need 
strengthening of North 
communication corridors.

7. Social Factors Loss of primary sector 
livelihood (fisheries, farming, 
etc.). Increasing tertiary sector 
problems.

Distance from core will 
discourage such speculators. 
Cleaner urban development, 
better health due
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Control by land speculators 
to take over reclaimed land 
parcels at the cost of middle 
and lower economic classes

lesser drainage congestion and 
lesser preventive health costs, 
etc. Greater land / water based 
employment in primary 
sector.

8. Hugli 
Controversy

Larger extraction of water for 
urban supplies with 
consequent flow reduction 
and increased pollution and 
salinity; in turn, escalating 
cost of treatment.

Trapping Hugli avoidable. 
Northwards reach of river less 
polluted with lesser tidal 
salinity.

9. Land Only by reclamation at high 
cost and degradation of 
system.

Good lands available in 
Kalyani-Haringhata zone. 
Dairy to be shifted to east 
Calcutta reclaimed zone.

Ghosh in the self-same paper stated :-

“But what is most remarkable is that in spite of 300 years of mostly unplanned 
development, the city still shows signs of vibrant life in its biotic components. The city of 
Calcutta within its limit exhibits at least 7-10 species of mammals, 200 species of birds,
15 species of reptiles, 13 species of amphibians and 40 species of butterflies. But how 
long can these elements withstand the onslaught of massive changes ? Comparative 
figures of birds species on the Salt Lake before and after reclamation show an alarming 
regression rate. The long drawn battle to preserve the remaining habitats (especially in 
and around the wetlands of East Calcutta and Brade Bridge) can never provide a long 
term solution. The planning authority has to wake up to the need for biological 
conservation. Apart from aesthetics, the entire food chain and energy cycle is dependent 
on biological component, a large scale disruption of which can only lead to a collapse of 
economic fishery and agriculture around the metropolis”.

19. On the basis of the dates as above, there cannot be any manner of doubt 
that the Calcutta wetlands presents a unique ecosystem apart from the materialistic 
benefit to the society at large. Within the Calcutta Metropolitan are the Calcutta wetlands 
can be easily identified as the most outstanding wetland cluster. As already mentioned, 
these wetlands bear the oldest tradition in the world of resource recovery from city’s 
waste besides being the largest of such systems in the world. They 
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have now become a subject of international interest. Since the beginning this century, 
various forms of agriculture and pisciculture have been practices in the region. These 
wetlands are interdistributory marshes lying between the laves of the river Hugly to west 
end of the Bidyadhari to the east. The Bidyadhari can now be traced only by its aggraded 
bad presently under paddy cultivation. It was a tidal channel and the shallow marshes 
acted spill basins. Gradually with diversion of city sewage, premature reclamation by 
building embankments for the then existing salt water fisheries and with silting up of the 
river, these marshes became stagnant and ceased to be saline (Ghosh & Sen, 1997). Since 
then they have become sewage receptacles for the city and with innovative enterprise of 
local people they have been used as waste water fisheries producing more than 10 
quintals of fish per acre per year for the city. These wetlands also store runoff from the 
adjacent areas during the rains and are traversed by the sewage outfall channels of the 
city. These channels carry the waste water eastwards to the Kulti river which eventually 
falls into the Raimangal which drains into the Bay of Bengal. These wetlands recycle 
waste water for efficient nutrient recovery, provide fresh fish to the market of Calcutta 
and employ thousands of rural people over an area of about 7,500 acres.

20. On the basis of the factual backdrop as noted above, it is, therefore, to be 
seen as to whether there is any environmental hazard or affectation of the waste recycling 
area so as to create problems for this huge metropolis as also for the satellite township in 
the eastern fringe of the city of Calcutta. While it is true that there is a tremendous influx 
on the urban area, but that does not mean and imply, however, that the urban area shall 
have to go on expanding to provide a shelter for everybody whosoever comes to the 
urban conglomeration. The city of Calcutta is now witnessing gigantic demon-like multi-
storied buildings and these demons look large on every street-big or small-posing great 
problem to the traffic as also the sewage. The matter, therefore, shall have to be decided 
having these facades of the present life of the city pf Calcutta. Satellite township is a 
modern phenomenon in this country. Delhi has experienced few years back the same and 
so has Bombay and Madras. It is nothing new that this mad rush continues throughout the 
country for urban area. But does that mean and imply that the gift of nature to the 
humanity shall have to be destroyed – does that mean and imply that this unseen 
storehouse of nature’s bounty would have to be exploited to this optimum level ? In my 
view, answer cannot but be in the negative. It is not out of place to record that this 
concern for environment is of recent origin, but as time progresses, as the society 
develops, the right-thinking people of the society would come forward to impress upon 
the people that this bounty of nature ought not to be
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wasted any longer but that does not however mean that we will have at present continue 
with malutilisation of the nature’s bounty. I must record here that the Government is also 
not lagging behind and in this State, legislations are in the offing, as has been stated by 
Mr. Advocate-General appearing for the State-Respondents as to prohibit any farther 
change in the land-use map of the State. The Town and Country Planning Act has already 
been engrafted in the Statute Book and the experts are on their toes for the purpose of 
bringing in a healthy atmosphere so as to educate the common people the need for 
protection of the environment by preservation of the wetlands.

21. Let us now analyse, however, the defense set up by the State-Respondents. 
It was contended that the history of Salt Lake clearly indicates that the scheme of things 

thnow visible in Sale Lake development was conceived in the 19 century itself but could 
not be brought to the state of implementation due to paucity of funds. The ecological and 
environmental parameters where unperceived issues at that time-keeping a portion of the 
area under Salt Lake’s reserved for fisheries and perhaps for wetlands was also a 
common feature in all Salt Lake Development Plans that appeared in the scene in the 
form State initiative form time. By the time the slogan ‘Save Wetlands’ was raised, it was 
argued, 3000 acres of northern Salt Lake had already been developed by early 1980, and 
after pruning the original plan, only 784 acres more were to be essentially developed now 
for which little over 900 acres are to be acquired for completing the programme. The
development of these 784 acres contiguous to sectors 4 and 5 is now a fait accompli. It 
was further submitted that these attempt to develop additional 784 acres is only to 
optimize the use of infrastructure already created in sectors 4 and 5 and is a historical 
reality that cannot just be written off. The Eastern Metropolitan Bypass, now almost an 
arterial road to the city itself, can not be abandoned. The infrastructure created for the 
electronic complex that has already generated employment are the rate of 150 persons per 
acre, as compared to 1 to 2 persons per acre by the bheris, cannot be wasted and the 33 
KVA power sub-station installed at Sector-5 with a capacity to meet potential demands of 
industrial units in the area cannot just be shut off. The contemplated cooperative housing 
complex facilities in these sectors for the middle income group of people cannot perhaps 
be given up the larger social interest – the above is an extract from a paper presented at a 
seminar on Land Development and Environmental Issues in the Calcutta Metropolitan 

thArea held on 19 July, 1990 at the Calcutta Information Centre, Calcutta and prepared by 
the Institute of Local Government and Urban States ; Local Government and Urban 
Development Department of Metropolitan Development Department, Government of 
West Bengal and Mr. Advocate-General laid very great emphasis thereon. Certain 
questions were 
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raised in the paper itself, the same being : What is desirable relationship between 
population and areas to be preserved as wetlands- what happens to the cities that do not 
have wetland in their environment. In such a situation it is recommended that agricultural 
lands be converted into wetlands? The paper itself records further that host  of question 
like these are waiting for answers.

22. While it is true that the perceptible mind may seek answers to the questions raised 
above, but it is for the environmentalist and the Government to answer these questions 
themselves and to ascertain whether to maintain the proper environment, there should be 
conversion of agricultural land into wetlands or not – but the problem posed here is not 
whether there should be such a conversion, but whether one should try to develop and 
reclaim an already existing advantageous system being a  bounty  of nature available to 
the city. In order to appreciate that , the further contention of the State-Respondents ought 
to be noted. It has been stated that the area in question contiguous to Sectors 4 and 5 
contains three bheris, viz., Nalban bheri consisting of 413 acres , Chinta Singh Bhery 
consisting of 188 acres and also Munshir Bhery consisting of 183 acres i.e. a total area of 

th784 acres. The 4 one  viz., Mollar Bhery which is stated to be consisting of 121 acres is 
to be used for a different purpose- it will be dug deeper and the earth thus available will 
be used for developing the three bheries named above and the final use of Mollar Bhery 
would be garbage dumping ground and land acquisition proceedings . In respect of theses 
bheries are at different stages of composition. Mr. Advocate –General laid stress on the 
factual score that the Government has already taken possession of Chinta Singh Bhery 
and Mollar Bhery and the Nalban Bhery is under the  custody of the District Magistrate 
,South 24 parganas and it being temporary used by the Directorate of Fisheries, though, 
however, possession of Munshir Bhery has been stayed by a Court order. It has further 
been stated that the entire 784 acres proposed to be developed are not exclusively used 
for wetlands now. Chinta Singh Bhery and Mollar Bhery are now being temporarily used 
for raising agricultural crops and in respect of Nalban Bhery, possibility of relocation 
may be explored further east of its present location. The state respondents further 
contended that the contention of the writ petitioners in regard to the loss of employment 
opportunities is conceived – whereas the average employment generated by the bheries is 
only 1 to 2 persons par acre as compared to already achieved 150 persons per acre in the 
industries located to the electronic complex of the Salt Lake. According to the State 
Respondents, as a very liberal estimate , around 700 persons may at  best be displaced 
from employment due to proposed development, of which 500 persons may be 
rehabilitated in the proposed alternative site for Nalban Bhery and the rest may be 
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absorbed in the industries that would come up in the area after the proposed development 
is completed. As regards ecological and environmental parameters, it has been stated that 
the desirable relationship between the developed areas and wetlands, which need 
different geo-hydrological considerations; has not yet been recommended by the experts 
and as such , a question may be asked as to whether development of 3,784 acres of Salt 
Lake with existing 3000 acres and proposed 784 acres (out of the total wetland in this 
area) can be termed to be a threat to environment and ecological balance. Mr. Advocate 
General submitted that as a rough and ready norm , the ratio between developed land and 
wetland should be 7:3 which in any case will perhaps be  maintained in the area. Mr. 
Advocate General submitted that the Government is much more concerned than the writ 
petitioner because ecological and environmental issues are as important for the mankind 
as development of Calcutta itself. As regards sewage fed fisheries , it was contended that 
by no stretch the entire wetland is required for the same and after the proposed 
development of 784 acres, the available wetland will be many times more than the 
requirement of such sewage fed fisheries. Therefore, this cannot be termed to be an issue 
in the present context. As regards the loss of large quantities of fish grown in the bheries , 
Mr. Advocate General strongly submitted that one cannot but to accept the necessary evil 
associated with urbanization. It was contended that there is hardly a city that grows or 
expands without encroaching upon farm lands. Here, however , the question is not as 
simple as the city losing a portion of its fish and vegetable supply from its backyards, but 
it is a question of social and economic cost benefit involving much larger and intricate 
issues. Incidentally , it was contended that from 20,000 acres the Calcutta’s wetlands 
gradually shrank to 10,000 acres out of private initiative only and private initiative are 
now much more stronger than before. The rate of conversion of wetland into residential 
area, particularly in the southern Salt Lake has attained an unprecedented high, in the 
wake of which , in the Salt Lake area where land filing is progressing quite faster from 
west to east , conversed by individuals and promoters are evident also in the northern Salt 
Lake. The total area of wetlands, as it stands now, is not precisely known, but it can only 
be conjectured that the area is now much less than 10,000 acres.

23. Incidentally it is placed on record that after this matter was moved to obtain a 
first-hand view in this matter, this Court visited these wetlands areas on two different 
occasions. The fishing ponds or the bheries are well defined and identified. There are 
small patches of marshy lands as well and some swamps and small ponds, but the bheries 
are well defined and each one of them is known by a name. As far as this Court has been 
able to ascertain , in the eastern fringe of the city of Calcutta, the following bheries or 
fishing ponds function regularly:-
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Name of Bheries                                                              Area in Acres
No.

1. Chinta Singh Bheri                      ……..                               185.59
2. Sardar Bheri                                 ……..                               165.06
3. Nator Bheri                                  ……..                               175.90       
4. Nalbagan Bheri No. I
5. Nalbagan Bheri No. II
6. Nalbagan Bheri No. III
7. Nalbagan Bheri No. IV                ……..                               630.02
8. Munshir Bheri                              ……..                               171.13
9. Mollar Bheri                                 ……..                               135.90
10. Narkeltolla Bheri                         ……..                                187.50
11. Patravad Bheri No. I
12. Patravad Bheri No. II
13. Patravad Bheri No. III
14. Patravad Bheri No. IV                 …….                                 328.50
15. Sahebmara Bheri                         …….                                 363.69
16. Baro Paresh Bheri                        …….                                244.37
17. Choto Paresh Bheri                      ……                                   92.31
18. Goltolla Bheri                             ……..                                105.58
19. Barochaulari Bheri                      …….                                  67.66
20. Chotochaulari Bheri                    …….                                  57.22
21. Jhagra Sish Bheri                        ……..                                154.01
22. Gompotta Bheri                          ……..                                125.37
23. Uttor Gorumara  Bheri                ……                                  142.14
24. Durga Bhasan Bheri
       (now under cultivation)             ……..                                240.82
25. Heda Bheri
      (under cultivation and fishery)
26. Chaker Bheri                              …….                                   67.45
27. Gopeshwar  Bheri                       ……                                   84.46
28. Chacharia  Bheri                                                     (could not be ascertained) 
29. Hona Khali Bheri
      (both under cultivation and fishery)                                       do
30. Har Hara Bheri No. I
31. Har Hara Bheri No. II
32. Har Hara Bheri No. III
33. Har Hara Bheri No. IV
34. Har Hara Bheri No. V               …….                                    54.92
35. Rani Jheel Bheri                        …….                                    -------
36. Diller Bheri                               …….                                    42.44
37. Darir Bheri                                …….                                    36.55
38. Ban Bheri                                  …….                                    43.67
39. Garumara Bheri                        …….                                     97.36
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     24.     Before proceeding further, however, it is to be noted that India is contracting 
party to the Ramsar Convention, an Inter-Governmental Treaty on Wetlands under 
which she is obliged to promote the conservation of wetlands habitat in her territory. The 
Salt Lake Swamp is acknowledged as an important wetland by virtue of its socio-
economic and ecological values. As a matter of fact, it is in the Directory of Asian 
Wetlands and a Wetland of international importance, it meets all accepted criteria for 
identification of an internationally important wetland. At this juncture, however, the 
observation of Dr. Dhrubajyoti Ghosh, the former director, the Institute of Wetland 
Management and Ecological Design, Calcutta, in regard to the Wetland uses ought to be 
noted.  In his paper ‘Management of Urban and Peri-Urban Wetlands – A rapid appraisal 
programme for fragile areas’ stated that the “The wetlands are always evaluated from an 
anthropocentric approach. Therefore opportunities provided by the wetlands to the 
human beings are measures for their evaluation. These opportunities may be both direct 
and indirect. The usefulness of a wetland can be determined from the point of view of 
flora and fauna it sustains, its ecosystem values, and contribution of wetlands for 
maintaining global air and water cycles (Mitsch & Gosselink, 1986). The populations 
which are benefited from or thrive on wetlands range from man, animal, waterfowl, fish, 
plant to a host of other micro-organisms. Wetlands are used by man for a multitude of 
need from food to disposal of waste. One can cite a long list of uses which man gets 
from wetlands both directly and indirectly. Wetland animals and birds provide food, fur, 
skin and other items. Plants provide food, shelter, timber, medicine and a host of other 
non-edible uses. Wetlands are habitat for endangered and rare species of birds and 
animals. Wetland ecosystem is especially important for migratory birds and waders. 
They are habitats for different endemic, relict, regional varieties of subspecies plants, 
insects and other invertebrates and wildlife even in otherwise congested industrial region 
(Mitsch & Gosselink, 1986).

      25.    When considered as an ecosystem, the wetlands are useful for nutrient recovery 
and cycling, releasing excess nitrogen, inactivation of phosphates, removing toxins, 
chemicals, heavy metals through absorption by plants and also in treating wastewater. 
Removal of suspended solids from flowing water by reducing the flow also benefits the 
retention of water for sometime whereby biological, physical and chemical changes are 
made possible (Mitsch & Gosselink, 1986). Retention of sediments by wetlands also 
reduces siltation in the rivers. Wetlands also help in mitigating floods, recharging 
aquifers and in reducing surface run off and consequent erosion. Mangrove wetlands on 
India and Bangladesh act as buffers against devastating storms of the Bay of Bengal. 
Wetlands also
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influence microclimate of a locality. Besides these, they are also valued for their 
aesthetic qualities and recreational opportunities. A fresh water wetland checks 
underground saltwater intrusion of an adjacent brackish water environment through 
interface pressure (US, EPA, 1985).

26. On a global scale the wetlands function significantly in maintaining air and 
water quality including nitrogen, sulphur, methane and carbon dioxide cycles.

27. Dr. Ghosh has further expressed a view that the low lying, identified, 
multifunctional wetland should not be any further interfered with. But at the same 
time positive support may be extended to augment the existing system of aquaculture, 
waste recycling, drainage easement and vegetable farming. If this is accepted, the area 
can provide economic viable development of primary sector in the urban drainage. 
Dr. Ghosh stated that the immediate need of the day, however, is to declare the 
Wetlands of East Calcutta, a protected area for conservation and management, before 
it becomes too late (ILEE; 1990 June, Volume13 No.1).

28. The opinion expressed by the environmentalists of this country as also of 
Australia and America, as noted above, is based mainly on the concept of ecological 
imbalance. Global maturity in recent years in regard to this concept is now a practical 
reality and not in the realm of consideration or mere ideas- but what does that 
expression ‘ecology’ mean and imply: ‘Ecology’ in common parlance means the 
study of home or the household of nature to be kept in order. George.L.Clarke in his 
‘Elements of Ecology’ has stated that every living things is surrounded by materials 
and forces which constitute its environment and form which it must derive its needs 
and contact with the environment is inescapable. In support of the concept of 
development, one school of thought, however, considers that industrial expansion 
ought not to be deterred on the concept of ecology, it is argued, is simply a price 
which has to be paid for industrial development in a developing country. As a matter 
of fact, this school of thought firmly believes that ecological imbalance is a cost that 
one should be prepared to pay and not a problem at all. The issue arises on the basis 

stof the aforesaid, however, is for consideration whether on the wake of 21 century 
when there is a total global awareness in regard to maintenance of ecological balance, 
Law court should be justified in keeping their eyes shut in regard to this concept of 
ecological imbalance, if raised before it. Ecological imbalance undoubtedly is a social 
problem and in this context observations of this court in (1) Calcutta Youth Front and 
Another v State of west Bengal & Ors., 1986 (2) CLJ 26 seem to be rather apposite. In 
that decision, this court held ; -
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“ An ecological problem, in contrast, is a special type of social problem. To 
speak of a phenomenon as a ‘social problem’ is not to suggest merely, or 
perhaps at all, that we do not understand how it comes about; it is labeled a 
problem not because, like a scientific problem, it presents an obstacle to our 
understanding of the world but rather because –consider alcoholism, crime, 
deaths on the road—we believe that our society would be better off without 
it”.

29.   There is no manner of doubt that this issue of environmental degradation 
cannot but be termed to be a social problem and considering the growing awareness 
and considering the impact of this problem on the society in regard thereto, in my 
view, Law Courts should also rise upto the occasion to deal with the situation as it 
demands in the present day context : Law Courts have a social duty since it is a part 
of the society and as such, must always function having due regard to the present day 
problems which the society faces. It is now a well-settled principle of law that socio-
economic condition of the country cannot be ignored by a court of law. It is now a 
well-settled principle of law that while dealing with the matter, the social problems 
shall have to be dealt with in the way and in the manner it calls for, since benefit to 
the society ought to be the prime consideration of the Law Courts and ecological 
imbalance being a social problem ought to be decided by a court of law so that the 
society may thrive and prosper without any affection.

30. Be it noted here that this Court is not trying to denounce the state activities in any 
way whatsoever. The state is equally conscious of the ecological problem and has 
taken steps for checking environmental degradation and maintaining proper 
ecological balance. As a matter of fact, the Calcutta Metropolitan Development 
Authority’s Plan for Metropolitan Development between 1990-2015 records that 
investment need has already been assessed on various environmental aspects 
including regulatory measures for controlling of air, water and noise pollution and 
waste recycling areas and resource recovery measures. It also appears from the 
Metropolitan Development Plan of the Calcutta Metropolitan Development Authority 
that due importance has also been given to drainage and sanitation for the city. The 
Metropolitan Development Plan for 1990-2015 expressly records that as a result of 
indiscriminate encroachment on the green areas, wetlands and water bodies is taking 
place, this tendency should be checked and the development should be properly 
controlled and guided. The plan further record as that to promote development in the 
desired direction, public intervention is essential and it is necessary to identify land 
suitable for expanding the future settlement in a planned and controlled manner. The 
plan further proceeds onto record the following :-
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  “ On the basis of preliminary planning studies, the following zonal areas have been 
identified for future action :

  A  :    Kalyani-Gayespur Zone :
  B  :    Halisahar-Deulpara-Kanchrapara Zone :
  C  :   Bhatpara-North Barrackpore Zone :
  D  :    Barasat-Nabapalli zone :
  E  :    Chinsurah-Chandernagore –Bhadreshwar Zone :
  F  :    Bally-Dankuni Zone :
  G  :   West Howrah Zone :
  H  :   Sankrail-Abada Zone :
  I   :   Ulberia  Zone :

Kalyani-Gayespur Zone is an attractive area for development because there is 
necessary civic and service infrastructure. It is possible to get relatively high open 
land for development. The Kalyani bridge and the Barrackpore-Kalyani Expressway 
have increased the accessibility of the area. There is also a welcome sign of activity in 
Kalyani after a long time lag.

    Barrackpore Expressway and Kalyani bridge have opened the area of two other 
zones, viz., Halisahar-Deulpara-Kanchrapara Zone and Bhatpara-North Barrackpore 
Zone. The land along BK Expressway should be properly developed in a planned and 
controlled manner…………”.

31. It, therefore, appears that the eastern fringe of Calcutta having the Calcutta’s 
wetlands is not included in the future development of the CMDA’s plan. As a matter 
of fact, the CMDA Plan provides that the agricultural land as well as the wetland and 
large water bodies should be preserved as such and no change of use of such land 
shall be permitted.

32. The above-noted plan, as recorded in the Plan for Metropolitan 
Development 1990-2015, in no uncertain terms appreciated the need of the 
preservation of the wetlands and as a matter of fact, recorded that no change or use of 
such land shall be permitted. CMDA being in charge for prescribing an agenda for 
comprehensive development plan during this 15 years period has prescribed such a 
prescription for an overall plan for development of the entire metropolis and the same 
provides a view of the future comprehensive plan. Can the Law Court, therefore, 
proceed on any other basis apart from what is mentioned therein?  Mr. Advocate 
General, however, submitted that nowhere it has been stated in the CMDA’s plan the 
total requirement of the wetland that is actually needed for the purpose of maintaining 
the ecological balance or for the purpose of maintaining a proper drainage system 
with a natural recycling project as is now prevalent in Calcutta’s wetlands. 
Mr.Advocate General
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contended that the city of Calcutta is to be developed in the manner as is expected of any 
big cities and this development is not only a necessity for economic survival but also for 
the social need of the society. The tremendous pressure on the city itself cannot but be 
met by providing a satellite township so that this influx can be avoided in the city itself. 
In a developing country like that of ours, the nature shall have to be taken care of, but to 
the extent as is necessary for a healthy society and not beyond that otherwise there would 
be a compromise with the development and the society will suffer for not progressing as 
is expected.

33.  Mr. Advocate-General in regard to the issue of setting up of a World Trade 
Centre, contended that the proposed World Trade Centre in Salt Lake would not only 
ensure benefit for the trading activities of this metropolis but will enhance the trading 
activities of the country as a whole. It is to promote international trade by providing all 
facilities under one roof. Mr. Advocate-General submitted that setting up of a World 
Trade Centre has become all the more necessary now with the globalization of the 
economy and the World Trade Centre would help push export which is a national 
objective-it was contended that this itself in turn would create additional demand for 
goods and services leading to an increase in production and expansion of service facilities 
which would consequently result in generation of more employment. The Government of 
West Bengal is desirous of establishing a World Trade Centre because it will create 
employment for the people of the state and ensure their welfare.

34.  While it is true that the object cannot but be termed to be a laudable one, but 
Mr. Debnath, appearing for the Union Of India, in no uncertain terms submitted that out 
of the 14 World Trade Centers in the country which are awaiting approval of the Central 
Government, Calcutta’s World Trade Centre does not find place in such list of pre 
approval stage with the Government of India.

35. Mr. Sudipto Sarkar, appearing in support of the writ application, however, 
contended that it will be another shopping plaza or a commercial complex and for 
erection of a shopping plaza, the question of encroachment on the wetland does not and 
cannot arise. Mr. Sarkar submitted that going by the experience of the World Trade 
Centresa in the country, it is nothing but a shopping complex. In any event, Mr. Sarkar 
submitted that the proposal for the purpose of establishing a World Trade Center is not a 
Government proposal but a private entrepreneur’s proposal for private gain and as such, 
the Law Courts would not be justified in granting such a proposal for private gain at the 
cost of the society at large. I am, however, unable to accept the contention of Mr. Sarkar 
that World Trade Centre cannot but be termed to be a 
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shopping complex. But that as it may, from the written submission of Mr. Advocate-
General it appears : “The area covered by Chinta Singh bheri is included within the 
project area of Northern Salt Lake City Extension Scheme and at present the State 
Government has undertaken to develop the said area of 187.44 acres within the said 
Chinta Singh Bheri and a proposal for setting up World Trade Centre and permanent 
exhibition center with the object of promoting trade and industries and augmentation 
of employment opportunities is under active consideration of the State 
Government”.(Emphasis supplied)

36. Admittedly, therefore, that a proposal for setting up World Trade Centre and 
permanent exhibition center is even now under active consideration of the State 
Government. The proposal, therefore, has not reached the stage of even the State 
Government’s approval and as such it can safely be concluded to be in a state of 
fluidity. Apart there from the Central Government’s approval ought also to be 
obtained in the matter of setting up  a World Trade Centre and without which no such 
Centre can ever be set up. The submission of Mr. Debnath in regard to the Calcutta’s 
World Trade Centre is also significant. Though, however, there cannot be any manner 
of doubt that if the project comes up it would ensure to the benefit of the society at 
large, since the same would generate employment and the Law Courts ought not to 
put an embargo in such generation – but on what basis Law Court will otherwise 
permit reclamation of a nature’s gift to the Calcuttans. There must be some cogent 
documentary support on the basis of which the Law Court may come to the 
conclusion of there being a likelihood of a World Trade Centre being set up. The 
proposal to set up also has not been approved by the State Government itself. It is in 
the stage of consideration of the State Government. The formalities are not even 
complied with far apart the financial implications therefore.

37. While It is true Law Court ought not put an embargo to the development 
project which is in the offling and Law Courts shall have to strike a balance between 
the development and ecology and there should be no compromise with each other but 
on what basis this striking of balance shall take place- No project report has yet been 
prepared, at least not produced before the Court so as to indicate who would share the 
burden of such a project neither any documentary evidence in support thereof has 
seen the light of the day even if  it is a private entrepreneur’s proposal there should be 
some evidence before the Court on the basis of which the Court can assess and 
situation as to whether this balance shall have to be struck between development and 
ecology. This Court is completely in the dark as to the area which would be occupied 
by this World Trade Centre and the Public Exhibition Centre. This court is also left at 
large to guess the availability of finance or who 
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would hear the brunt of it –this Court has also not been informed as to the potential 
employment opportunities-can this Court decide an issue in vacuuo.

38. The Court needs to be told the economic viability of a project: The Court 
needs to be told the sources of finance: The Court needs to be told the future of this 
project: The Court needs to be told as to who would be responsible for the 
maintenance of the same and what would be the financial outcomes therefor-None of 
these details have been furnished to this Court. The Court is thus, in a very 
handicapped situation to assess the actual state of affairs in regard to the setting up of 
the World Trade Centre or the Public Exhibition Centre. It is common knowledge that 
both the State and the country are passing through financial stringency- whether the 
State can afford to have a World Trade Centre or a Public Exhibition Centre in the 
city-that is not known to this Court. In my view, these details ought to have been filed 
before the Court so that the Court could have assessed the situation itself, in the 
absence of which it is rather difficult to strike the balance as noted above between a 
developmental project and the issue of environment. Development there should be 
along with environment, but whether in fact, the establishment of World Trade Centre 
can be termed to be a developmental Project or not- that will have to be assessed by 
the Court and not a mere submission from the Bar to that effect. 

39. On the basis aforesaid, there is no manner of doubt, therefore, that wetland 
being a bounty of nature do have a significant role to play in the proper development 
of the society- be it from environmental perspective or from economic perspective. 
Pollution wise this metropolitan city of Calcutta tops the list in the country-can we in 
this city further endanger the environment by reclaiming the nature’s gift to mankind 
when, in fact, such a reclamation is only for the purpose of expansion of the satellite 
township on the Eastern Fringe of the city of Calcutta. The only developmental 
project spoken of is the World Trade Centre along with the Public Exhibition Centre 
which is already been dealt with. In this order as above and apart wherefrom no other 
developmental project has been spoken of during the course of submission in the 
matter. If, however, it is said that the reclamation is not for developmental projects, 
then and in that event, I am of the view that question of further consideration of the 
matter does not and cannot arise since wetland is precious, wetland ensures to the 
benefit of the society at large and wetland assists mankind to live in a cleaner and 
purer environment which in my view, one cannot afford to lose neither the Court of 
Law can lend assistance to contra-bellof or contra action of a State Agency. Wetland 
acts as a benefactor to the society and there cannot be any manner of doubt in regard 
thereto and as such encroachment thereof would be detrimental to the society which 
the Law Courts cannot permit. This benefit to the society cannot be weighed on 
mathematical         
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  nicity so as to take note of the requirement of the society – what is required today may 
not be a relevant consideration in the immediate future, therefore, it cannot really be 
assured to what amount of nature’ bounty is required for the proper maintenance of 
environmental equilibrium. It cannot e measured in terms of requirement and as such, 
Court of Law cannot, in fact, decry the opinion of the environmentalists in that direction. 
Law Courts exists for the benefits of the society- Law Court exists for the purpose of 
giving redress to the society when called for and it must rise above all levels so that 
justice is meted out and the society thrives there under. I do not find any justifiable reason 
to disagree with the opinion expressed by the environmentalists that wetland should be 
preserved and no interference or reclamation should be permitted. 

40. It is , however, placed on record that no issue as regards the maintainability of the 
writ petition or that of locus standi was raised before the Court during the entire course of 
hearing of the matter and as such I need not delv into the issue. 

41. In that view of the matter, there shall be an order of injunction restraining the State-
Respondents from reclaiming any further wetland. There shall also be an order of 
injunction prohibiting the respondents from granting any permission to any person 
whatsoever for the purpose of changing the use of the land from agricultural to residential 
or commercial in the area as indicated in the map annexed to the petition and marked 
with letter ‘C’. The State-Respondents are further directed to maintain the nature and 
character of the wetlands in their present form and to stop all encroachment of the 
wetland area as indicated in the map annexed to the petition and marked with letter ’C’. 
The State-Respondents are further directed to  take steps so as to stop private alienation 
and, if required, by extending the statutory provisions in regard thereto.

42. It is clarified, however, that in the event the State –Respondents are desirous of 
having a World Trade Centre or a Public Exhibition Centre in its reality, the State –
Respondents, however, would be at liberty to apply before the Court within a period of 
twelve months for variation of this order upon proper materials for further consideration 
of this Court. It is, however, made clear that this further consideration would be restricted 
to 187.44 acres of Chinta Singh Bhery, of which a portion has already been reclaimed , 
but the portion already reclaimed shall not in any way be utilized for any other purpose 
other than a world Trade Centre or  Public Exhibition Centre if so authorized by the 
Court at any future point of time and till such time , however, status quo as of date shall 
continue. In the event, however, of failure to apply in terms of this order within the time 
as specified above, the writ petition shall stand disposed of without any order of costs.

Mr .Ukil, learned Government Pleader appearing for the respondents, praise for stay of 
operation of this order, but the same is refused.
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ANNEXURE XIV

 

List of cases before Hon’ble Supreme Court of India & Hon’ble High Court of Calcutta  

relating to East Kolkata Wetlands

Serial 

No. 

Writ Petition No. Cause Title Cause of Action 

1. W.P.No.2851 of 1992 People United for Better 
Living Vs State of West 
Bengal

 
Petition against reclamation of 
wetlands on eastern side of Kolkata 
metropolis for proposed World Trade 
Centre.  

2 W.P. No.4768 (W)/ 2012 Frostees Export (India) Pvt. 
Ltd. & Another Vs 
EKWMA & Others 

Petition for conversion of land use for 
commercial purpose 

3 W.P. No. 17968 (W)/ 2009 Satya Tiwari & Another Vs 
State of West Bengal & 
Others 

Petition for conversion of land use for 
housing 

4 W.P. No.1067 (W)/ 2008 
renumbered as W.P. 18049 (w) 
of 2009 

Partha De Vs East Kolkata 
Wetlands Management 
Authority 

Petition for conversion of land use for 
industrial purpose 

W.P. No.8040(W)/ 2012 Newlook Intex Nirman Pvt. 
Ltd & Another Vs State of 
West Bengal & Others 

5 W.P. No. 704 (W)/ 2012 Smt. Radha Sanyal & Ors. 
Vs State of West Bengal & 
Others 

Petition for conversion of land use for 
construction 

6 W.P. No. 15975(W)/ 2004 Subal Chandra Mondal Vs 

State of West Bengal & 

Others 

Petition against illegal filling up of 

tank fishery W.P. No 24410(W)/ 2007 

7 W.P. No. 605 (W)/ 2012 Purna Chandra Ghosh Vs 
State of West Bengal & 
Others 

Petition against illegal construction  

8 W.P. LRT No 593 / 2006 M Emdadul Hoque Vs State 
of West Bengal & Others 

Petition for conversion of land use for 

setting up of educational institution 

9 W.P. No. 756 (W)/ 2007 M.S.P. Vanijya Pvt. Ltd. & 
Others Vs State of West 
Bengal & Others 

Petition for conversion of land use for 

setting up of motor garage (Mohan 

Motors) 

10 W.P. No 7534 (W) /  1997 JMD Medicare Ltd. & 

Another Vs State of West 

Bengal & Others 

Petition for conversion of land use for 

construction W.P. No 22782 (W)/ 2007 

11 W.P. No 25317 (W) / 2006 Papri Chowdhury Vs The 

Chairperson of the EKWMA 

& Others 

Petition for conversion of land use for 

construction of bar-cum-restaurant W.P. No 13778 (W) / 2007 
W.P. No. 26472 (W)/ 2007 

12 AST 863 of 2007, W.P. No 
13326(W)/ 2007 

The Metropolitan Co- Petition for conversion of land use for 
construction 
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W.P. No. 2024 (W)/ 2008 operative Housing Society 

Ltd. & Another Vs State of 

West Bengal & Others 

13 W.P. No 1312 (W) / 2007 Quippo Infrastructure 
Equipment Ltd Vs The 
Chairperson of the EKWMA 
& Others 

Petition for conversion of land use for 
commercial purpose W.P. No. 750 (W)/ 2008 

14  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W.P. No. 106 (W)/ 2007 PUBLIC & Another Vs 
EKWMA & Others 

 
 

Petition against construction of water 
treatment plant by KMC Special   Leave   Petition (Civil) 

No. 8253 of 2009 converted to 
Civil Appeal No. 9175 of 2010
filed in the Supreme Court 
SLP (Civil) No. 10548 of 2009 
converted to Civil Appeal No. 
9176 of 2010 filed in the 
Supreme Court 

South Asian Forum for 

Environment  & Another Vs 

EKWMA & Others  

 Special Leave Petition (Civil) CC 
No. 2652 of 2009 converted to 
Civil Appeal No. 9176 of 2010 
filed in the Supreme Court 

15 WP No. 23480(W)/ 2012 Braja Basi Brahma Vs 
Union of India & Others 

Petition against illegal filling up of 
waterbody 

16 W.P. No. 7985 (W)/ 2009 Madhumita Construction 
Pvt. Ltd. & Another Vs 
State of West Bengal 

Petition for conversion of land use for 
commercial purpose W.P. No. 957(W)/ 2010, APO 

No. 322/2010 

17 AST No. 1055 of 2009, W.P. 

No. 1408 (W)/2009 

Nasim Ahmed Siddique & 
Others Vs State of West 
Bengal & Others   

Petition for conversion of land use for 
construction 

MAT 164 of 2010 

18 WP No 5780 (W) / 2013 Samir Kumar Panja Vs State 
of West Bengal & Others 

Petition for conversion of land use for 
construction 

19 C.R.R no. 3430 of 2009 Souren Das  Vs  State of 
West Bengal & Others 

Petition for conversion of land use for 
housing W.P. No. 349(W) of 2010 

20 WP No. 486 (W) of 2012 Unnayan Developers Pvt 
Ltd Vs State of West Bengal 
& Others 

Petition against cancellation of 
permission for fencing for ecotousirm 

21 WP No. 23860(W) of 2012 Splendour Commercial Pvt. 
Ltd. & Another Vs 
EKWMA & Others 

Petition for conversion of land use for 
setting up of educational institution 

22 CRR No. 161/13 Sanjoy Singh Vs State of 

West Bengal & Others 

Petition for conversion of land use for 
construction 

23 W.P. Civil No. 230/2001 filed in 

the Supreme Court 

M.K. Balakrishnan & Others 
Vs Union of India & Others

  

Adoption of water conservation to 
solve water scarcity, demolition of 
construction on water body and 
restoration of pond (case origin 
outside West Bengal) 

24 W.P. No. 20491(w)/ 2009 Smt. Alpana Dhali Vs State 
of West Bengal & Others 

NOC for construction of BSNL tower 
(mouza outside EKW area) 

25 W.P. 15444 (w) of 2011 Mira Rani Hazra & Others 

Vs  State of West Bengal & 

Petition against illegal filling up of 
tank fishery (mouza outside EKW 
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Others area) 

26 W.P. 12006 (w) of 2012 Subir Kr Bag Vs State of 

West Bengal & Others 

Petition against illegal filling up of 
tank fishery (mouza outside EKW 
area) 

27 W.P. No. 16554 (w) of 2012 Usha International Limited 

Vs Kolkata Municipal 

Corporation & Others 

Petition against illegal dumping on 
land by KMC (mouza outside EKW 
area) 

28 Writ Petition No. 352(W)/2005 
Writ Petition No. 367 (W)/ 2005 

State Of West Bengal And 

Others Vs Sanjeevani 

Projects (P) Ltd 

 

Petition for conversion of land use for 
commercial purpose 

A.P.O.T. No. 250 of 2005 
A.P.O.T. No. 252 of 2005 
Civil Appeal No. 5027 of 
2006(Arising out of SLP (C) 
Nos. 25146-25745 of 2005) 
filed in the Supreme Court of 
India 
WP  No 209 (W) /2006, WP  No 
214 (W) /2006, WP  No 238 (W) 
/2006. 
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List of cases before the Hon’ble ACJM, Baruipur relating to East Kolkata Wetlands 

Serial 
No. 

Case No. Cause of Action/Illegal Activity 

1 Sonarpur PS Case-390/09 Illegal filling up of waterbody 

2 Sonarpur PS Case-892/10 Unauthorized construction work 

3 Sonarpur PS Case-

764(10)11 

Unauthorized construction of three storey building  

4 Sonarpur PS Case-181/11 Unauthorized boundary wall 

5 Sonarpur PS Case-558/11 Unauthorized construction 

6 Sonarpur PS Case-219/10 Filling up water body, Construction of boundary wall, Filling up 

agricultural land, Unauthorized building construction 

7 Sonarpur PS Case-288/11 Unauthorized construction of a four storied building 

8 Sonarpur PS Case-415/11 Unauthorized filling up of water body 

9 Sonarpur PS Case-750/11 Unauthorized construction of pillars and boundary wall 

10 Sonarpur PS Case-809/11 Unauthorized construction of boundary wall 

11 Sonarpur PS Case-118/10 Construction of boundary wall 

12 Sonarpur PS Case-922/10 Unauthorized building 

13 Sonarpur PS Case-808/11 Unauthorized construction of three storey building 

14 Sonarpur PS Case-4/11 Unauthorized construction work 

15 KLC PS Case-129/11 Unauthorized filling up with earth 

16 Sonarpur PS Case-476/10 Filling up of water body 



Figure 2. 

Figure 1. Distribution of FIRs lodged in different Police Stations 
(in percentage)



Printed by : Silpabarta Printing Press Ltd.,
(A Government of West Bengal Undertaking)

25 & 27 Canal South Road, Tangra Industrial Estate, Kolkata - 700 015


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47
	Page 48
	Page 49
	Page 50
	Page 51
	Page 52
	Page 53
	Page 54
	Page 55
	Page 56
	Page 57
	Page 58
	Page 59
	Page 60
	Page 61
	Page 62
	Page 63
	Page 64
	Page 65
	Page 66
	Page 67
	Page 68
	Page 69
	Page 70
	Page 71
	Page 72
	Page 73
	Page 74
	Page 75
	Page 76
	Page 77
	Page 78
	Page 79
	Page 80
	Page 81
	Page 82
	Page 83
	Page 84
	Page 85
	Page 86
	Page 87
	Page 88
	Page 89
	Page 90
	Page 91
	Page 92
	Page 93
	Page 94
	Page 95
	Page 96
	Page 97
	Page 98
	Page 99
	Page 100
	Page 101
	Page 102
	Page 103
	Page 104
	Page 105
	Page 106
	Page 107
	Page 108
	Page 109
	Page 110
	Page 111
	Page 112
	Page 113
	Page 114
	Page 115
	Page 116
	Page 117
	Page 118
	Page 119
	Page 120
	Page 121
	Page 122
	Page 123
	Page 124
	Page 125
	Page 126
	Page 127
	Page 128
	Page 129
	Page 130
	Page 131
	Page 132
	Page 133
	Page 134
	Page 135
	Page 136
	Page 137
	Page 138
	Page 139
	Page 140
	Page 141
	Page 142
	Page 143
	Page 144
	Page 145
	Page 146
	Page 147
	Page 148
	Page 149
	Page 150
	Page 151
	Page 152
	Page 153
	Page 154
	Page 155
	Page 156
	Page 157
	Page 158
	Page 159
	Page 160
	Page 161
	Page 162
	Page 163
	Page 164
	Page 165
	Page 166
	Page 167
	Page 168
	Page 169
	Page 170
	Page 171
	Page 172
	Page 173
	Page 174
	Page 175
	Page 176
	Page 177
	Page 178
	Page 179
	Page 180
	Page 181
	Page 182
	Page 183
	Page 184
	Page 185
	Page 186
	Page 187
	Page 188
	Page 189
	Page 190
	Page 191
	Page 192
	Page 193
	Page 194
	Page 195
	Page 196
	Page 197
	Page 198
	Page 199
	Page 200
	Page 201
	Page 202
	Page 203
	Page 204
	Page 205
	Page 206
	Page 207
	Page 208
	Page 209



